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James Series 
 

Pure Religion 
James 1:19-27 

 
   Delivered at DHBC on 10 July 2016 by Wesley Parker 
	
	
Introduction	
	

Last	Sunday	we	spent	some	time	in	1944	talking	about	the	allied	forces	
invasion	on	the	beaches	of	Normandy.		This	Sunday,	we’re	gonna1	jump	ahead	to	
1987	when,	arguably,	one	of	the	greatest	entertainers	of	our	day	sang	these	famous	
words,	“I’m	gonna	make	a	change,	for	once	in	my	life.		It’s	gonna	feel	real	good;	I’m	
gonna	make	a	difference.	Gonna	make	it	right.”	Do	you	know	the	song	I’m	talking	
about?			

	
The	whole	premise	of	that	song	was	that	one	of	the	only	ways	we	can	make	a	

positive	impact	on	all	the	brokenness	and	poverty	and	racial	tension	we	see	around	
us,	is	not	through	political	campaigns,	tax/education	reforms,	or	supreme	court	
injunctions,	but	by,	first,	taking	a	long	hard	look	in	the	mirror	and	changing	
ourselves!	“I’m	starting	with	the	man	in	the	mirror,”	sang	Michael;	“I’m	asking	him	to	
change	his	ways!”		Now,	sure,	that’s	all	very	man-centered	and	was	coming	out	of	an	
era	when	the	pinnacle	of	social	activism	at	times	seemed	to	just	be	getting	a	bunch	
of	famous	musicians	in	a	recording	studio,	holding	hands	and	singing.	

	
But	the	19th	century	philosopher	and	theologian	G.K.	Chesterton	actually	said	

something	very	similar	when	he	wrote	to	the	Times,	which	was	inviting	essays	to	be	
sent	in	answering	the	question,	“What’s	wrong	with	the	world.”		Chesterton	is	said	
to	have	written	back	simply,	“Dear	sir,	I	am.	Yours,	G.	K.	Chesterton.”		

		
So,	the	message	from	both	of	these	men	was	virtually	the	same:	it’s	not	

accurate	to	look	around	at	what’s	wrong	with	the	world,	and	assume	the	problem	is	
simply	“out	there.”	When	we’re	willing	to	take	an	honest	look	at	ourselves,	we	see	
that	the	problem	is	also	very	much	within.			

	
But	unless	you	have	eyeballs	like	a	snail	that	protrude	from	your	head,	seeing	

yourself	accurately	is	basically	impossible	without	outside	help,	right?		And	the	most	
common	means	all	of	us	use	today	in	order	to	see	ourselves	is	a	mirror.	From	
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checking	your	makeup/shaving	to	trying	on	an	outfit,	we	all	rely	on	mirrors	to	show	
us	what	we	can’t	see	ourselves.	

	
Now,	even	in	saying	that,	most	of	you	are	probably	also	thinking,	“How	about	

other	people	though?		Can’t	they	be	like	a	kind	of	‘mirror’	to	us	as	well?”	Absolutely!		
In	fact,	my	wife	will	often	tell	me,	“Baby,	I	know	you	thought	you	saw	yourself	
accurately	in	the	mirror	when	you	put	that	outfit	on	…	but	you	didn’t.”	So,	in	that	
sense,	a	mirror	that	can	speak	can	be	even	more	effective	at	helping	us	to	see	
ourselves	accurately.	

	
Well,	we’re	continuing	our	series	through	the	book	of	James	which	we	began	

last	Sunday;	if	you	weren’t	with	us,	we	said	that	one	of	the	central	themes	of	the	
whole	book	of	James	is	that	faith	that	is	truly	genuine	will	necessarily	demonstrate	
itself	in	our	actions/how	we	live	out	that	faith;	that’s	why	we’ve	called	this	series	
through	James:	Demonstrated	faith.			

