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Expanding	beyond	comfort	-	Part	II:	a	witness	to	a	Pharisee	Acts	9:1-31	
WCP	

Intro	
	 People’s	stories	of	their	coming	to	faith	in	Jesus	never	cease	to	amaze	and	encourage	me.	For	
one	thing,	they’re	so	diverse;	while	they	may	have	similar	elements,	no	one’s	story	is	ever	exactly	the	
same.	And,	beyond	that,	their	stories	are	also	encouraging	and	faith	building	as	you	listen	to	the	
limitless	means	the	Holy	Spirit	has	available	to	draw	people	to	Himself.	

One	such	story	that	I	return	to	now	and	then	is	of	the	former	atheist,	author/professor	C.S.	
Lewis;	who	you	may	know	as	the	writer	of	the	Chronicles	of	Narnia.	He	had	a	few	Christian	
colleagues/witnesses	in	his	life,	including	guys	like	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien,	that	walked	with	him	and	encouraged	
him	to	engage	with	the	truths	of	the	bible,	which	he	did	over	time;	eventually	coming	to	faith	at	the	age	
of	32.		On	his	coming,	first,	to	a	belief	in	the	existence	of	God,	Lewis	writes,	“I	gave	in,	and	admitted	that	
God	was	God,	and	knelt	and	prayed:	perhaps,	that	night,	the	most	dejected	and	reluctant	convert	in	all	
England.”	Then,	as	he	further	came	to	believe	the	gospel	and	in	salvation	through	Jesus,	Lewis	stated,	“I	
know	very	well	when,	but	hardly	how,	the	final	step	was	taken.	I	was	driven	to	Whipsnade	one	sunny	
morning.	When	we	set	out,	I	did	not	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God,	and	when	we	reached	the	
zoo	I	did.”			

Now,	firstly,	we	shouldn’t	conclude	from	Lewis’	testimony,	that	he	was	some	kind	of	soft-
minded	fool	who	was	easily	lured	into	believing	a	fairytale	after	a	few	weeks	of	trying;	Lewis	was	an	
Oxford	professor,	fiercely	intellectual	and	logical,	and	a	determined	rationalist	after	his	mother’s	death	
as	a	young	boy.	

Secondly,	we	should	also	acknowledge	that,	aside	from	a	consistent	witness	from	others,	there’s	
nothing	truly	repeatable	about	Lewis’	conversion;	we	wouldn’t	conclude,	“Oh	I	get	it;	if	I	want	my	
unsaved	friends	to	believe	in	Jesus,	I	need	to	take	them	on	a	trip	to	the	zoo!”	

But	what	I’d	like	us	all	to	see	this	morning	in	our	time	together	is	that	that	one	repeatable	
element	in	Lewis’	testimony,	viz.	a	consistent	witness,	is	the	very	thing	we	all	need	to	strive	towards	in	
our	own	witness	today.		B/c,	think	about	it:	how	easy	would	it	have	been	to	encounter	Lewis’	brilliant	
mind/sharp	rationalism	and	conclude	(for	God),	that	Lewis	was	a	lost	cause/beyond	reach?		Or	when	the	
gospel	was	shared	with	him	and	he	didn’t	seem	to	respond	positively	in	any	noticeable	way,	how	simple	
would	it	have	been	to	just	move	on	with	a,	“Well,	at	least	I	tried!”?	

And	I	say	all	that	b/c	what	we	see	in	Lewis’	life,	and	what	we’re	absolutely	going	to	see	in	our	
passage	today	as	well,	is	that	coming	to	a	saving	faith	in	Jesus	is	not	this	neat	and	tidy,	formulaic	process	
whereby	you	combine	parts	A	and	B	and	out	pops	a	new	Christian.		No,	what	we	see	exemplified	in	the	
life	of	Saul	of	Tarsus	is	that	saving	faith	in	Jesus	is	very	often	a	much	more	mysterious	and	drawn	out	
process	than	we’re	comfortable	admitting	at	times.		And	if	we	forget	that,	we	can	end	up	either	deciding	
for	God	who	He’s	able	to	save,	and	not	witness	to	them	at	all	or	we	can	cease	our	witness	too	quickly;	
presuming	that	b/c	we	shared	the	gospel	and	no	immediate	change	took	place,	no	further	witness	is	
needed.		And	if	you	forget	everything	else	I	say	this	morning,	I	pray	you’d	remember	this:	Many	times,	
the	message	of	the	gospel	needs	to	simmer	in	the	heart/mind	–	maybe	even	for	years	–	before	
someone	is	finally	ready	to	accept	it	and	be	saved	by	it.		

