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Intro 

What do you truly love in this life?  What are the things/the people/the 
pursuits that you truly value?  Really, I suppose the question I’m asking is, “What do 
you worship?”  Back in September we launched a 5-week series on our core values 
as a church; the very first one being “Everything is worship.”  And in that message, 
we talked about how the word worship is derived from an old-English word worth-
ship.  And we said that to worship something, was to ascribe worth/value to 
someone or something.  

But have you ever started out in pursuit of something: a project, a degree, a 
relationship, whatever, and then found that – once you embarked on that pursuit, 
that it was actually way more costly, way more time consuming, much larger an 
investment than you originally expected?  And then, that really tested your resolve 
as to whether or not you truly valued that pursuit or not? 

I know, for instance, when we put our younger daughter in dance classes, we 
paid the initial fees for the classes and figured we were good then; only to find once 
she began, Oh no no no.  Actually she has to have these specific kind of shoes which 
you’re gonna have to drive all the way out to PoCo to get. And then, Oh yeah, and 
she’s also gonna need special outfits for different dances she performs. Oooooo 
yeah, and BTW, if you really want her to do well and keep up, one class a week isn’t 
going to be enough, so you’re going to have to drive her out to classes twice a week 
now.  And on and on. 

And so, as more and more of the true cost of this pursuit were revealed, it 
really tested our resolve: OK, do we really want to do this?  Is it worth the 
investment?  And in saying, “Yes, it is” then – by default – you are agreeing to 
whatever costs may be incurred in that pursuit.   

Well, we’re continuing in our Advent series this morning entitled Witnesses: 
encounters with the newborn King.  And, if you weren’t here last week, what we 
said we were doing over the next 5 weeks was considering the witness accounts of 
some of the first people to encounter Jesus after His birth.  And these witnesses 
were going to give us written depositions as to what they saw/heard/experienced; 
all with the intent of helping to prove the case that this baby, born over 2000 years 
ago, is much more than just another baby.  That He is, actually, who the bible claims 
that He is: God in human flesh. 

And the witnesses account that we’re going to look at today is of the 
Magi/wise men.  But as we look at their testimony, I think you’re going to see 
something really surprising and unexpected; I know I was surprised.  And the 
reason I say that is simply this: 

With pretty much any other pursuit of something we value in life, everyone 
gets that there will be costs involved. So, for example, we put hours of study and 
thousands of dollars of money into earning our degrees; we put years of our lives 
into the pursuit of playing an instrument well, or excelling in a sport; we invest (at 
least) 18 years of our lives along with thousands of dollars and endure countless 
sleepless nights in order to raise our children into responsible adults.  We totally get 
that those pursuits will be costly and we make those investments anyways b/c we 
believe that the pursuit is worth whatever we have to invest.  And yet//// when it 
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comes to our pursuit and worship of God, somehow all of us at one time or another, 
think it should be different. 

We may all agree that – if Jesus is God – He is worthy of our worship; sure!  
But – if nothing else – one of the big things I want us to see from the wise men’s 
testimony, is that worship// is actually incredibly costly.  And the reason it’s so 
costly is b/c - when Jesus saves us - He wants all of us, not just the parts we feel 
comfortable giving to Him. 

And as we consider what it cost the wise men to worship Jesus, I want us to 
look at our own lives, and consider what it will cost us to do that as well.  So we’re 
going to look at our passage this morning in four ways: we’re going to look at how 
worship will cost our time, worship will cost our reputation, worship will cost 
our patience, then finally how worship will cost our treasure. (X2) 

And, I dunno, maybe this will require a significant shift in your thinking this 
morning and how it is that you think about your worship/pursuit of God.  But just 
like with all these other things in our lives, if we truly believe that the goal of our 
pursuit is valuable /// then no cost will be too high. 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them again to Matthew 2:1 and 
we’ll look now at this second witness account from Jesus’ birth together. 
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Ok, so let’s begin by looking at how: 

1. Worship will cost our time – vs. 1-2 
Now, I should say right from the start/ that Matthew does not take exactly the 

same approach as Luke in writing his gospel.  If you remember last week, we said 
that Luke went around doing interviews and researching the facts in order to prove 
that Jesus was much more than just a baby.  Matthew has the very same goal as 
Luke, but his strategy is different in two ways: 

1. He writes as someone who was transformed himself by Jesus; walking with 
Him as one of His disciples.  So what he’s giving us here is really his own 
eyewitness testimony. 