	
Last	Sunday,	the	first	way	we	saw	that	genuine	faith	is	demonstrated,	is	by	our	
persevering	through	trials	and	suffering.		This	Sunday,	we	will	be	looking	at	how	
genuine	faith	is	demonstrated	by	how	we	respond	to	God’s	word.	And	that	is	
precisely	the	reason	why	we	spent	all	that	time	at	the	beginning	here	talking	about	
mirrors	and	seeing	ourselves	accurately;	because,	in	our	passage	this	morning,	
James	is	going	to	tell	these	persecuted	believers	here	(as	well	as	you	and	I	today),	
that	the	word	of	God/the	Bible	is	also	very	much	like	another	kind	of	mirror	for	us.		
However,	it’s	not	simply	another	mirror	that	shows	us	what	we	look	like	on	the	
outside,	but	one	that	also	looks	right	past	the	exterior,	and	shows	us	what	we	look	
like	on	the	inside;	what	things	look	like	in	our	hearts.		
	

But	here’s	the	thing	we	haven’t	said	yet	about	mirrors:	unless	you’re	
Narcissus	or	the	Fonze	from	Happy	days,	there	isn’t	a	single	person	in	here	who	
looks	into	any	of	those	mirrors	and	always	likes	what	we	see;	in	fact,	very	often	we	
don’t	like	what	we	see	at	all!	Maybe	it’s	as	simple	as	seeing	that	the	outfit	that	
looked	so	good	on	that	mannequin	looks	like	a	circus	outfit	when	it’s	on	you;	or	
feeling	horrified	after	being	dropped	off	from	your	date	to	see	that	the	spinach	salad	
you	ate	3	hours	ago	left	a	massive	green	chunk	right	between	your	teeth	the	whole	
time;	or	maybe	it’s	seeing	the	ugliness	of	your	anger	reflected	in	the	faces	of	your	
wife	and	kids.	What’s	comforting	(and	also	terrifying)	is	that	the	mirror	of	God’s	
Word	sees	everything	–	good	and	bad	-	with	a	divine	accuracy	that	is	undeniable,	
even	if	it	is	also	uncomfortable	at	times.	

	
And	yet	the	hope	of	this	passage	is	that	the	mirror	of	God’s	word	–	rather	

than	seeking	to	crush/humiliate/just	present	bare,	cold	facts	–	seeks	instead	to	
train/instruct/heal/and	bless	us!		And	in	submitting	to	what	is	shown	to	us,	we	also	
demonstrate	that	we	do	indeed	have	a	faith	in	God	that	is	genuine.	
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So,	as	we	explore	this	particular	mirror	of	God’s	word	this	morning,	I	want	to	
divide	our	passage	into	three	parts:	we’ll	talk	about	Listening	to	the	word,	Seeing	
by	the	word,	then	finally	Living	out	the	word	(x2).	

	
So,	if	you’ve	closed	your	Bibles,	open	them	again	to	James	1:19	and	we’ll	dig	

into	this	together.	
	

Ok,	so	let’s	talk	first	about:	
	
1. Listening	to	the	word	–	vss.	19-21	

If	you	look	at	vs.	19	with	me,	James	begins	this	whole	section	by	telling	us	that,	
“Everyone	should	be	quick	to	listen.”		Now	how	does	one	do	that	exactly:	listen	
“quickly?		Well,	I	think	if	you	look	at	how,	right	afterwards,	James	goes	on	to	say	that	
we	should	also	be	slow	to	speak	and	also	to	become	angry,	we	begin	to	understand	
that	–	rather	than	talking	about	speed	-	James	is	referring	to	a	balance/priority	of	
action.	

	
Almost	like	the	way	parents/teachers	always	used	to	say,	“Wesley,	you	have	two	

ears	and	one	mouth	so	that	means	you	should	listen	twice	as	much	as	you	talk!”	
	
Ok,	so	listening	needs	to	be	our	priority,	but	listening	to	who/what?		I	don't	

know	about	you,	but	I	have	almost	always	heard	this	verse	(v20)	used	to	talk	about	
interpersonal	relationships/conversations;	as	though	this	is	talking	about	how	we	
are	to	relate	to	one	another	in	this	life	to	avoid	conflict.	
	

