
The Fall of Man II: This Time its Personal 

INTRO 

When I was a teenager I watched a soap opera called neighbors, and in it there was this 

character called Dee Bliss. And she was the girl that all the boys on Ramsey Street, where it was 

set, wanted to be with. She formed this beautiful friendship with this character called Toadie, 

he wasn’t very cool, he was a bit of a clown but he was sweet and sensitive and genuine. But 

Dee ended up going out with this guy called Darcy, Darcy was a doctor, he was wealthy but he 

was slimy and manipulative. The first time they meet Darcy tells Dee that he wants her and that 

he always gets what he wants. 

Well Dee ends up with Darcy, and among many other awful things he does, Darcy is cheating on 

Dee with her best friend. Eventually she finds out and gets together with Toadie, who is a 

wonderful man for her, he’s romantic and caring and its bliss. Some time later Darcy returns to 

the show claiming to have turned over a new leaf and begins to strike up a friendship with 

Toadie and with Dee again and he starts to play them against each other and in his craftiness he 

manages to turn Dee against Toadie and split them up and he gets Dee again. Now eventually 

she realizes and ends up marrying Toadie, but wow, did it ever make you angry when Dee 

returned to Darcy, this manipulative creepy guy, I just wanted to throw my TV out the window. 

2 Corinthians 11:2-3 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I 

might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by 

the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure 

devotion to Christ. 

We have been working through Genesis 3 and the Fall of Man and all that this huge event 

means for us as humanity, and in investigating this we’re wanting to draw our attention to a 

couple other places in Scripture that allude to it. Well, our portion this morning does more than 

just allude to it, it puts us right back there in the garden, ready for round II. What we have here 

is a repeat of Genesis 3, but instead of Eve, it’s us, as the church. This text frames the question 

around the idea that Jesus is the lover of the Church and putting up with a different gospel is 

like turning back to your ex. 

 “I promised you to one husband, to Christ” Paul tell the Corinthians, “so that I might present 

you as a pure virgin to him” “But” Paul continues “I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by 

the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from a sincere and pure 

devotion to Christ.” 

Now many times the church is described in Scripture as the bride of Christ, and those of us who 

have been in the church a long time may be used to it, but let’s confront this right here and 

now: it is, for men particularly, a bit weird.  



It may be a load off your mind to hear that it is totally just a metaphor. You aren’t actually 

having to get married to Jesus to be a Christian. There are just a bunch of things about the 

union of the church with Jesus that have similarities to this idea of an “unworthy” woman in the 

ancient near east being pursued and wed to a great and wonderful man. 

If you are a single woman in ancient Corinth, and you marry, you have someone to protect you, 

to provide for you, to declare that you are pure and admirable. You enter into a union, to a 

covenant, to which you are faithful and which defines your life and its purpose. Those are the 

things that this metaphor is trying to speak to. 

The thrust of this text, I put to you this morning, is a call to be exclusively faithful to Jesus for 

these three reasons: 

ONE: Our ex was awful 

TWO: Jesus is awesome 

THREE: The gospel gives us the wisdom to know the difference. 

ONE 

My name is Michael and I’m a Pharisee. Not just a Pharisee, but a Pharisee of Pharisees. A 

Pharisee of Pharisee of Pharisees, the Pharisees in the bible are a bunch of wishy-washy liberals 

as far as I’m concerned. How did I become this way? Well in Romans 7 Paul describes how 

before a person has Jesus as their hope, they are wed to the law. 

So the church, we as a community, were wed to the law. What does that mean? It means the 

law was our provider, comforter, protector and ultimately the hope that we had. The obeying 

of restrictive rules that curb our enjoyment and freedom became our hope. We viewed sin as 

being this exciting, forbidden thing that would be so fun if only we could, but we are stuck with 

this law. We are bound by it. This is our ex, and our ex was awful, it was not fun. Just to bring 

this into focus a bit more, I want to identify two different reactions that people have to being 

wed to the law.  

The first possible reaction is that they are faithful to this poisonous husband, this has always 

own my struggle, I have to face the reality that in this life, I will always minister with that 

tendency. A desire to have this outward moral appearance. When you’re low, you look to the 

comfort of the law, at least I am not a bad person. MY hope is in my ability to perform morally. 

And when this fails to give you the hit you need you become even more legalistic. Jesus said of 

the Pharisees that they tithe their mint and cumin! Imagine that, the offering plate comes by 

and somebody puts in a tenth of their earnings and then they start putting in a tenth of all the 

shrubs that grow in their garden and so on. Anyone who’s ever gossiped has known this reality. 

What’s the essence of gossip, it’s saying I am acceptable because I am better than this other 

person.  



And we, as those who are by nature Pharisees, get so angry when other people sin. Why would 

we be angry when someone else stumbles? It is because we think that they have gotten away 

with something fun and there’s been no consequences for them. We were stuck with the chore 

of obeying God and they got to sin. All of this has its foundation on the idea that, number one, 

sin is not something bad but something good, it is something desirable, that we are forced to 

avoid. And number two, that God’s will for us is not ultimately good, but necessary. 