2. He brings in key pieces of evidence from the OT in order to demonstrate 
how Jesus is the fulfillment of those promises that the Jews were waiting 
for God to fulfill.  And we’ll see one of those pieces of evidence in our 
passage this morning.   

So Matthew begins his account of the wise men and their encounter with Jesus 
here in vss. 1-2.  Look with there.  Matthew writes (READ vs. 1-2).  So Matthew is, 
first of all, placing us in a particular time period in history, which he says is during 
the reign of Herod the great in Jerusalem.  And he says that these men who’ve come 
looking for Jesus are called Magi which is BTW where we get our modern English 
word magician. Some of your translations will have these guys called wise men or as 
kings but much of the same thing is implied by these different titles.  And then // 
Matthew also tells us that these guys have come from the east. 

Now, maybe you’re already sensing what the problem is here.  B/c Matthew is 
giving us very vague details here isn’t he?  I mean, “Magi/wise men came” How 
many?  We don’t know.  Traditionally, it’s been suggested that it was three b/c we 
have three gifts listed that they brought to Jesus, but the text says nowhere how 
many there were.  Or how about, “They came from east of Jerusalem” … ok, where 
east? And the reality is that if we were to unpack all that we know about these guys 
for a fact, we’d likely be here for, like 3-4 …. Seconds!  B/c we know almost nothing 
about them for certain.  Now there are a few probable theories of who these guys 
actually were.  The one I find to be the most probable is that they were from 
Babylon.  And I believe that b/c in the book of Daniel in the OT, after Daniel finds 
favor with the king of Babylon, we’re told that the king puts him over all of his other 
wise men in the whole kingdom.  The role of these wise men was – among other 
things – the interpretation of mysteries, dreams and signs, which included heavenly 
signs such as the study of astrology.  Knowing that, I don’t find it too hard to believe 
that Daniel’s influential leadership over all the other wise men in ancient Babylon 
wouldn’t have included his interpretation of Numbers 24:17 which speaks of a star 
coming out of Israel that would signal the birth of the Messiah.  I think that lines up 
very well with the stated reason the Magi give for making this trip to Jerusalem 
which we see in vs. 2 – look with me there.  They ask Herod (READ vs. 2).  You see, 
they say, “We saw His star” so they are expecting to find a baby boy. And they say 
the whole reason they’ve come/// is to worship Him. 

And this is where we begin to see what it cost these wise men to come and 
worship Jesus.  The distance from Babylon to Jerusalem along the main trade route 
was around 800 miles.  So the trip alone would have taken them over 40 days.   Just 
imagine yourself travelling for a month and a half – one way! – on dangerous, un-
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policed roads and through all kinds of weather conditions.  And there weren’t no 
Marriots or Holiday Inns on the way either.  They would have had to have been 
100% invested in this journey and absolutely certain that their interpretation of this 
star-sign was accurate; you don’t make a journey like this on a hunch. 
App 

And as we consider the amount of time alone invested in study and research 
of this star-sign in the sky, as well as the month and a half journey just to get there 
// I think we would all agree that this pursuit of Jesus to come and worship Him cost 
these guys a significant amount of time.  And we’d probably also all agree that no 
one gives this amount of time and energy to something that they believe is a waste 
of time.  It’s clear that these wise men were convinced that what they were coming 
to see was worth it. 