But	if	you	look	at	the	context	surrounding	vs.	19,	you	see	that	in	vs.	18	James	is	
talking	about	how	God	gave	us	new	birth	through	the	word	of	truth	and	then	–	
almost	like	brackets	–	vs.	21	tells	us	we	are	to	humbly	accept	the	word	planted	in	
you.		Which	means	that	the	thing	James	is	telling	us	to	be	quick	to	listen	to	and	slow	
to	speak/talk	back	to	or	become	angry	with,	is	actually	not	to	a	person	at	all,	but	to	
the	word	of	God!		

	
And	what’s	really	interesting	here	is	that	–	before	getting	to	the	mirror	analogy	

for	God’s	word	–	James	begins	actually	with	a	gardening	metaphor.	Look	at	vs.	21	
with	me.	James	says	(READ	vs.	21).		Do	you	see	how	he	talks	about	“getting	rid”	of	
moral	filth	and	evil	and	then	talks	about	humbly	accepting	the	word	“planted	in	
you”?		I	think	what	James	is	showing	us,	is	that	being	grown	by	the	word	of	God	
requires	a	“cultivation”	of	the	soil	of	our	hearts,	so	that	growth	can	actually	take	
place	unhindered.		The	“weeding”	of	that	soil	of	“moral	filth	and	evil”	then,	is	in	
limiting	all	our	self-justifying,	angry/resentful	responses	to	what	the	word	of	God	
reveals	in	us,	and	the	“tilling/breaking	up”	of	that	soil	is	in	our	humble	acceptance	of	
what	is	revealed	in	us	by	listening	to	it!	
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In	Matthew	13,	Jesus	tells	a	parable	about	a	famer	who	went	out	to	sow	some	
seed	and	how	the	seed	fell	on	all	these	different	types	of	soil.		Jesus	tells	His	disciples	
later	that	the	seed	is	the	word	of	God/gospel	message	and	that	the	different	types	of	
soil	are	different	heart	conditions.	The	seed	in	that	parable	always	remains	the	same	
throughout;	only	the	condition	of	the	soil	changes.	And	Jesus	plainly	says	that	soil	
that	is	either	hard	packed	(impenetrable	to	the	word),	shallow	(only	superficially	
received)	or	full	of	weeds	(chocked	out	by	cares	of	this	world)	are	all	heart	
conditions	that	need	to	be	cultivated	in	order	for	the	implanted	word	to	experience	
any	growth.	

	
Application:	
	

So	the	first	way	we	demonstrate	true	faith	is	in	how	we	listen	to	the	
word/how	we	receive	it.	Think	about	your	own	heart	for	a	moment	and	honestly	
ask	yourself:	how	well	do	I	listen	to	the	word	of	God?	What’s	my	response	when	I	
read	or	hear	something	from	the	bible	that	I	find	convicting	or	difficult	to	accept:	do	
I	humbly	accept	it	and	press	in	to	work	on	what	I’ve	been	shown,	or	do	I	
immediately	begin	talking;	justifying	those	actions	or	even	becoming	angry	with	
God	for	pointing	that	thing	out?	Over	time,	true	faith	will	lead	us	to	weed	our	hearts	
of	the	tendencies	to	answer	back	to	God’s	word,	or	become	angry	with	Him,	and	
instead,	cultivate	the	soil	of	our	hearts	for	greater	growth	by	humbly	
accepting/listening	to	what	it	reveals	to	us.	
	
Ok,	so	that’s	listening	to	the	word,	next	let’s	talk	about:	

	
2. Seeing	by	the	word	–	vss.	22-25	

Look	with	me	now	at	vs.	22.		James	says	(READ	vs.	22).		So,	right	after	telling	us	that	
we	all	need	to	be	listening	to	the	word,	James	immediately	wants	to	give	us	a	
caution.		And	the	caution,	very	clearly,	is	that	we	can	listen	to	God’s	word/humbly	
accept	what	it	reveals	to	us,	but	then	do	absolutely	nothing	about	what	we’ve	been	
shown.	
	