	
Well,	we’re	gonna	see	that	up	close	and	personal	in	our	passage	today	as	we	continue	in	our	

series	in	the	book	of	Acts:	Pioneer	Church.		And	along	with	that	-	as	we	began	our	little	three-part	series	
w/i	a	series	last	week	called	“Expanding	beyond	comfort”	–	we’re	also	going	to	see	how	God	continues	
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to	assign	friends/witnesses	-	in	this	case,	a	whole	series	of	them	-	in	order	to	help	facilitate	the	welcome	
of	this	next	“new	kid”	into	the	class:	Saul	or	Tarsus;	a	new	addition	who	is	absolutely	going	to	push	the	
church’s	comfort	boundaries.	

And	so,	in	order	to	understand	what	this	looks	like,	and	why	I	believe	we	should	work	to	develop	
a	much	longer	view	of	our	witness,	I	want	to	look	at	our	passage	in	four	ways.		I	want	to	show	you:	A	
line	in	the	sand,	A	brotherly	embrace,	An	encouraging	escort,	and	then	finally	we’ll	close	with	
Developing	a	slow-release	view	of	witness	(x2).	

So,	if	you’ve	closed	your	bibles,	please	open	them	again	to	Acts	9	and	follow	along	with	me	as	
we	look	now	at	this	witness	to	a	Pharisee.	
	
So,	let’s	look	first	of	all	at:	

1. A	line	in	the	sand	–	vss.	1-9	
	 If	you	look	back	at	8:3	with	me,	you	see	that	our	passage	in	chapter	9	is,	actually,	picking	up	the	
story	from	where	chapter	8	left	of	with	Saul	going	on	this	rampage	to	destroy	the	church.		And	now	that	
he	believes	he’s	sufficiently	suppressed	the	growth	of	the	church	in	Jerusalem,	Saul	now	begins	to	widen	
his	efforts;	going	after	the	Christians	who	fled	to	these	surrounding	areas	where	he	has	heard,	
undoubtedly,	that	the	church	is	spreading.		So,	we	see	in	vs.	2	–	look	with	me	there	-that	Saul	has	asked	
for	letters	from	the	high	priest	-	likely	either	letters	of	introduction	(jurisdiction	requests)	or	extradition	
orders	–	so	that	any	followers	of	the	Way	that	he	finds	in	Damascus	he	can	arrest	and	take	back	to	
Jerusalem.	

I	mean,	when	you	look	at	the	lengths	Saul	goes	to,	to	stamp	out	this	Jesus	brush-fire;	if	C.S.	
Lewis	was	the	most	reluctant	convert	in	all	of	England,	Saul,	here,	has	to	be	-	hands	down	-	the	most	
unlikely	convert	in	the	whole	bible.	

So,	Saul	is	heading	out	on	this	6-day,	136	mile	hunting	trip	to	Damascus.	And	on	the	very	last	
day	of	the	trip	–	just	as	he	is	about	to	unleash	a	new	firestorm	on	the	church	in	Damascus	-	we	see	in	vs.	
3	that	Saul	crosses,	really	something	like	an	invisible	line	in	the	sand	that	Jesus	has	drawn,	and	the	
moment	he	does	that,	nothing	is	ever	the	same	for	him	again.		Look	at	vs.	3	(READ	vss.	3-4).	

Now,	there’s	a	number	of	things	going	on	here.		Let	me	try	and	walk	us	through	some	of	the	
highlights	here:	

1.	We	see	in	vs.	4,	8	that	–	as	a	result	of	Jesus,	the	Light	of	the	world,	shining	on	Saul	–	he	is	
stopped	in	his	tracks,	knocked	to	the	ground,	and	blinded.	Here	-	just	like	in	the	book	of	Daniel	when	
king	Nebuchadnezzar’s	animalistic	pride	is	manifested	outwardly	in	his	losing	of	his	mind	and	living	like	
an	animal	for	7	years	–	I	think	Paul’s	physical	blindness	is,	in	part,	also	meant	to	demonstrate	outwardly	
the	spiritual	condition	of	his	heart.	