Now, if you’re not a Christian here today, I think even that little piece of 
information ought to make you stop and consider the validity of this second 
testimony.  These guys who were – in effect – the leading scientists of their day 
found the evidence supporting Jesus being much more than just a baby so 
compelling, that they were willing to set out on a massive journey in order to 
investigate their findings. 

And if you are a Christian here today, the first thing I want to ask you – you 
who say believe that Jesus is who the bible says He is – is: what kind of time do you 
give to your continued pursuit of Jesus?  Now, it’s funny that we’re doing a series 
about witnesses and court cases b/c I can almost hear every one of your inner 
defense attorneys slamming the table and calling out “Objection!  Badgering the 
witness.”  Well, listen, just put down you Blackberry’s for a second and hear me out. 
I’m not saying, “OK everyone, quit your jobs on Monday and we’ll all become monks 
in a cave somewhere in Chilliwak; reading the bible and praying all day.” We live in 
one of the most expensive cities in the world and we need to work in order to 
provide for ourselves and for our families.  But what I am asking you is: when you 
think of the way you use the same 24 hours that everyone else has in a day, would 
you – or more importantly – would the people who know you best, say that the way 
you use your time shows that you value your relationship with Jesus? 

We only have time for one way we should be doing this, and so I’ll talk about 
personal worship.  Do you make consistent time for personal worship through 
reading of God’s word and prayer?  I don’t know anyone – Christian or not – who 
would say, “What?  Christians are supposed to read the bible and pray?!”  And yet 
how many of us give regular, dedicated time to those things? And listen, that time 
could look a thousand different ways.  It could be 15-20 in the morning or just 
before bed; it could be reading the bible on your phone and then praying on your 
bus to work/school; it could be subbing out the Adele remix album for worship 
music in your headphones for your run or your work out.  The point is: our 
relationship with God is supposed to be the most valuable thing in the world to us.  
And if you don’t have time to read the bible or pray, but you got time to check sports 
highlights or catch up on fb, then there’s a spiritual disconnect there, right? 
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Alright, so that’s our time.  And, I know we covered a lot there, but time is a 

big one b/c it’s one of our most treasured resources.  Next, I want us to look at how: 
2. Worship will cost our reputation – 2-8 
First of all where we see this in the text is in vs. 2 – look with me there.  The wise 

men come right into Herod’s court, and – publically, in front of his wife and officials 
and courtiers etc. – ask him (READ vs. 2). 

Now you don’t have to be a historian to understand how these wise men are 
risking their reputations here; they’re not clueless as to what they are asking Herod.  
Beyond that, these guys have rolled into Jerusalem with their foreign clothes and 
their blinged-out camels and many in Jerusalem probably would have already been 
wondering about their arrival; everyone’s twitter feeds were going crazy with all the 
#wisemen tweets. So they’ve got a measure of celebrity at this point anyways. 

But the question they ask right out of the gate would have been exactly like 
walking into Kim Jong Un’s palace in North Korea and asking him, “Where’s the true 
supreme leader of North Korea that’s going to take your place?  We understand he 
was just born, and we’d like to go and worship him.” 

As I say, you don’t need to be a scholar of ancient near-eastern history to 
understand why we read in vs. 3 that Herod and all Jerusalem are “disturbed” by 
this.  I mean Herod likely is worried about losing his en-suite bathroom with the 
Jacuzzi tub, and all his officials are likely thinking they need to go dig out their 
resumes.   

Now Kajle is going to look at Herod next week, so I don’t want to say too much 
more about him.  But we need to at least see his initial response.  So he calls in the 
chief priests and teachers of the law and asks them to check this out and tell them 
what they know about this star and the birth of this Christ/Messiah King.  And with 
what appears to be no hesitation at all these dudes are like, “Oh yeah, that’s easy.  
He’ll be born in Bethlehem of Judea.”   