James	is	not	naïve;	he	knows	that	we	all	have	a	tendency	to	either	a	feigned	
sincerity	when	it	comes	to	listening	or	complete	apathy	when	it	comes	to	acting	on	
what	we’ve	heard.	

	
I	can’t	even	tell	you	how	many	times	in	my	life	I’ve	sat	in	a	service	listening	to	a	

sermon;	felt	deeply	convicted	or	called	to	action	about	something	in	my	life.		Just	
been	overwhelmed	and	crying	out	to	God,	“Oh	God!		I’m	so	sorry	for	this!		Show	me	
…”	and	then	someone	will	come	over,	and	-	in	an	instant	–	I’m	right	on	to,	“Oh,	I	
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dunno2	if	we	should	do	White	Spot	for	lunch	again.		How	about	we	try	that	other	
place?”	And	it’s	just	gone	and	I	don’t	come	back	to	it	or	I	rationalize	it	away.	

	
But	before	James	gets	deeper	into	that	essential	truth	of	not	just	listening	to	the	

word,	but	also	applying	it,	he	wants	to	first	give	us	two	different	scenarios	of	what	
responding	to	the	word	of	God	could	look	like;	and	this	is	where	we	see	this	image	of	
a	mirror	specifically.	

	
Look	at	vss.	23-25.		James	writes	(READ	vss.	23-25).		So	first	of	all,	James	says	

that	listening	to	the	word	of	God	but	not	responding	to	it	with	action,	is	like	seeing	
yourself	in	a	mirror,	but	then,	walking	away	and	immediately	forgetting	what	you	
look	like.	

	
It’s	like	washing	your	hands	in	the	bathroom	at	some	restaurant	and	seeing	that	

you	have	BBQ	sauce	all	over	your	mouth/noticeable	booger,	but	then	someone	
bursts	into	the	bathroom/texting	you	or	whatever,	and	you	end	up	just	walking	out	
and	forgetting	what	you	saw!	

	
And	by	comparison	with	what	James	says	in	vs.	25	about	intently	looking	into	

the	mirror,	actually,	this	look	in	the	mirror	here	is	nothing	more	than	a	quick	glance,	
with	no	real	intent	to	see	what	is	being	revealed	at	all.		This	is	that	feigned	listening	I	
was	referring	to;	that	kind	of	response	to	God’s	word	that’s	like,	“Mmmhmmm.	Yeah.	
Golly,	I	know.	I	really	need	to	do	something	about	that.		That	is	so	true.”	With	no	
intent	whatsoever	to	actually	act	on	what	you	see.	

	
In	contrast	to	that	however,	look	again	at	vs.	25.		Now	James	describes	someone	

coming	to	God’s	word	–	here	describing	it	as	“the	perfect	law”	–	intently;	i.e.	with	an	
intentional	desire,	not	just	to	be	shown	what	they	truly	look	like,	but	with	the	
humble,	tenacious	desire	to	do	something	about	what	they	are	shown;	to	act	on	it!	

	
And	James	says	there	are	two	results	to	that	second	kind	of	response	to	God’s	

word:	
- First	of	all,	he	says	we	will	have	the	blessing	of	God	himself	in	what	we	are	

doing.		Which	I	think	partly	means	that	God	won’t	just	be	like,	“Ok,	I	showed	
you	where	you	need	to	grow,	now	go	and	figure	out	how	to	get	that	done	and	
have	it	on	my	desk	by	5:00!”		No,	I	think	instead	it	means	He	will	go	with	us	
and	also	empower	us	by	His	Spirit	to	accomplish	the	work/places	for	
growth	that	He’s	revealed	to	us.	