2.	There’s	this	whole	conversation	that	takes	place	now	between	Saul	and	Jesus	in	vss.	4-6,	but	
we	see	in	vs.	7	this	seemingly	throw-away	mentioning	that	although	Saul’s	travelling	companions	do	
hear	what’s	going	on,	they	don’t	see	Jesus	like	Saul	does.	What’s	that	about?	Well,	for	doctor	Luke	–	the	
author	of	Acts	whose	compiling	all	these	testimonies	–	the	whole	reason	for	vs.	7	is	to	show	
corroborating	evidence;	to	show	that	Saul	wasn’t	just	sun-stroked	and	hallucinating	after	6	days	in	the	
sun.		

3.	We’ve	talked	about	this	already	once	or	twice,	but	it’s	worth	noting	again	at	the	end	of	vs.	4	
how	Jesus	so	identifies	with	His	church	that	when	He	comes	to	Saul,	He	doesn’t	ask	him	why	he	is	
persecuting	the	church/His	people,	He	asks,	“Why	are	you	persecuting	ME!”		A	corollary	to	this	I	think	
we	see	in	Matt.	25	when	Jesus	speaks	of	the	final	judgment	of	all	mankind	over	which	He	himself	will	
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preside,	at	which	people	are	told,	“Whatever	you	did	unto	the	least	of	these	my	brothers,	you	did	it	unto	
Me.”		

4.	Finally,	I	think	one	of	the	most	striking	things	we	see	here	is	in	vs.	5.	Saul	asks	this	figure,	
“Who	are	you,	Lord?”	To	which	Jesus	replies,	“I	am	Jesus.”	

Now,	this	is	where	I	just	want	to	stop	and	camp	for	a	minute,	b/c,	just	think	about	that	for	a	
second.		With	those	three	words,	“I	am	Jesus”	Jesus	takes	everything	Saul	thought	he	knew	and	hated	
about	Jesus,	and	obliterates	it	in	a	moment.		And	this	isn’t	a	passage	we	often	go	to	for	Easter	Sunday,	
but	I	tell	you	what;	what	we	see	here	is	that	Saul	absolutely	understood	the	implications	of	Jesus’	
resurrection.		If	Jesus	was	a	fake-Messiah	spreading	fairytales	about	Himself	and	God,	which	His	
followers	are	now	continuing	to	spread,	then	He	was	a	liar/fake	to	be	dismissed	and	snuffed	out.		But	…	
if	Jesus	is	truly	risen	from	the	dead	and	standing	here	now	before	Saul,	then	that	means	that	everything	
He	ever	said	and	taught	about	Himself	being	the	Son	of	God,	is	true!		And	Saul	knew	it	and	it	completely	
turned	his	world	upside	down.		In	a	sense,	Saul	almost	has	an	experience	here	like	Thomas	in	John	20,	
when	Jesus	appeared	to	him	and	told	him	to	touch	his	hands	and	side.	With	those	three	simple	words,	
just	like	He	did	to	Thomas,	Jesus	says	to	Saul,	“Stop	doubting	and	believe.”	
App	

In	that	great	hymn	by	the	same	name,	the	words	remind	us,	“This	is	my	Father’s	world,	O	let	me	
ne’re	forget,	that	though	the	wrong	seems	oft	so	strong,	God	is	the	ruler	yet.”		And	I	think	what	that	
hymn	and	this	passage	show	us,	at	the	very	least,	is	that	no	matter	how	bleak/scary/seemingly	out	of	
control	a	situation	may	look	to	us,	God	has	not	stepped	off	His	throne,	and	He	can	be	trusted	to	act	
according	to	His	perfect	will.		No,	that	doesn’t	mean	we’re	always	going	to	like/understand	what	God	
does	allow	into	our	lives;	but	one	great	hope	of	this	passage	for	us	all	is	that	no	matter	how	fast	and	far	
we	may	be	watching	someone	sprinting	away	from	God;	one	day,	they	too	will	reach	that	same	invisible	
line	in	the	sand	where	Jesus	says,	“You	may	go	this	far	and	no	further.”	

