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“Transforming Prayer: How Everything Changes When  
We Seek The Face of God – Part 6” 

Colossians 1:9-14 
~ Delivered at DHBC on October 13, 2013 (Soli Deo Gloria) 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE) Please open your Bibles to Colossians 1.  READ 9-14. 
 In Colossians 1 we see Paul praying for this church in Colossae.  What is striking 

is that he had never met them.  He had only heard of their faith.   
o Notice what he says in verse 9.  READ 9 – “For this reason, since the 

day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God...” Although Paul only knows them in a general sense we read that he 
has not stopped praying for them.  And he keeps asking for something on 
their behalf.  He asks it over and over and over again. 

 How do you pray for Christians with whom you are only partly acquainted?  I bet 
it goes something like this: “Father, please bless them.  Be with them and bless 
them.”  My four-year-old daughter Jessica is so cute.  She prays, “Father, please 
be with all the people I know and with all the people I don’t know.”   

o Now I am not saying that this wrong.  But here we find Paul praying far 
more specifically than just the standard “bless them” prayers.  Paul keeps 
asking and asking for something.  He is asking that they would 
progressively grow more into who they already are.   

 Think of it this way.  Imagine an old black man living in the Southern United 
States before the Civil War.  Everyday he comes into town some white men laugh 
at him, jeer at him, and say, “Boy, get me a glass of water.”  He has to obey 
because if he doesn’t, they can legally beat him within an inch of his life.   

o Then of course the day comes when Abraham Lincoln signs the 
Emancipation Proclamation.  This black man is now a free man and a full 
citizen.  The next day he walks into town and the same men start ordering 
him around.  How does he respond?   

 I am guessing there would be a conflict in him.  He knows he is 
now free.  But after 70 years of lowering his eyes, saying “sir”, and 
taking orders he does not suddenly start acting like a free citizen. 
He has to unlearn old habits and develop new instincts.  He needs 
to grow into his new identity.  This takes time.  

 It is the same for the Christian.  Look down at verse 13.  READ 13 - “For he has 
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

o The greatest need of every human being is to be rescued from the 
dominion of darkness.  The promise is that anyone who calls on the name 
of Jesus will be rescued and brought into a new kingdom.  Once you 
become a Christian though your greatest need is to grow in your 
knowledge of what it means to live in Jesus’ kingdom. 

 And so this is what Paul is praying for.  This is how we move beyond the “bless 
them” prayers.  This is how we pray for others. I put it like this: Since the 
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Christian life is one of progressive growth we must pray that we will 1) know His 
will more fully and 2) live for him more completely. 

o So let’s look at those two things this morning as we learn how to pray. 
 
MORE FULLY KNOW HIS WILL 

 (SHOW SLIDE) First then, since the Christian life is one of progressive growth 
we must pray that we will know His will more fully. 

o Look at verse 9.  READ 9 – “For this reason, since the day we heard 
about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill 
you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.” 

 So the request is that God would fill us more fully with the 
knowledge of his will.   

 When we talk about knowing God’s will Christians inevitably think this means 
discovering God’s plan for our lives.  What should my major be?  Should I marry 
this person?  How many kids should I have?  Should I buy this house or a 
different one?  Should I take this job or the other one? 

o The problem comes when Christians treat God’s will like a magic 8-Ball.  
You shake it and see what God says.  We don’t have time to fully develop 
this but that is the pagan way of understanding God’s will.  In the ancient 
pagan religions they were always trying to discover the secret will of their 
gods.  The most popular way was to read the liver of an animal.  They 
would also roll bones, read tealeaves, or track the stars.  The astrology, 
Ouija boards, crystal balls, palm readings, and tarot cards of today all 
follow this method of getting a clear answer for your future.  

 Christians often use this pagan method to try and discover God’s 
secret will for their lives.  They need a yes or no answer and so 
they flip open their Bibles to some random Bible and it says, “All 
God’s promise are yes in Christ Jesus.”  I guess God does want 
me to marry this guy.  Or they put out a fleece, look for signs in 
their life, or study their dreams. There are many problems with this 
but perhaps the largest is that such methods create anxiety filled 
believers who are always fearful that they have missed God’s will.  
Such Christians are also indecisive.  They won’t act unless they 
have a clear word from God.  They are fearful of doing something 
wrong and falling out of God’s will.   

