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“Ruach Reveals” 
II Peter 1:16-21 

~ Delivered at DHBC on February 2, 2014 (Soli Deo Gloria) 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Please open your Bibles to II Peter 1.  READ 16-21. 
Ø He wrote off everything I said about Jesus with one comment. He told me that we 

cannot even talk about what Jesus said because his original words have been 
buried under centuries of corruption to the Bible.  

o A scholar named Bart Erhman wrote a popular book entitled Misquoting 
Jesus in which he makes the point there are between 200,000 and 400,000 
variations in the manuscripts that were used to translate the Bible that is in 
your hands this morning.  A variant is when one manuscript disagrees with 
another.  He then dramatically adds, “There are more variations among 
our manuscripts than there are words in the New Testament.”1   

§ In other words, you cannot trust your Bible because the 
manuscripts it comes from are filled with errors. 

Ø Based on statements like this it is easy to see why people on the Westcoast view 
the Bible as a man made product that cannot be trusted.  Polls continually show 
that people living in B.C., Washington and Oregon are less likely to agree that, 
“The Bible is the inspired Word of God” than anywhere else in North America.2 

o So do books like Matthew, Mark, Luke and John provide reliable historic 
information about Jesus?  Can you trust this book?  This is what we will 
seek to grapple with this morning. 

Ø Today we want to look at what the Bible claims about the Holy Spirit’s role in the 
writing the Scriptures. 

o First, we will talk about the Holy Spirit’s authorship – what was his role, if 
any, in writing the Bible?  Second, the Holy Spirit’s reliability.  Can we 
trust our Bibles?  Third, the Holy Spirit’s message.  If we could crystalize 
the message of the Bible what would it be?  

§ So authorship, reliability, and message. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S AUTHORSHIP 

Ø First then let’s talk about (SHOW SLIDE) the Holy Spirit’s authorship. 
o Let’s get the context here.  Peter had taught his readers that Jesus is going 

to return one day to judge the world and renew all things.  But people were 
scoffing at this idea and saying that Peter and the other apostles were just 
making these things up.   

§ Look at how Peter responds in verse 16.  READ 16 – “We did not 
follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

Ø He then gives two reasons why they should trust his teaching on Jesus’ return.  
First, he was an eyewitness when Jesus was transfigured on the mountain.  He 

                                                
1 Bart Erhman, Misquoting Jesus, 90. 
2 Andrew Grenville, “Mapping spirituality and values in the elusive utopia” in Cascadia: The Elusive Utopia ed. Douglas Todd, 56. 
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says that the transfiguration was a preview of the future glory that Jesus will come 
with.  But the second reason he says we should trust that Jesus is coming again in 
glory is that the Scriptures tell us it will happen.  Look at verse 19. 

o READ 19 – “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain.”  
The word of the prophets is shorthand to refer to all the Scriptures. So this 
is a big claim.  Peter says you can trust Jesus will return in glory because 
eyewitnesses beheld a preview of it but secondly, and even more certain, 
is that the Scriptures tell us Jesus will come in glory. 

§ But that of course assume you can trust the Bible.  Peter’s 
opponents and people today say you can’t trust it.  Peter now turns 
to address that.  He makes two claims about the Bible. 

Ø His first claim is that (SHOW SLIDE) the Bible is not the product of mere 
human thought.  Look at verse 20.  READ 20 – “Above all, you must 
understand…”  Peter is saying, “Christians listen.  There is one thing you must 
learn about the Scriptures.  There is one thing, above all other things, that you 
must know.”  

o What is that critical thing?  “Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 
For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man.”   

§ So Peter is saying, “Above all, you must never think of the 
Scriptures as originating in the thoughts and ideas of men.” 

Ø A few months ago I was given a copy of The United Church Observer from 
Ryerson United Church in Kerrisdale.  It is the official magazine for the United 
Church of Canada.  There was an interview with Kevin Flatt who is the professor 
of church history at Hamilton’s Redeemer University College. 

o In the interview he states that if you really want to understand the United 
Church of Canada in the present day you must go back to the 1960’s when 
the United Church intentionally sought to distance itself from what are 
called “evangelical churches.”  Evangelical churches include Baptists, 
Pentecostals, Mennonites, Alliance, E-Free, and others.  The key issue was 
the authority of the Bible.  Flatt says: 

§ “Evangelicalism takes the Bible as a reliable and authoritative 
guide to life…In parallel, liberalism’s fundamental characteristic 
is a belief that Christianity needs to be updated, evolving to keep 
up with modern thought. This goes along with a more skeptical 
attitude toward the Bible and traditional doctrine.  The liberal 
viewpoint is that the Bible is what people have thought about God 
through the centuries; as civilization progresses, some of those 
ideas become out of date.” 

