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“Spiritual Gifts” 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

~ Delivered at DHBC on January 11, 2015 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Please turn in your Bible’s to I Cor 12. 
Ø In the story Les Miserables there are a bunch of college students who are ready to 

lead a revolt to overthrow their tyrannous government and to liberate the poor.  
One of the college students, Marius, is in love.  The leader of the students can tell 
that Marius is losing sight of their greater ambition.  In the musical version he 
sings these words:  

o “Marius, you’re no longer a child 
I do not doubt you mean it well 
But now there is a higher call. 
Who cares about your lonely soul? 
We strive toward a larger goal 
Our little lives don’t count at all!” 

Ø We applaud when he hear this.  Yes, lay down your life for the higher cause.  
How noble.  How honorable.  How self-sacrificial.  We all want to live for some 
larger goal.  We want meaning.  We want our lives to count.   

o The message of Christianity is that all of our lives are part of a great story 
- a tale in which the entire universe was ruined by a dark power but one in 
which God, the great author of the story, has won the critical battle 
through his Son.  Though the pages of our own story are often shrouded in 
darkness and difficulties God is working all things to a happily ever after 
ending.  We live for a higher call.  We live for the greatness and glory of 
God himself. 

§ Acts 13:36 says of King David, “when David had served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.” 

Ø Your life matters because you are character in God’s great story.  In choosing to 
create you he wrote you into his grand story.  He has a role for you.  Your life has 
meaning.  Our little lives are meant to serve the purpose of his glory in the 
universe. 

o It is within this grand context that I want to consider the topic of spiritual 
gifts.  I want to call each of us to use our lives for God’s purposes – to live 
for a higher goal, to lay our lives down in service that we may serve God’s 
purposes in our generation.  This assumes of course that we know how 
God has uniquely gifted us to serve his cause.  This is the point of today. 

§ We are going to do something a little different today.  I am only 
going to speak for 15 minutes.  I want to give a quick overview of 
spiritual gifts and then Kajle is going to come up and lead us 
through an inventory that will enable each us grasp how God has 
gifted us and this will lead into opportunities for service. 

 
EVERY CHRISTIAN IS GIFTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) First, the Holy Spirit has given gifts to every Christian. 
o Look at verse 7.  READ 7a – “Now to each one the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given.”  This means that your role in Christ’s church and in his 
grand story matters.  The Holy Spirit has gifted every Christian. 
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GIFTEDNESS NOT GIFTS 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Second, spiritual gifts should be understood in the broad terms 
of giftedness. 

Ø When Christians think of the term “spiritual gifts” they typically think of it as a 
technical term to describe a precise category of Spirit empowered abilities.  So 
there are books written entitled “19 gifts of the Holy Spirit.”  

o But this raises many questions: are there a precise number of gifts?  How 
do we know what are spiritual gifts and what are natural abilities?   

§ What I want to show you is that most Christians think too narrowly 
on this.  The New Testament has a broad concept of God’s grace in 
gifting his people. 

Ø The word for “gift” in the Greek is “charismata.”  But you must not think of 
charismata in a narrow sense like just teaching.  It has a broader meaning. 

o The word “charismata” comes from the word “charis” which means 
“grace.”  So “charisma” means “grace-gift.”  The word is used 17 times in 
the New Testament and it is very broad.  In I Cor 7:7 marriage is said to be 
a grace gift.  And the greatest grace gift that we receive is our salvation in 
Jesus.  

§ So you see the NT concept of giftedness is very broad.   
Ø This also becomes clear when we look at the five major gift lists in the New 

Testaments.  (SHOW SLIDE) I will put them up on the screen so we can 
compare and contrast them.  At least two things stand out. 

o First, all the lists are different.  No gift appears on all the lists and there is 
no master list.  It is not like the 10 commandments or the 12 disciples.  
Those are set.  Paul does not say, “I want to talk about spiritual gifts.  
Here is the list of 19.”  This should tell us something, namely, that the 
lists are not meant to be exhaustive.  They are samplings of some grace 
gifts Jesus gives by His Holy Spirit to His Church.   

§ So Paul is not trying to say there are only 19 gifts.  The fact that 
they are all different means there are likely many more.   

o Second, the sampling of gifts seem to be divided between grace gifts of 
speech and grace gifts of service.  Speaking gifts include things like 
evangelism, teaching, and tongues while service gifts include things like 
hospitality, helps, and giving. 

Ø So let me bring all of this together with some summary comments.  
o (SHOW SLIDE) The NT does not present us with a definitive list of 

clearly defined “spiritual gifts.”  
o (SHOW SLIDE) The NT uses the image of giftedness to talk about how 

God’s grace shows itself in many ways in our lives. 
o (SHOW SLIDE) The things we commonly call “spiritual gifts” fall into 

this framework of God’s grace at work among His Church. 
§ Our definition of spiritual gifts then needs to be much broader.  

Ken Radant, one of my seminary professors describes spiritual 
gifting like this: (SHOW SLIDE) “Any ability, office, role, 
circumstance, relationship, or experience in the life of the 
believer can be called a charisma—or “spiritual gift”—when it is 
viewed from the perspective that it is graciously given to us by 
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God as His means of equipping us for the unique role He intends 
us to play in His Body the Church.” 

Ø It also means that we must get rid of this sharp distinction between natural 
abilities and spiritual gifts.  For instance, if you agree that I have some degree of 
gifting in preaching then at what point did it become a gift?  What part would you 
call natural and what part spiritual? 

o Is not my preaching a complex mix of my personality, voice, upbringing, 
experiences, education, that the Spirit uses.  But the main point is this: 
anything that I, or you, possess is a gift of God’s grace for as Paul says 
elsewhere,   “What do you have that you did not receive?”   

Ø This should be of great encouragement to many of you.  Some of you get so 
discouraged by this talk of spiritual gifts because yours is not so obvious in the 
traditional narrow categories of 19 or so gifts.   

o But if you see all that you are and all that you have are grace gifts that can 
serve the church, then you should see that you definitely have something 
to offer. 

§ The tool we are going to use in a few moments will reflect this 
broader definition of gifts. 

 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE FOR SERVICE 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Third, spiritual gifts are for the purpose of service. 
Ø Look again at verse 7.  READ 7 – “Now to each one the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given for the common good.”  So grace gifts are to be used for the 
common good of the church.  God has given you abilities, talents, experiences, 
education, and strengths not for yourself but for others.  More specifically for the 
common good of the church.  

o Remember my professor’s definition.  All of our abilities, experiences and 
such are gifts only when they are viewed God’s way of equipping us to 
serve a role in his body – the Church.    

§ So there is a massive assumption.  The assumption is that every 
Christian is committed to local church.  And how does Paul view 
commitment?  Not just by attendance.  There is one answer here: 
you are using your gifts to serve the common good of the body.  
We are called to serve the body. 

 
CONCLUSION 

Ø One of the greatest reasons why Christians lack joy is that they are not serving.  
They are not really living for a larger goal. They are living for themselves.  The 
reason for this is that service is hard.  It uses up our time, our energy, and is 
difficult.   

o But that is the paradox of it all.  As Jesus said, it is when we lose our lives 
for his sake that we find them.  It is when we give that we learn that it is 
more blessed to give than receive.  We want a church of people using their 
God’ given gifts in service.   

§ “We strive toward a larger goal.”  We want to see God glorified.  
Let us learn how he has gifted us and devote our lives to serving. 

  