- Secondly,	you	see	how	at	the	beginning	of	vs.	25	that	James	calls	God’s	word	
“the	perfect	law	that	gives	freedom”?		That	means	that	God’s	goal	in	
revealing	whatever	He	reveals	to	us	by	His	word	is	for	our	good	and	is	
about	giving	us	greater	and	greater	freedom	in	our	lives;	which	is	the	exact	

																																																								
2	‘do	not	know’	
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opposite	of	what	so	many	people	think	when	they	think	about	the	Bible.		
They	see	it	as	just	this	list	of	archaic,	repressive	rules	meant	to	restrict	our	
freedom.	Here	James	is	saying,	“No	no	no.	What	He	reveals	to	us	is	meant	
for	our	freedom.”		That’s	what	we	saw	last	week	in	vs.	17.	

Application:	
	

But	here’s	the	problem	for	many	of	us:	we	know	that	what	God	reveals	in	his	
word	is	meant	for	our	freedom	and	good…we	just	don’t	want	to	look	at	it	or	do	
anything	about	it	because	–	if	we’re	honest	–	at	the	end	of	the	day,	we	want	to	be	the	
god	of	our	lives;	we	want	to	be	“the	captain	of	our	soul”	as	the	famous	poem	Invictus	
puts	it,	and	we	resent	being	shown	that	we	aren’t.	

	
A	classic	example	of	this	in	history	is	American	president	Thomas	Jefferson	

who	went	through	his	Bible	and	cut	out	all	references	to	Jesus	miracles	or	His	
divinity.	Do	you	know	why	he	did	that?	Because	Jefferson	wanted	Jesus	the	moral	
teacher/Jesus	the	example	of	sacrificial	love/Jesus	the	wise	Jewish	rabbi;	what	
Jefferson	didn’t	want,	however,	was	for	Jesus	to	be	God	who	was	sovereign	over	his	
life	and	choices	because	he	wanted	to	be	that	for	himself.	

	
And	so,	another	way	we	can	do	this	kind	of	glancing	look	into	the	word	of	

God,	is	simply	by	just	picking	and	choosing	which	parts	we	like	and	which	parts	we	
don’t;	which	parts	we’re	willing	to	humbly	accept	and	which	parts	we’re	not.		But	do	
you	realize	who	that	makes	the	real	authority	in	your	life;	who	is	truly	god?		It’s	you!		
James	tells	us	plainly	here	there	is	freedom	and	blessing	from	that	comes	from	
looking	at	what	God’s	word	reveals	to	us	and	acting	on	it;	but	he	also	plainly	tells	us	
that	glancing/feigned	listening	with	no	action	is	only	–	in	the	end	–	willfully	
deceiving	ourselves.	
	

Alright,	so	we’ve	looked	at	listening	to	the	word,	then	seeing	by	the	word.		
The	last	thing	we	need	to	look	at	now	is:		

	
3. Living	out	the	word	–	vss.	26-29	

So	this	is	the	end	that	James	has	been	working	towards	throughout	this	passage	
and,	actually,	is	his	point	throughout	the	whole	letter,	namely	religious	
knowledge/knowing	true	things	about	God	is	ultimately	useless	if	it	does	not	follow	
through	with	action.	

	
Look	at	how	James	begins	in	vs.	26.		He	writes	(READ	vs.	26).		Now,	just	like	

with	vss.	19-20,	don’t	jump	right	to	seeing	James	as	talking	about	interpersonal	
communication.		There	are	all	kinds	of	verses,	which	talk	about	how	we	are	to	talk	
with	one	another	-	and	James	is	going	to	get	to	that	later	on	in	this	letter	himself	-	
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but	here	–	contextually	-	James	is	talking	about	our	response	to	what	God	reveals	to	
us	in	His	word.			