Ø So the United Church says, “Above all, you must understand that all Scripture is 
‘what people have thought about God through the centuries’.”  Now if you 
believe the Bible is merely the thoughts of men then it logically follows that you 
can disagree with it and correct it.  That is why many United Church pastors deny 
the miracles of the Bible like Jesus’ virgin birth and resurrection.  That is why 
they feel free to change the Bible’s teaching on sexuality.   

o But Peter forcefully states that the Bible is not the product of mere human 
thought.  “Above all, you must understand that…prophecy never had its 
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origin in the will of man.”  Alright Peter, then where did Scripture 
originate from?   

Ø Peter’s second claim is this: (SHOW SLIDE) the Bible is ultimately the product 
of God because the Holy Spirit spoke through men.   

o Look at verse 21.  READ 21 – “For prophecy never had its origin in the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.”   

§ Now let’s be clear here.  Who wrote the Bible?  Was it God or 
men?  Yes.  Notice that Peter says, “men spoke.”  There is a very 
human element to the Bible.  Once you have read the Bible for a 
little while it becomes very obvious that Paul writes differently 
than John and John writes very differently than Mark.   

Ø But notice that it not just that “men spoke.”  No, “men spoke from God.”  So the 
words that these men spoke were the very words of God.  

o Now does Peter mean that human beings were like secretaries who 
transcribed what God spoke?  That is what Islam believes about the Koran 
– that the angel Gabriel appeared to Mohammed in a cave and dictated to 
him the words of Allah.  That is not what Peter is saying. 

Ø Look at verse 21 again.  “Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.”  This word “carried” along or “driven” along is fascinating.  It 
comes from the language of sailing. Turn back with me to Acts 27. 

o Here Paul is prisoner on ship that is caught in a hurricane.  READ 15 –  
“The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so 
we gave way to it and were driven along.”  

§ So the wind drove or carried the ship along in such a way that the 
ship went where the wind took it.  Peter then is saying that the 
human authors of the Bible were like ship’s captains who put up 
their sails.  The wind of the Holy Spirit then carried them along in 
their writing so even though they were at the helm, what they 
wrote was exactly what God wanted them to write.   

Ø Did the writers feel the Spirit as they wrote?  We don’t know.  We simply know 
that they were not robots.  They wrote in their own unique styles with their own 
illustrations, grammar, and ideas.  And yet in some mysterious way everything 
that they wrote was carried along by the Holy Spirit so that the final product was 
exactly the words God wanted. 

o So that is a huge claim. Peter is saying that God Himself, the Holy Spirit, 
is the ultimate author behind this book.  Peter is claiming then that this 
book is unique among all the books of the world.  He is claiming that this 
book is not the best thoughts of human beings about the divine.  It is not 
ideas from within the brains of men for   prophecy did not originate in the 
wills of men.  It is rather knowledge from outside and above ourselves.  It 
is revelation from God Himself and is therefore the ultimate standard of 
truth. 

§ There was a bumper sticker that said, “God said it, I believe it, that 
settles it.”  Peter disagrees.  Peter says, “God said it, that settles 
it.”  Peter’s claim is that it doesn’t matter what you believe.  He is 
saying that your entire life needs to be shaped around this book 
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because it is the Holy Spirit’s revelation of truth to you.  You can 
trust every part of it because “men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

 
THE RELIABILITY OF THE SPIRIT 

Ø With that said, we need to come in the second place to talk about (SHOW 
SLIDE) the reliability of the Spirit.  It is right here that the objection from my 
introduction gets raised.  Even if what Peter says is true a lot of time has passed 
since then.  Surely the story of Jesus has been distorted, added to, and corrupted. 

o This challenge was summed up well in Dan Brown’s book The DaVinci 
Code.  Sir Leigh Teabing, a fictional historian says, “The Bible is the 
product of man…Not God.  The Bible did not fall magically from the 
clouds.  Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous times, and it 
has evolved through countless translations, additions, and revisions.  
History has never had a definitive version of the book.”3   

Ø Let’s tackle this question in regards to what we call “the gospels” – Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John.  We do not of course have the original letter than John, for 
instance, wrote.  We have copies that are then translated into your Bible.   

o The question then is this: (SHOW SLIDE) Can we trust the biblical 
manuscripts (from which our translations are made) to accurately 
represent what the original authors wrote? 