And right here is where Matthew includes “exhibit B” - one of his ancient pieces 
of OT evidence to support his testimony. And he quotes the passage of Scripture 
from Micah – who is the OT prophet the priests and teachers of the law were 
referring to – talking about how this ruler over all Israel would come out of 
Bethlehem.  And Matthew’s point in submitting this piece of evidence, is that Jesus is 
the fulfillment of this OT promise. 
App 

Well, thankfully, Herod send the wise men off to go and find out exactly 
where this baby is to be born, all under the auspices that he too wants to go and 
worship Him.  But just think of what these men were risking/ by coming to the 
present ruler/ and telling him they were seeking a greater ruler than him to go and 
worship. You could say, even more than their reputation as celebrities, they were 
risking their lives. 

And yet the value of this newborn King is so great to them, that they willingly 
sacrifice their reputation, and even their favor with king Herod, in order to maintain 
their pursuit of Him. 

So the obvious question that begs is: are we willing to sacrifice our own favor 
with friends/family/bosses in order to continue our pursuit/worship of Jesus?  The 
wise men could have told Herod they were just in town for some duty-free shopping 
or whatever, but they purposely make their pursuit known. 
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As I mentioned in the core values series, pastor/author Tim Keller rightly 

says, one of the simplest ways for us to demonstrate and declare the gospel in our 
lives is just to let it be known that we are Christians.  Yes, there is risk involved in 
that.  But/ if the goal of our worship is valuable enough to us, we should be willing 
to pay the cost of people possibly thinking less of us/mis-characterizing us if they 
know who we worship above all. 
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Alright, so we’ve looked at how worship will cost us our time and then our 
reputation.  Lastly I want to talk about how worship will cost us our patience and 
our treasure and we’ll actually look at these a bit more quickly.  So thirdly, let’s 
look at how: 

3. Worship will cost our patience – vs. 9-10 
And we see that in vs. 9-10 of our passage - look with me there.  Matthew records 
(READ vs. 9-10).  So – it’s not a part of the story we often consider – but what 
Matthew is saying here is that – for a while anyways – the star the wise men had 
been following is gone; or it’s moved and is not where they’re expecting to find it.  
But then, it goes ahead of them and appears directly over the place where Jesus is.  
Which is why we read in vs. 10 that they are “overjoyed” when they see the star.  
They may have been thinking, “What?  Did we make this journey for nothing?”  So to 
see the star again was a huge relief.  But that period of darkness – as well as the long 
journey to Jerusalem – required a great deal of patience in waiting to see the fruit of 
all their efforts, didn’t it? 
App 

And I know for some of us in here this morning, perhaps you’re living in that 
same period of darkness; where you’ve been pursuing Jesus and yet – for whatever 
reason – you’ve los sight of the star and can’t see its guiding light right now.  And 
maybe like the wise men, you’re even scared that you made this journey for nothing.   

My encouragement to you, if that’s you this morning, is to remain patient and 
don’t give up hope of seeing its light again.  Keep looking to His word; keep crying 
out to Him in prayer; don’t shut yourself off from the community of faith He’s placed 
around you. It is my firm belief that – just like for these wise men – God will reward 
your continued pursuit of Him, even if it feels like right now you’re walking in the 
dark. 

 
True worship will cost you your time, your reputation, your patience and 

lastly, we’ll look at how: 
 
4. Worship will cost our treasure – vs. 11 
This is usually one of the main things spoken of when we talk about the wise 

men; their coming to worship Jesus with their gifts.  Now, we’ve already said at the 
start: just b/c there are three gifts does not mean that there are only three wise 
men; it just means they brought three gifts.  Another thing to point out is that little 
word “house” in vs. 11.  Did you see that?  Based on that, as well as the age of boys 
Herod is looking for once the wise men “get wise” and go home another way without 
stopping in for tea with Herod, means that by the time the wise men get to Jesus He 
is already at least a year old if not closer to two years old, and he’s living in a house 
now, not a stable. 