	
	
	
	

So,	that’s	A	line	in	the	sand.	A	true	hope	for	everyone	seeking	to	be	witnesses	for	Jesus	to	someone	
who	repeatedly	rejects	Him.		The	next	thing	we’ll	see	from	this	passage	is:	

2. A	brotherly	embrace	–	vss.	10-19	
	 When	we	come	to	vs.	10	now	–	look	with	me	there	–	we	get	this	scene	shift;	almost	like	Luke	is	
saying,	“Meanwhile,	back	at	the	ranch,	Pa	was	having	his	own	trouble	with	the	horses	…”		And	this	is	
where	we’re	introduced	to	the	first	“assigned	friend/witness”	Jesus	sends	to	help	facilitate	Saul’s	
welcome	into	the	church.	

And	much	like	last	week	when	the	Spirit	called	Philip	out	into	the	desert/go	up	beside	that	
Ethiopian	official’s	chariot,	here	Jesus	sends	this	man	Ananias	to	stop	what	he’s	doing	and	go	to	a	house	
on	Straight	Street.		And	although	that	in	and	of	itself	is	not	such	a	big	deal,	when	Ananias	is	told	what	
he’s	supposed	to	do	when	he	gets	there,	he	is	probably	wondering	if	he’s	got	really	bad	cell-reception	or	
if	he	ate	some	bad	pizza	the	night	before;	b/c	what	he’s	told	to	do	sounds	like	a	suicide	mission.	Look	at	
vss.	11-12.	Ananias	is	told,	(READ	vss.	11-12).	

This	would	literally	be	like	some	underground	church	pastor	in	North	Korea	being	told	in	a	
dream,	“Hey,	I	want	you	to	go	down	to	the	palace	and	ask	for	a	man	named	Kim	Jong	Un.”		I	mean,	if	
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that’s	you	or	me	–	exactly	like	Ananias	in	vss.	13-14	–	we’re	gonna	be	like,	“Ummmm	….sorry?!		Jesus,	I	
don’t	know	if	you	know	who	this	guy	is	but,	I	don’t	mind	telling	you,	that’s	a	super	bad	idea!”	

And	like	I	said	last	week,	although	we’d	all	like	to	have	more	clarity	from	God	at	times	as	to	what	
His	will	is	for	us,	what	we	see	here,	again,	should	maybe	make	us	happy	for	those	question-marks	at	
times	regarding	God’s	will.	

But	this	is	the	first	place	where	we	see	what	I	was	talking	about	at	the	start.		Maybe	we’d	all	
want	to	argue	that	he	had	good	reason,	but	what	we’re	seeing	here	is	that	Ananias,	ultimately,	sees	Saul	
as	someone	un-reachable	by	God/someone	outside	of	God’s	ability	to	transform.		I	think	that’s	
absolutely	why	Ananias	hears	this	clear	command	from	God	and	yet,	still,	proceeds	to	inform	the	
sovereign	God	of	the	universe	about	some	stuff	He	didn’t	know/hadn’t	considered.	
App	

And	I	think	if	we’re	honest,	we’d	have	to	admit	that	there	are	people	in	our	lives	we	have	done	
the	same	thing	for	as	well	–	family/friends/whatever;	people	that	we	have	concluded,	for	God,	are	
outside	of	His	ability	to	reach.		And	there	can	be	all	kinds	of	good	reasons	for	feeling	that	way:	

- Maybe	you’ve	been	deeply	hurt	by	that	person	
- Maybe	they’re	hostile	and	abusive	towards	any	mention	of	Jesus	
- Maybe	they’re	just	the	most	wicked,	evil	person	you	know	of	
And	yet	although	Saul	is	all	of	those	things	to	Ananias	(and	probably	more)	Jesus’	command	is	

still,	“Go!		I	want	you	to	place	your	hands	on	this	man	and	pray	for	him	to	be	healed.		I	want	you	to	be	
my	witness	to	him;	to	welcome	him	into	the	class.”	

And	the	reason	Jesus	gives	Ananias	for	this	command	in	the	second	half	of	vs.	11	is	truly	
incredible	and	yet	totally	miss-able.		Jesus	says,	“For	he	is	praying.”		Now	why	is	that	a	big	deal	for	a	
Pharisee	to	be	praying?		Well,	if	you	look	at	vs.	9	we	see	that	for	three	days,	Saul	is	in	utter	darkness	
with	nothing	to	eat	or	drink.		He	has	nothing	to	do	but	sit	with	his	own	thoughts	(not	unlike	Jonah	in	the	
belly	of	the	whale).		And,	no,	it’s	not	explicit	in	the	text,	but	I	think	after	three	days	a	fear,	humiliation,	
shock	and	deep,	painful	processing,	Saul	the	Pharisee	is	finally	breaking;	breaking	under	the	weight	of	all	
that	he’s	coming	to	understand	about	Jesus,	and	for	the	very	first	time,	is	praying	to	Him:	this	Jesus	who	
he	now	believes	to	be	the	Son	of	God	He’d	claimed	to	be.			