§ You can see how everything rests on this.  If the copies are 
corrupted then we cannot really know who Jesus was or what he 
taught. Let’s say three things in response.  

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) First, the earliest manuscripts of the Gospels are extremely 
close to the events they report.  The earliest manuscript we have is a fragment 
from John dated at 125AD.  We then have many more manuscripts from the 2nd 
century and a great many more from the 3rd and 4th centuries.  So there is at least a 
generation or two gap between the original and the earliest copies we have.  That 
may seem like a lot until you compare it to other ancient writings.   

o For instance, the oldest manuscripts from the ancient historians Josephus 
and Tacitus are from the 9th and 11th century.  So there is a time gap of 800 
to 1000 years and yet historians consider them accurate historical 
documents.  

§ So the Gospels manuscripts that stand behind your Bible are 
unbelievably close to the actual events. 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Second, there is a great abundance of manuscripts.  Scholars 
currently have about 5700 manuscripts of the New Testament.  Obviously the 
more copies you have the easier it is to compare them in order to see which ones 
are in error.   

o In comparison we only have 3 manuscripts of Tacitus and 133 for 
Josephus.  Again though, historians accept Josephus’ reports about what 
happened. 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Third, we can tell within 99.9% accuracy what the gospel 
writers originally wrote. 

                                                
3 Dan Brown, The DaVinci Code, 231. 
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o This is where Bart Erhman comes in with his quote that there are 200,000 
to 400,000 variations in the manuscripts.  Again, a variant is when one 
manuscript says something different than another.  The feeling then is that 
if there are that many errors there is no way we can actually get back to 
what John said in the original.  

§ In reality it the opposite.  The only reason why there are so many 
variants is because we have so many manuscripts.  And with so 
many manuscripts you have more to compare with.  So if 
manuscript #1 is missing a word, and all 4,000 other manuscripts 
contain that word it is pretty easy to see what John originally 
wrote.   

Ø But here is the big point.  Of those 400,000 variants more than 99% of them are 
completely insignificant.  A scribe misspelled a word, or wrote a word twice.  It is 
not like half the manuscripts have John 1-5 and the other half don’t.  Erhman 
himself admits this: “to be sure, of all the hundreds of thousands of textual 
changes found among our manuscripts, most of them are completely 
insignificant, immaterial, and of no real importance for anything other than 
showing that scribes could not spell or keep focused any better than the rest of 
us.”4  But what about the 1%?   

o Even in those there is no teaching of scripture that changes with a variant 
reading.  In other words, if you took those less than 1% variations and then 
re-read the gospels it would not change anything they teach about Jesus. 

Ø So all that to say that the manuscripts that form the basis for the translation you 
hold in your hand, is a faithful and accurate representation of what was originally 
written about Jesus.   

o Now I realize that this does not answer even a quarter of the questions you 
may have on the reliability of Scripture.  I understand that.  I would simply 
encourage you to actually do the research instead of just blindly following 
people who say the Bible is unreliable.   

§ I will provide some resources at the end of the service for you by 
great scholars who have worked through the questions you have.   
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MESSAGE 
Ø Let’s recap where we have come so far.  We have said that the Bible claims to be 

authored by men who spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.  And we have tried to show that the Gospels provide reliable historical 
information about what Jesus said and did.  I want to turn in the third place to talk 
about (SHOW SLIDE) the Holy Spirit’s message.  

o Once we see how astounding it is that God the Holy Spirit has spoken to 
humanity the obvious next question is, what did he talk about?  What is 
the Holy Spirit’s message to us all about? 

Ø You would think that since the Spirit is the author of the Bible, that it would be a 
book all about Him.  Surely, since he is the author he would put himself at centre 
stage.  But as we read the Bible we discover that this is not the case at all.  In fact, 
the Spirit is always in the background.  Front and centre is Jesus, the Son of God.   

                                                
4 Bart Erhman, Misquoting Jesus, 207. 
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o (SHOW SLIDE) The Spirit’s message is not primarily about himself.  
The Spirit’s message is about all that God has done in rescuing us through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We have seen this already 
in our passage today.  In talking about the second coming of Jesus, Peter 
said we should believe it on the basis of his eyewitness testimony about 
the transfiguration but then he went on to say believe it on the basis of the 
more certain word of the prophets.   