 I want to liberate you from this in order that you can confidently make decisions 
without constantly second-guessing if things are God’s will.   

o You see, what Paul is praying for is not that we might know the secret 
plans of God for our lives but that we might love Him with all our hearts, 
obey the Scriptures, and then we will know what is right.  

 To understand this think about what Paul says in Romans 12:2. (SHOW SLIDE) 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”   
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o So like the freed slave in my introduction our greatest need now that we 
are Christians is to stop acting in the old worldly ways and start living 
according to God’s will.  But how do we know what His will is?  We need 
to keep transforming our minds.  We need to fill our minds with Scripture 
– to read it, study it, meditate on it, have it taught and preached to us.  And 
then notice what happens.  As your mind is transformed you will be able 
to discern in each and every situation what God would have you do.  

 Do you see how freeing this is?  You don’t have to live in anxiety 
every time you have to make a decision.  You live a life that seeks 
first his kingdom.  Then you test your decisions against Scripture.  
You ask if they make sense.  And then you just act.  What God 
wants is for you, like that freed slave, is to so fill your mind with 
the knowledge of who He is that you will be able to discern what is 
right.   

 This prayer is so important because so many situations we face are not directly 
addressed in Scripture.  And yet we need to make decisions. So for instance, the 
Bible clearly says marriage is only for a man and a woman and that a Christian 
should marry another Christian.  That is God’s will.  But it does not tell you the 
name of the person you should marry.  So how do you know God’s will on this?  
Should you wait for a vision?  Should you ask God to reveal his will by praying 
and then flipping a coin between two different guys?  Should you ask God to 
reveal your future wife by which girl posts next on your Facebook page?   

o Now we can see why this request is so important.  We are asking God to 
fill us with the knowledge of his will.  We are not yet full.  Our minds are 
not yet fully transformed.  We need, as Paul says, to be filled with “all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding.”   

 So as you grow in wisdom you learn that not every Christian is 
right for you to marry.  As I said to Emily the other day, “Don’t 
just marry a guy because he says he is Christian. Find a guy who 
loves Jesus with all his heart.” 

 Do you see how practical this request is then?  How do you share Christ with 
family who are resistant?  Do you just push ahead or do you wait?  How do you 
deal with the ethical situations at work that are not so black and white?  How do 
you choose what career to pursue when many could serve God and others well?   

o We don’t often know.  That is why we need to keep growing.  We are not 
always sure what God’s will is and so we are asking him to fill us with 
that knowledge that we would become wise. 

 Do you pray this for yourself?  Do you pray this for others?  Do 
you pray like this for your kids?   

 
LIVE FOR HIM MORE COMPLETELY 

 It should be obvious though as we move to the second point that we are not 
seeking knowledge just for knowledge’s sake.  We seek it so we will live rightly 
and please God.  So our second point is this: (SHOW SLIDE) since the Christian 
life is one of progressive growth we must pray that we will live for him more 
completely. 
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o We want to know His will and grow in wisdom in order that we might 
live for him more completely.  Isn’t that what Paul is praying?  Look at 
verse 10.  READ 10 – “And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way.” 

 Our great concern as we pray for other believers is that they might live lives that 
are worthy of Christ which means lives that they increasingly please him.  Now 
do not misunderstand.  We are not praying that people would please God so that 
he will forgive and accept them.  No.  God’s favour is a free gift.  You cannot 
earn it no matter how hard you try.  All you can do is receive it.  If you are not a 
Christian this morning Jesus says to you, “If you will ask me to forgive and 
rescue you, I will do that.  You cannot earn this.  It is my free gift to you.” 

o But once we have been rescued from the dominion of darkness we need to 
learn how to live under our new king.  Listen, my children do need to 
learn how to live in a way that is acceptable in our house.  But oh what a 
tragedy it would be for Tyler to say, “Dad, I want to please you by how I 
live so that hopefully one day you will love me and have me as your 
son.”  No, he is my son.  He is already accepted.  In the same we do not 
obey to be accepted.  We are accepted and therefore we obey. 