	
And	so	I	think	primarily,	not	keeping	a	“tight	reign	on	our	tongue”	is	referring	to	
that	same	“weedy”	talking	back	to/angry	rebuking	of	God	we	saw	back	in	vs.	19.		So	
James	is	saying,	“I	don't	actually	care	if	you	spend	3	hours	a	day	reading	the	bible	
and	can	quote	entire	books	of	the	bible	to	me	even;	if	you	can’t	shut	up	for	two	
seconds	and	just	humbly	receive	what	God	is	revealing	to	you	in	the	mirror	of	His	
word;	if	you	always	have	to	have	the	last	word	in	with	God;	if	you	have	always	got	
this	self-justifying,	“Well	of	course	I’m	not	supposed	to	lie,	but	if	I	told	the	truth	I’d	
lose	my	job!	God	doesn't	want	that	for	me.”		“Of	course	I	shouldn’t	scream	at	my	
kids,	but	did	you	see	how	many	times	I	asked	them	nicely?!”		If	that’s	your	response	
to	what	God	reveals	to	you	in	His	word,	you’re	not	religious	at	all;	you’re	only	
fooling	yourself	if	you	actually	believe	that.”		
	

Thankfully,	James	goes	right	into	how	we	can	live	out/practice	our	faith	in	a	way	
that	pleases	God	in	this	last	verse.	I	know	“religious”	often	has	a	negative	
connotation	(even	for	Christians)	but	I	think	“how	we	live	out	our	faith”	is	a	good	
way	to	describe	what	James	means	here	in	this	passage.	Look	with	me	now	at	vs.	27.		
He	writes,	(READ	vs.	27).		

	
So	what	James	gives	us	here	are	two	ways	to	live	out	our	faith	that	demonstrate	

its	reality	and	that	are	acceptable	to	God:	love	for	God	and	love	for	others.	
	
The	end	of	vs.	27	shows	us	love	for	God	where	James	tells	us	that	genuine	faith	

will	demonstrate	itself	in	“keeping	oneself	from	being	polluted	by	the	world.”	Which,	
by	the	way,	doesn’t	at	all	mean	hole-ing	ourselves/families	up	in	a	commune	
somewhere	in	the	hills	so	we	can	keep	from	being	polluted	by	all	those	“sinners”,	it	
is	loving	God.	Our	love	for	God,	according	to	Jesus,	is	expressed	primarily	in	our	
obedience	to	His	commands,	which	unfortunately,	also	includes	love	for	your	
neighbours	as	well	as	your	enemies,	which	is	pretty	hard	to	pull	off	if	you	don’t	have	
any!		But	neither	is	this	about	merely	external,	white-knuckle	holiness.	Our	
obedience	to	God	-	as	we	say	over	and	over	again	–	is	based	solely	out	of	love	for	
Him	and	gratitude	for	what	He’s	already	done	for	us	in	Jesus,	never	as	a	means	of	
trying	to	earn	that	love.		And	the	beauty	of	that	is	our	love	for	God	expressed	in	
obedience	to	His	commands	will	actually	result	in	our	keeping	ourselves	from	being	
polluted	by	the	world.	

	
The	beginning	of	vs.	27,	then,	shows	us	love	for	others.		You	see	how	James	says	

living	out	our	faith	also	looks	like	“looking	after	orphans	and	widows	in	their	
distress.”?		Now,	even	in	our	modern,	21st	century	context,	we	all	get	that	people	in	
those	circumstances	are	in	distress	and	in	need	of	help.		But	maybe	what	you	didn’t	
know	was	that	in	James’	culture	and	day,	widows	and	orphans	were	sitting	on	some	
of	the	very	lowest	rungs	of	society.		Women	and	children	were	already	incredibly	
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low	on	the	societal	ladder,	but	to	be	without	a	husband	or	parents	to	provide	for	you	
made	you	utterly	destitute	and	in	total	dependence	upon	the	benevolence	of	others	
to	even	survive.	We	see	an	extended	picture	of	what	it	meant	to	be	a	widow	in	that	
day	and	age,	actually,	in	the	book	of	Ruth.	
	