§ So notice the logic – the Spirit inspired the prophets.  The prophets 
spoke God’s words.  What did they speak about?  In this context it 
was the coming glory of Jesus.   

Ø Jesus himself made it crystal clear that the Spirit-inspired scriptures are all about 
him.  Turn back with me to Luke 24.  This story takes places after Jesus rose from 
the dead but before he ascended back to heaven.  He finds two of his disciples on 
the road and they are depressed that their Messiah has died and it all seems to be 
over.  Look at how Jesus rebukes them in verses 25-27.   

o READ 25-27 – “He said to them, How foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ 
have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

Ø So as the authors of Scripture were moved by the Spirit to write about what the 
Spirit moved them to write about, what was the central subject and focus of their 
writings?  Jesus.  This is exactly what Jesus said the Spirit would do.   

o In John 15 Jesus said, “When the Counselor comes…the Spirit of 
truth…he will testify about me.”    

§ That is why Bruce Ware writes,  “All Scripture is given to us by 
the Spirit.  And what the Spirit wants to talk about, most 
centrally, is Jesus!”5 

Ø This was the main point last week.  We said that the Holy Spirit’s primary role is 
to shine the spotlight on Jesus.  A good spotlight is hidden.  It does not draw 
attention to itself.  The purpose of a spotlight is to highlight and illuminate 
something else.   

o That is why we quoted JI Packer last week when he said, “The Spirit’s 
message to us is never, ‘Look at me; listen to me; come to me; get to 
know me,’ but always, ‘Look at him, and see his glory; listen to him, 
and hear his word; go to him, and have life; get to know him, and taste 
his gift of joy and peace.’”6 

Ø This should go a long way to correcting many of your wrong views of the Bible.  
Perhaps I should allow Sally Lloyd-Jones to explain this to us.  She wrote a 
children’s Bible that should be read by every adult.  The preface reads like this: 

o “Some people think the Bible is a book of rules, telling you what you 
should and shouldn’t do. The Bible certainly does have some rules in it. 
They show you how life works best. But the Bible isn’t mainly about you 
and what you should be doing. It’s about God and what he has done.  

                                                
5 Bruce Ware, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 112. 
6 Ibid.  Emphasis in the original. 
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Other people think the Bible is a book of heroes, showing you people 
you should copy. The Bible does have some heroes in it, but (as you’ll 
soon find out) most of the people in the Bible aren’t heroes at all…No, 
the Bible isn’t a book of rules, or a book of heroes.  The Bible is most of 
all a Story. It’s an adventure story about a young Hero who comes from 
a far country to win back his lost treasure. It’s a love story about a brave 
Prince who leaves his palace, his throne–everything–to rescues the ones 
he loves. It’s like the most wonderful of fairy tales that has come true in 
real life!  You see, the best thing about this Story is–it’s true.  There are 
lots of stories in the Bible, but all the stories are telling one Big Story. 
The Story of how God loves his children and comes to rescue them.  It 
takes the whole Bible to tell this Story. And at the center of the Story, 
there is a baby. Every story in the Bible whispers his name. He is like the 
missing piece in the puzzle–the piece that makes all the other pieces fit 
together, and suddenly you can see a beautiful picture.” 

§ So you see the Bible is not a book about how you can make 
yourself great.  It is a book that reveals a Saviour to you who 
rescues you and loves you.  

Ø So in light of all we have said today we must conclude with the words of Peter in 
verse 19. Look there with me.  READ 19 - you will do well to pay attention to it, 
as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts.” 

o Since this is the Holy Spirit’s book to us telling us of the Saviour Jesus 
Christ we must pay closer attention to it.  It is a lamp to guide you through 
the darkness of this world.  As Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path.”   

§ Peter says we won’t always need this lamp for we only need it 
“until” the day dawns, until Jesus returns.  For on that day Jesus, 
the morning star that comes with the rising sun, will shed his light 
in our hearts.  On that day we will put our Bible aside for no one 
needs a lamp when the sun rises.  On that day we will see him face 
to face.  Right now we can only know him in part but on that day 
we will know him fully.  

• Until then he has given you this book as a lamp. Are you 
using the lamp to guide your path?  Do you read it?  Do 
you study it and meditate on it?  It is the Holy Spirit’s gift 
to you to reveal the Saviour, Jesus Christ.  You will do well 
to pay attention to it. 
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