 And so we pray this request in order that we might know what kind 
of living pleases our new king. 

 This phrase to “live a life worthy of the Lord” can be translated as to “walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord.”  I like that because walking is so basic.  There is 
nothing special to it.  I never see anyone post a status update on Facebook that 
says, “A crazy thing just happened.  I just saw a man walking.”  We are asking 
that God would give us knowledge on how to please him in all the ordinary and 
commonplace moments of life. 

o And so we are praying, “Father, we want to know your will.  We want to 
become wise so that we might please you in every little part of our lives 
from paying bills, to raising kids, to friendships, and work.  Father we 
are not always sure how to please you so we ask you would give us this 
knowledge.  Teach us how to please you in the movies we watch, the 
music we listen to, the way we use our money, and the way we raise our 
kids.  Fill us with wisdom and understanding Father.” 

 What Paul does from here to the end of the passage is to name four 
areas of life where we must ask God to enable us to know how to 
please Him.  These are four different areas.  Don’t get lost in the 
continual changing topics.  The main theme here is praying that 
other believers might live more completely for Jesus.  But what 
does that mean? 

 
BEARING FRUIT 

 (SHOW SLIDE) First, we are asking that others may live more completely for 
Him by bearing fruit.  READ 10 – “And we pray this in order that you may live 
a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work.” 
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o Oh to pray this for each other.  There are degrees of fruit bearing.  Not all 
Christians bear the same amount of fruit.  Remember the parable of the 
sower.  Even people who receive the word of God produce different 
degrees of harvest.  Jesus said they “produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even 
a hundred times what was sown.”   

 This is what we pray for others.  Make them fruitful Father.  May 
they be effective in sharing Christ with others.  May people come 
to Christ through them.  May they raise children that love you with 
all their hearts.  Pray this for your brothers and sisters.   

 
INCREASING IN KNOWLEDGE 

 (SHOW SLIDE) Second, we are asking that others may live more completely for 
Him by increasing in their knowledge of God. READ 10 – “And we pray this in 
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.” 

o Paul has already prayed that we would be filled with the knowledge of His 
will that we might please him.  And amazingly what we read here is that 
what pleases Him is to continue growing in our knowledge of who He is.  
God wants His people to know Him.  And so we pray for each other that 
we might increase in our knowledge of God. 

 Charles Spurgeon said of the great John Bunyan, “Bunyan has studied the 
Bible…till his whole being was saturated with scripture…and his 
writings…continually make us feel and say, ‘Why, this man is living Bible!’  
Prick him anywhere; and you will find that his blood is Bibline, the very 
essence of the Bible flows from him.  He cannot speak without quoting a text, 
for his soul is full of the Word of God”1   

o And so as you pray for others pray, “Father, fill them with the knowledge 
of your will that they would in turn want to grow more into that 
knowledge.  Reveal yourself to this person.  Let her see your glory.  
Increase her knowledge of you.” 

 
BEING STRENGTHENED FOR ENDURANCE 

 (SHOW SLIDE) Third, we are asking that others may live more completely for 
Him by being strengthened for endurance.  READ 11 – “And we pray this in 
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 
way…being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience.” 

o The older I get the more I see how much we need to pray this for each 
other.  To help us feel how important it is that we pray this way, listen to 
this extended quote from the 19th century preacher Charles Spurgeon.  He 
is reflecting on that wonderful verse where Jude writes that God is “able 
to keep us from falling.” 