You’re still wed to the law but you just have a different law. I can’t believe, you say, how 

judgmental religious people are. I can’t believe how they restrict people’s freedom. I would 

never do that, I live and let live. I’m a much better person, I’m chill. I’m understanding of 

people. It’ all law! It’s exactly the same thing! Do you see that this world view has exactly the 

same foundation? That we are righteous above others. That sin is not something bad but 

something good, that we are forced to avoid. And, that God’s will for us is not ultimately good, 

but just commanded as necessary. This was exactly the thinking of Adam and Eve in Eden, it 

says it, Eve saw that the tree was to be desired. No it wasn’t, it was to be despised. 

But this ex is attractive. It’s not every morning that I wake up and say I really wanna be faced 

with the reality of the gospel today. That I am lowly and a sinner and apart from Christ I can do 

nothing. It’s alluring, isn’t it, to notice how you’re better than someone else. 

So in our text, Paul is jealous for our faithfulness to the one husband we are promised to. In 

drawing our minds to think about it in this way Paul is showing us the awful pain that God 

experiences as we are unfaithful and rejecting of Him as our provider. In the same way that 

when you marry there is exclusivity woven in to that covenant, you can’t have more than one, it 

is just so obvious why that is hurtful. Many of you will have experienced what unfaithfulness 

feels like in relationships or at least can imagine.  

So we can look back at our lives as like having been with a really hurtful, selfish and controlling 

lover. The priorities and the way of life that this god taught us was our past. We are thoroughly 

embarrassed at the deception in which we lived. The law is the kind of ex that you do not want 

to bump into at the mall. The law was awful. It failed to provide us with anything more than a 

very cheap hope and it was ultimately worthless in saving us.  

That has not been the case with Christ, all that was promised was given tenfold. Jesus is so 

much the greater savior and greater giver of good gifts, and as time goes on, we have a greater 

understanding of how good these gifts are, there’s no let down, we haven’t taken bait as we 

receive the pleasures of knowing Jesus. All that the Lord has done for us, will we now turn and 

give ourselves to our former god? It is exactly like being in this great relationship where the 

person has provided so much and just been amazing and all that we ever wanted and needed 

then after all that, are we going to return to our ex? How hurtful is that? 

Or to look at it another way, after all these thousands of years as mankind has lamented over 

the Fall of humanity in Eden, and how awful a decision that was, we should not have rejected 



God, we are crying out to Him to return to us that we might return to Him. Now we have that 

back, now we are back with God, are we going to return again to the serpent’s cunning? 

We would be so foolish, the first and most direct call of this passage is simply this: don’t do it. 

Don’t return to your former god in your actions, thoughts, words or anything, do not place your 

trust in this liar. Do not be led astray by the serpent’s cunning. He is not who he says he is. We 

talk a lot about God’s plan for your life, if you could see the plan that Satan has for your life it 

would make your blood run cold. And every time we begin to be lured by the serpents cunning 

we are beginning to turn down that path. 

If you want some very practical application, I simply say this: pursue the pleasures that God 

gives you – all the other fruit in the Garden, is not the whole world a garden of good fruit? 

Good food, good movies, interesting things to see and to do. Your companions in the Garden, 

the people around you, enjoy them, serve them, love them! And ultimately God gives himself as 

a good gift, the ultimate gift, knowing Him. 

TWO 

It is in this sense that we are back in the Garden of Eden. After all these millennia of lamenting 

over this awful event, the gospel has put us back there, as pure virgins, ready to be tested 

again. What does that mean for Paul’s fear in this passage that we may be led astray by the 

serpent’s cunning? Are we now capable of that which Eve was not? What would you have done 

in her shoes, The reality is that we would have done exactly the same thing in Eden and our 

lives are evidence of just this. Doesn’t this strike you as awful, that to this day, even after sitting 

here and dwelling on how awful this rejection and abandonment of Jesus is, you could rise from 

your pew, right now, be put in a place of temptation, and you would not, you do not, possess 

the strength to resist?  This is the story of mankind, you don’t choose Jesus, you choose 

yourself, your own desire. 

Everything for Eden round II is the same, except For Jesus. And this is the difference. We are the 

same, but our husband is different. We aren’t with our ex anymore. The way of the law has no 

hold on us. Christ is our Adam. That is the sole difference between that situation and this one. 

Though we, as Eve, have been faithless - Jesus, as Adam, has remained faithful. Christ cannot be 

tempted, Spurgeon likened it to setting sparks on the surface of water, you cannot set it alight. 

Jesus himself is not led astray as Adam was, no sin will you find in Him. But there is so much 

more than this that Jesus does differently to Adam. 