And	this,	right	here,	is	why	we	can’t	write	people	off	-	either	b/c	we	think	they’re	too	far	gone	or	
b/c	they	haven’t	responded	to	our	witness	up	until	now.		B/c	–	just	like	Ananias	-	you	don’t	have	any	
clue	what	the	Spirit	may	be	doing	in	someone’s	heart	behind	closed	doors;	and	at	the	very	moment	God	
sends	you	to	witness	to	that	person	that	you	figured	was	a	lost	cause,	they	may	be	praying.			

And	look	at	the	beautiful	result	of	Ananias’	obedient	trust	in	God	to	expand	his	comfort	zone	in	
vss.	17-19.	(READ	17-19).		You	see	there	in	vs.	17	–	placing	his	hands	on	this	fearful	man;	this	is	an	act	of	
obedience,	yes,	but	this	is	also	of	embrace;	an	embrace	–	look	-	that	also	comes	with	the	extension	of	
Jesus’	welcome	to	this	outcast;	you	see,	calling	him	“brother	Saul.”		Did	you	know	that	God’s	family	
doesn’t	have	probationary	members?	And	whomever	God	has	accepted	we	dare	not	treat	as	anything	
but	fellow	adopted	brothers	and	sisters.	

This	is	why	I	will	continue	to	remind	us	–	myself	included	–	as	long	as	I	serve	as	your	pastor:	God	
doesn’t	call	us	to	be	bouncers/gate-keepers	in	the	Kingdom	of	God,	He	calls	us	to	be	greeters.	Just	
imagine	all	that	would	have	been	lost	if	Ananias	had	not	stepped	outside	his	comfort	zone	to	welcome	
this	new	student	into	the	class?		And	just	imagine	all	that	might	be	gained	if	you	will	only	do	the	same	
for	those	difficult,	resistant,	fearful	people	God	may	be	calling	you	to	witness	to	in	your	own	life.	
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So,	that’s	A	line	in	the	sand	and	A	brotherly	embrace.		This	third	point	is	much	shorter,	but	I	want	you	
to	also	see	how	God	provides:	

3. An	encouraging	escort	–	vss.	26-31	
	 And	this	is	important,	b/c	once	Saul	comes	to	faith	in	Jesus	and	receives	that	same	Holy	
Spirit/power	from	on	high	Jesus	had	promised	His	disciples	in	Acts	1:8,	he	goes	on	another	rampage;	
only	now,	it’s	a	campaign	to	preach	the	gospel	and	to	prove	how	Jesus	truly	is	who	He	said	He	was.	
	 But	we	see	in	vs.	26	that	when	Saul	shows	up	in	Jerusalem	and	tries	to	repeat	what	Ananias	had	
done	to	him;	being	all	“Hello	brothers!”	everyone	there	is	like,	“Ahhhhhh!		Let’s	get	out	of	here!”	

And	it’s	only	b/c	of	what	we	see	in	vs.	27;	where	our	old	friend	Barnabas	–	the	“son	of	
encouragement”	we	were	introduced	to	back	in	Acts	4	selling	a	field	and	giving	the	money	to	the	church	
-	shows	up	and	vouches	for	Saul/escorts	him	in,	that	Saul	is	accepted	into	the	larger	family	of	the	church	
in	Jerusalem.		It’s	almost	like	Barnabas	is	the	star-witness	for	the	defense;	where	he	comes	to	the	stand	
and	says,	“This	guy	is	actually	legit/one	of	us	now.		He’s	received	the	same	Spirit	as	us	and	has	been	
fearlessly	preaching	in	the	name	of	Jesus.”		And	on	the	basis	of	his	testimony,	Saul	is	permitted	to	stay	
and	move	freely	around	Jerusalem/to	be	identified	with	them.		Look	at	vs.	30	–	so	much	so	that	when	
Saul’s	life	is	threatened	by	the	gang	he	used	to	run	with,	the	disciples	who	he	used	to	persecute,	now	
come	to	his	aid	and	are	referred	to	as	his	“brothers.”	
App	

And	I	think	we	see	two	things	in	this	brief	episode:	
1.	I	think	we	see	that	same	need	from	the	church	in	Jerusalem	to	have	a	much	bigger	view	of	

God	than	they	currently	have.	B/c	–	just	like	Ananias	–	before	even	hearing	what	he	has	to	say,	the	
church	presumes	that	this	must	be	a	trap	b/c	there’s	no	way	God	could/would	save	someone	like	Saul.	