Application:	
	

So,	what	then?		Is	James	saying	that	if	we	just	make	sure	to	love	God,	and	that	
any	widows	and	orphans	get	cared	for,	then	we’re	good?	Is	this	meant	to	be	an	
exhaustive	list?		Well,	I	hope	it’s	plain	that	the	answer	is	,’no.’	No,	I	think,	first	of	all,	
in	describing	these	two	groups:	widows	and	orphans	-	which	James’	original	readers	
would	have	easily	understood	as	some	of	the	lowest	and	most	destitute	of	society	
James	is	simply	using	a	literary	device	known	as	synecdoche	(which	is	just	
describing	something	larger	by	highlighting	one	of	its	most	identifiable	parts)	to	
describe	a	larger	group	of	people	we	are	to	care	for,	which	Jesus	simply	refers	to	in	
Matthew	25	as	“the	least	of	these.”		And	the	very	interesting	thing	is	that	-	in	that	
passage	in	Matthew	25	-	Jesus	says	that	in	serving	those	“least”	ones;	the	prisoners	
and	the	poor/hungry	and	the	naked,	the	one	we	are	actually	serving	is	Him.	

	
The	main	point	James	is	getting	at	–	at	the	end	of	the	day	–	is	that	in	loving	God	

and	loving	others	like	this,	we	are	demonstrating	both	that	our	faith	is	real,	and	we	
are	not	merely	listening	to	the	word,	but	doing	it!	
	
Conclusion	
	

So,	who	are	the	“least”	that	you	see	around	you?		Who	are	those	people	within	
your	reach	that	are	unable	to	help	themselves?		Maybe	they’re	in	your	
neighbourhood	or	in	your	workplace;	they	may	be	in	this	church;	they	may	even	be	
within	your	very	family.	

	
The	hope	of	this	passage	for	all	of	us	this	morning,	is	that	-	in	stepping	out	and	

serving	the	least	of	these	that	God	has	placed	in	our	path;	and,	by	extension	then,	
also	loving	and	serving	Jesus	Himself	–	we	are	following	through	on	exactly	what	vs.	
22	of	our	passage	calls	us	to,	namely	to	be	both	hearers	and	doers	of	the	word	of	
God.	And	what	did	God	promise	us	when	we	do	that?	He	promises	both	the	freedom	
and	the	blessing	of	God	Himself;	which	means	we	will	have	both	His	presence	with	
us	as	well	as	the	empowering	of	His	Spirit	to	carry	out	that	service.	

	
And	do	you	know	how	we	can	be	sure	of	that?		We	can	be	sure	of	that	because	

the	transforming	message	of	the	gospel	is	that	God	also	once	looked	down	on	you	
and	on	me	at	our	weakest	and	our	worst;	when	there	was	nothing	we	could	ever	do	
to	help	ourselves,	when	we	were	–	as	the	bible	calls	us	–	wandering	like	sheep	
without	a	Shepherd.		And	in	perfect	obedience	to	His	Father’s	word,	Jesus	came	to	
earth;	giving	up	all	the	glories	of	heaven	and	taking	on	human	flesh;	all	in	order	to	
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pay	the	debt	we	owed	that	we	could	never	hope	to	pay	ourselves	on	the	cross.		And	
so	now,	by	faith	in	Jesus	death	and	resurrection,	we	who	were	once	orphaned	from	
our	true	Father	in	heaven,	became	sons	and	daughters	of	God;	we	who	were	once	
estranged	from	our	true	Bridegroom,	are	united	to	Him	for	all	time	in	covenant	love.	

	
Jesus’	obedience	to	His	Father’s	word	made	all	the	difference	in	the	world	for	us.	

Just	imagine	what	incredible	things	God	has	planned	to	work	both	in	and	through	us	
as	we	do	the	same.	

	
Let’s	pray	and	ask	Him	for	that	grace	to	listen	and	do	all	that	He	reveals	to	us	in	

His	word.	
	