Adam hid. Jesus does not hide from sin. God calls out to Adam, “Where are you?”. No such 

search is needed is for Jesus, for He is not hiding in the face of sin. Jesus is an almighty warrior 

in the face of sin. He comes to God alone. “Here I am” He says “my bride and I, as a unit, we 

have sinned.” Do you see that unity? We find no divide in the marriage of Christ and the church, 

nowhere to be found are any pointed fingers as if your bride can be guilty and you can be held 

innocent. Jesus, at the cross, takes the sin of his bride to be his own. Jesus says we are guilty, 

not the woman you put here with me ‘done it’, but that we are guilty. We are one, though we 



as Christians are forever trying to sever the bond between us and Christ in our unfaithfulness 

and our lack of trust, Jesus has no such attitude as He intercedes with the Father for our sin. It 

is not our sin as far as He is concerned it belongs to the union. 

Then comes the curse. If the two of you are guilty, says the Father, the two of you are acursed. 

The curse is the same, a guilty couple, a cursed couple. Uh uh, not with Christ as our Adam. It 

was the law, our ex, that brought condemnation, Jesus knows His role, He is the husband, He is 

responsible. He will bear the whole of the curse. He will not for a moment entertain the 

thought that his bride would be accursed. He says I am responsible, I will bear the curse, I will 

bear the condemnation, I will bear the wrath. 

Is the law weak? Christ is strong. Has the law made us a sinner? Jesus is innocent and we have 

inherited that innocence. Is Adam a coward? Christ is a champion. Is Eve guilty? The Church is 

made pure. Is Eve cursed? The Church is blessed. Is Eve naked? The Church is clothed in white. 

Is Eve damned? The Church is rescued. Our ex was awful, it was gonna lead us to our deaths, 

Christ is awesome, He will lead us to eternal life. 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

The Savior promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a throne 

And every voice a song. 

 

He comes the prisoners to release, 

In Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

The iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 

 

THREE 

Well that is the essence of the Gospel right there. That is what has been done at the cross. Are 

the weak then left that way? Is this marriage with Christ doomed to be a one way love where 

we are continually led astray with no improvement? 

Thankfully not. God has revealed Himself through Scripture as His way of drawing us back to 

Him. We do not eternally remain the loved unlovable.  

This is the point that it all ultimately boils down to, the problem that we, as humanity, have as 

sinners is this: presented with Christ, and presented with the law, which is a counterfeit Jesus, 

we nether know the difference or choose the real Jesus. 



It isn’t more morals that we need, it isn’t more persuasive arguments against the serpent’s 

temptations that we need, nor is it a more holy and pious attitude. It isn’t a deeper ingrained 

law “don’t eat the forbidden fruit!”. 

What is it that our hearts need to be healed of the wounds of our “ex” and to be free of this 

past? Is it better sermons? Is it more relevant Church services? Is it better self-discipline? Is it 

listening to more worship music on our iPods?  

What is it that a man needs to conquer this temptation challenge, to choose God over a lie? 

How do we find ourselves able to not eat the fruit? To chose the pleasures of righteousness 

over the pleasures of Sin? Where we are fraught with anxiety about our future and riddled with 

guilt about our past, what cure is there? 

Christ’s ultimate provision for humanity is this: He causes our hearts to know Him, and to yearn 

for Him. You just need to recognize the risen Son of the Most High God over the death-lock of 

the law, and this is the grace of which God has given us when He sends His Holy Spirit, it is to be 

drawn to Christ in a way that our earthly romances only very faintly echo. To be captivated by 

His majesty, to have Christ as our commander-in-chief and see our ex as awful. 

This is the whole story of the bible, people having no heart to choose the real God but being 

given it. To a people who worship idols, God produces great wonders that draw their heart to 

Him, He says “I lead you out of slavery, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm I drew you 

out of Egypt, through a parted sea and with a pillar of cloud and of fire, yeh now you know my 

name.” He provides food in a time of famine, victory in the impossible battle, and the holy lamb 

of God where our sacrifices are pitiful. He draws the heart of His people back to Him, with 

gravity untold. 

I love the story of Jesus with the disciples on the road to Emmaus. Do you know this one, they 

are walking with a man, with Jesus actually, but their eyes had been supernaturally prevented 

from recognizing the face of Jesus, He talks with them on the road all through the Scriptures 

concerning Him. When their eyes are finally opened they are not all that shocked. They turn 

and say to one another, yes we didn’t recognize his face, but, did not our hearts burn within us 

when he talked with us as we traveled. As he journeyed among us, opened the Scriptures and 

befriended us, supernaturally were our eyes prevented from seeing and knowing His face, but 

welling up inside of us, there is just something about Jesus, did not our hearts burn within us? 

That is the effect of grace on a person’s heart as they come to faith. The more we go on with 

our journey, the more we know and recognize Jesus and the more we are drawn to Him above 

all else, and the more we reject out of hand the slick words of temptation that would draw us 

astray. 

Conclusion 

Jesus is the God that has taken our pathetic attempts to be righteous and made us strong. He 

has taken the curse, and He has given us a hope, a comfort and a provision way beyond what 



any earthly husband could provide. Our ex was awful, Jesus is awesome, and as Christians, our 

one distinctive is that we have been given the ability to recognize Him, know Him and be 

faithful to Him. 

To conclude I simply say this: if you have that power within you, that ability to know Jesus and 

to love Him, why would you not seize it? Why would you not unleash your obsession for Christ? 