2.	I	think	what	we	see	with	Barnabas’	escort	of	Saul	into	the	Jerusalem	church,	is	how	we	can	
extend	Jesus’	continued	welcome	to	newly	adopted	outcasts	who’ve	also	been	saved	by	grace.	B/c	–	in	
the	same	way	that	it	was	terrifying	for	Ananias	to	go	into	Saul’s	house	to	greet	him	-	it	was	likely	equally	
terrifying	for	Saul	to	come	into	the	church	in	Jerusalem	that	he	had	so	viciously	terrorized.	

And	as	God	continues	to	empower	our	witness	and	we	see	more	and	more	men	and	women	
coming	to	faith	in	Jesus,	we’re	gonna	need	a	lot	of	Barnabases	in	our	church;	people	who	will	come	
alongside	and	continue	to	extend	the	welcome	to	people	who	are	terrified	of	this	place;	who	used	to	
mock	the	church	and	make	fun	of	the	lunatics	inside,	but	who	are	now	sitting	inside	that	scary	
place/beside	those	lunatics	and	trying	to	navigate	all	that	in	their	minds.		In	other	words,	the	welcome	
to	outcasts	isn’t	just	extended	once;	it	must	continue	to	be	extended.	
	
	
	
	
So,	now	we’ve	looked	at	A	line	in	the	sand,	A	brotherly	embrace,	and	An	encouraging	escort.		But	as	we	
close	this	morning,	I	want	to	finish	by	talking	about:	

4. Developing	a	slow-release	view	of	witness	
	 Some	of	you	know	that	my	wife	is	a	pharmacist,	and	has	this	compendium	of	knowledge	stored	
up	in	that	beautiful	head	of	hers.		Among	many	other	things,	one	of	the	simpler,	digestible	pieces	of	
knowledge	my	wife	has	shared	with	me	is	about	medications	that	are	formulated	to	deliver	whatever	
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drug	you’re	taking	at	a	controlled	rate	over	a	longer	period	of	time	rather	than	just	all	at	once;	called	
modified-release	or	slow-release	tablets.			

I	tell	you	that	b/c	–	if	you’re	familiar	with	the	story	of	Saul’s	conversion	on	the	road	to	Damascus	
–	one	of	the	things	you	often	hear	repeated	is	the	idea	that	it	was	this	momentary,	instantaneous	thing;	
that	God	just	zaps	Saul	and	in	a	moment	he	goes	from	hating	Jesus	to	loving	Him.	And	what	I’d	like	to	
suggest	to	you	is	that	that	may	not	actually	be	the	case	at	all;	that	Saul’s	conversion	is	actually	the	result	
of	a	long/sustained/slow-release	witness	that	we	see	simply	coming	to	a	head	in	his	encounter	with	
Jesus	on	the	road	to	Damascus.	

It	takes	a	little	bit	of	piecing	together,	but	one	of	the	clearest	places	you	see	that	idea	is	later	on	
in	the	book	of	Acts	when	Saul/later	the	apostle	Paul,	is	recounting	this	story	of	his	conversion	in	Acts	26.		
Now,	the	details	are	almost	identical	and	yet,	when	it	comes	to	recounting	Jesus’	message	to	Paul,	we’re	
given	a	few	more	details,	one	of	which	is	that	–	along	with	asking,	“Saul,	Saul,	why	do	you	persecute	
Me?”	Jesus	also	says,	“It	is	hard	for	you	to	kick	against	the	goads.”	

Now	goads,	almost	like	bits	in	a	horse’s	mouth,	were	these	sharp-ended	sticks	that	farmers	and	
shepherds	would	use	to	“encourage”	their	animals	-	particularly	the	large	ones	-	not	to	wander	off	the	
road	or	the	line	that	was	being	plowed.	But	when	you	apply	that	same	image	now	to	a	person,	doesn’t	
that	imply	that	Jesus	had	also	been	leading/shepherding	Saul	for	some	time?	