And that’s hilarious b/c almost every Christmas card or nativity scene you see, 
has what? The shepherds and the wise men all huddled outside the stable peeking in 
at the infant Jesus.  Vs. 11 particularly says, “nope.”  And, no, it doesn’t say that there 
wasn’t, but that probably also means there wasn’t no little drummer boy there 
either playing for Jesus.  Great song but // probably not. 

At points in the history of the church, the gifts that the wise men brought were 
also given theological significance.  The gold was meant for Jesus as the King; the 
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incense for Jesus the high Priest; and the Myrrh (and embalming spice) for Jesus 
the Sacrifice for the world.  I don’t think it’s necessarily in appropriate to attach that 
significance to those gifts, though we should be say that the text doesn’t tell us that.  
But it certainly is helpful in thinking about who this baby was and why He came and 
so – for myself – I still like to think of their gifts that way, even if they didn’t mean 
them that way.  What we see plainly is that they brought costly treasures in order to 
worship this newborn King.  And historians tell us that these gifts would likely have 
been what funded Mary and Joseph to flee to Egypt once they were warned to leave 
Bethlehem. 
App 

And whenever we talk about the giving of our treasure in worship, it’s one of 
those really tricky areas for us.  This is particularly true for many of us – myself 
included – living in an affluent, wealthy country like Canada or the USA.  And one of 
the reasons for that is b/c we operate within a mindset where the word “need” is 
very easily substituted for the word “want” and nobody really even bats an eye at 
that.  And so, you start talking about giving sacrificially in worship and - many of us 
– we can’t even differentiate between the necessities of life and the things that make 
us feel cozy and comfortable. We think they’re the same thing many times. 

And then beyond that we often think of treasure categorically; as just money, 
and we don’t broaden that definition to include things like our kids, or security, or 
the opinion of others. 

For me, when I think about what it means to sacrifice our treasure in 
worship, I immediately go to the story of Abraham and Isaac; where God asks 
Abraham to offer up his only son - the son of the promise – in worship of Him. He 
looks into Abraham’s soul and discovers what it is that he truly worships, and says, 
that won’t fulfill you – only I can do that.  When it comes to worshipping God with 
our treasure, let me simply say this: you can’t look around you to find out what it 
looks like// you have to look inside.  The wise men gave to Jesus what was 
important to them/what mattered to them.  What is that for you?  What do you truly 
treasure in your heart.  That is what God is asking you to give in worship of Him b/c 
in doing so you declare Him as the true object of your worship. 
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Conclusion 
 I’ll say this much: when you think about worship being costly, the only thing 
that makes that not weird and awkward, is if we see our worship and pursuit of 
Jesus as equally valuable – if not infinitely more valuable – than all the other things 
we pursue in this life. 

And the easiest way to make that shift, is to contemplate and think about 
when it is – as well as why it is  - that Jesus came.  When it is, is – as Romans 5 tells 
us – is when we were at our very worst.  God didn’t wait until we’d figured out how 
colossally wrong and in need we were to come.  He came when we were at our most 
rebellious; our most defiant; our most annoying.  And why He came was in order to 
do what we could never do on our own, viz. fix the broken relationship between us 
and God.  He came – knowingly – to suffer what we deserved, and he did it in order 
to pick up the tab for every failure we could ever conceive of. 

When you think about that; when you think about Christmas, doesn’t that 
make our worship of Jesus – who secures your standing with God now and for all 
eternity in His life, death and resurrection – worth any cost.  Doesn’t that make 
pursuit of Him more valuable than any other pursuit in this life?  It’s worth our 
everything//// which is also precisely what He asks of us. 

And in one sense, you could say that these wise men actually began their 
worship of Jesus long before they ever bowed before Him with their gifts; which 
made the journey to Him itself an act of worship.  For you and I today, our pursuit of 
Jesus is no less an act of our worship until we see Him one day, bow before Him and 
lay down our crowns at His feet. 