Think	about	it:	every	time	Saul	would	sit	around	with	his	other	Synagogue	buddies	
mocking/debating/attacking	the	message	of	Jesus	and	His	disciples,	Saul	–	who	was	also	a	deeply	
intellectual/logical	man	like	C.S.	Lewis	–	was	daily	being	confronted/goaded	with	a	truth	he	found	it	
harder	and	harder	to	explain	away.	

But	beyond	that	regular,	consistent	goading,	I	think	one	of	the	most	significant	goads	in	Saul’s	
life	was	Stephen,	the	first	martyr	of	the	church.		I	think	his	witness	before	the	Sanhedrin	was	a	massive	
blow	to	the	fortress	built	up	around	Saul’s	heart;	I	think	it	haunted	him	and	may	have	even	driven	his	
passionate	desire	to	destroy	the	church,	b/c	he	just	needed	to	do	anything/everything	he	could	to	shut	
out	this	threat	to	his	whole	way	of	understanding	God/life.	And	it’s	quite	likely	b/c	there’s	actually	good	
evidence/many	commentators	agree	that	the	reason	we	have	Stephen’s	long	address	recorded	in	Acts	7	
is	b/c	Saul	was	there	when	Stephen	was	giving	it.	
App	
	 Here’s	where	I’m	going	with	this:	I	think	we’d	all	agree	that	Saul’s	conversion	is	as	unlikely	as	it	
gets	and	miraculous	however	it	happened.		But,	if	Saul’s	conversion	wasn’t	this	big,	instantaneous	event	
but	the	culmination	of	a	lifetime	of	smaller,	seemingly	insignificant	events,	then	I	think	that	shows	us	
something	really	powerful	as	it	relates	to	our	own	witness	today,	viz.	it	shows	us	that	developing	a	slow-
release	view	of	salvation	and	discipleship	is	not	a	cop-out,	it’s	actually	an	entirely	biblical	and,	
ultimately,	freeing	way	to	view	our	witness	in	the	world.	

B/c	if	just	telling	someone	the	gospel	is	some	kind	of	silver-bullet	that’s	supposed	to	save	or	
damn	people	in	an	instant,	then	what	does	that	mean	for	your	husband/wife;	your	dad/mom,	
son/daughter	who’s	heard	the	gospel	and	is	rejecting	it	right	now?	Are	they	completely	without	hope	
now?		Should	we	just	close	up	shop	on	witnessing	to/praying	for	them	any	more	and	move	on?	

Or	does	Saul’s	conversion	and	years	of	“kicking	against	the	goads”	show	us	something	else/that	
there	might	just	still	be	hope	for	those	we	long	to	see	come	to	know	Jesus.		And	this	story	free	us	up	to	
continue	to	love/witness	to	those	who	presently	reject	the	gospel;	to	develop	a	slow-release	view	of	our	
witness	that	doesn’t	write	people	off	or	cut	people	off	when	they	don’t	respond	immediately	to	our	
witness.	
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Conclusion	
In	the	end,	I	hope	this	message	goads	all	of	us	to	consider:	who	have	I	stopped	praying	for?	

Who	is	the	spouse/child/political	leader/friend	that	I’ve	concluded,	for	God,	is	beyond	His	reach?		In	
light	of	all	we’ve	just	looked	at,	I	want	us	to	take	the	time	-	right	here	and	now	in	our	service	-	and	
renew	our	commitment	to	begin	praying	for	them	again/to	continue	our	witness	to	them	over	the	long-
haul,	trusting	that:	

a)	We	can’t	see	all	that	the	Spirit	is	doing	in	people’s	hearts;	they	may	be	praying	right	now!	
b)	That	if	even	the	apostle	Paul	required	a	simmering,	slow-release	witness	to	come	to	faith	in	

Jesus,	then	maybe	that	means	there’s	also	hope	for	our	loved	ones	who,	currently,	are	rejecting	the	only	
message	that	can	bring	them	the	life	they’re	seeking	everywhere	else.	

The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	One	who	ignites	this	renewed	hope,	so	let’s	pray	to	Him	now	–	aloud	or	in	
our	hearts	–prayers	of	repentance	for	cutting	off	our	witness	as	well	as	for	faith	to	continue	in	our	
witness,	for	as	long	as	there’s	still	hope	for	a	change	of	heart.	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	