 In some sense the path to heaven is very safe, but in other respects there is no 
road so dangerous. It is beset with difficulties. One false step (and how easy it is 
to take that if grace be absent), and down we go. What a slippery path is that 

                                                
1 John Piper, When I Don’t Desire God, pg 242, note 13. 
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which some of us have to tread! How many times have we to exclaim with the 
Psalmist, “My feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped.” If we 
were strong, sure-footed mountaineers, this would not matter so much; but in 
ourselves, how weak we are! In the best roads we soon falter, in the smoothest 
paths we quickly stumble. These feeble knees of ours can scarcely support our 
tottering weight. A straw may throw us, and a pebble can wound us; we are 
mere children tremblingly taking our first steps in the walk of faith, our 
heavenly Father holds us by the arms or we should soon be down. Oh, if we are 
kept from falling, how must we bless the patient power which watches over us 
day by day! Think, how prone we are to sin, how apt to choose danger, how 
strong our tendency to cast ourselves down, and these reflections will make us 
sing more sweetly than we have ever done, “Glory be to him, who is able to keep 
us from falling.” We have many foes who try to push us down. The road is 
rough and we are weak, but in addition to this, enemies lurk in ambush, who 
rush out when we least expect them, and labour to trip us up, or hurl us down 
the nearest precipice. Only an Almighty arm can preserve us from these unseen 
foes, who are seeking to destroy us. Such an arm is engaged for our defence. He 
is faithful that hath promised, and he is able to keep us from falling, so that 
with a deep sense of our utter weakness, we may cherish a firm belief in our 
perfect safety, and say, with joyful confidence, “Against me earth and hell 
combine, But on my side is power divine; Jesus is all, and he is mine!”2 

o And that is why we need to pray for strength for each other.  We need 
God’s strength because we are so prone to wander.  We so easily drift 
away.  We so easily fall into sin.   

 What a gift you give your brothers and sisters in Christ when you 
pray that God they would be strengthened by His power to be 
patient and endure.   

 
JOYFULLY GIVING THANKS 

 (SHOW SLIDE) Fourth, we are asking that others may live more completely for 
Him by joyfully giving thanks. 

o Look the end of verse 11.  READ 10b-14 – “And we pray this in order 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 
way… and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has 
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 

 What a great verse to end on this Thanksgiving Sunday. 
 Do you want to know God’s will for your life?  It is to give thanks.  As Paul says 

in I Thes 5:18 – “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus.”  And oh what reason we have to give thanks.  God has met our 
greatest need.  Our greatest need was to be rescued from our sin that kept us 
enslaved in the dominion of darkness.   And this is what Jesus did. 

                                                
2 C.H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, October 9. 
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o D.A. Carson writes, “If God had perceived that our greatest need was 
economic, He would have sent an economist.  If he had perceived that 
our greatest need was entertainment, he would have sent us a comedian 
or an artist. If God had perceived that our greatest need was political 
stability, he would have sent us a politician.  If he had perceived that our 
greatest need was health, he would have sent us a doctor.  But he 
perceived that our greatest need involved our sin, our alienation from 
him, our profound rebellion, our death, and he sent us a Savior.”3  

 There is a very interesting story about how 1:13 had to be translated into the 
dialect of a certain African people.  Instead of “he has rescued us” or “he has 
delivered us” it was translated as, “For he has taken our heads out from the 
dominion of darkness”   

o What a strange expression.  Well, the tribal people had once lived in 
terrible slavery.  To keep them in servitude their captors attached huge 
iron collars to their necks, which were in turn attached to heavy chains.  
The people dared not strain to get away because these cruel collars would 
bruise their throats and choke them.  When they were finally set free from 
their oppressors, the best part was having their heads taken out of those 
confining iron collars.   

 Therefore, when they wanted to describe the wonderful spiritual 
deliverance they had experienced from the awful power of Satan, 
they could find no better way to express what Jesus had done for 
them than to say, “he has taken our heads out.” 

 And more than that look at this fascinating word in verse 12.  He has “qualified” 
us to share in the inheritance.  What a word.  Remember when John the Baptist 
said of Jesus, “I am not worthy to even untie Jesus’ sandals.”  That was the job 
of slaves and John says of Jesus that he is so great that he is not even worthy of 
the slaves job. 

o The New York Times carried an article by some established churchman.  
This man said, “Nobody can ever be sure whether you’re going to 
heaven. Nobody can ever be sure that you’re worthy enough.” 

 And yet listen to what Paul is saying, “If you’re a Christian, 
you’ve been made worthy. You’ve been qualified.”  There is 
nothing you can do to make yourself worthy because you are so 
unworthy of God.  And yet on the cross Jesus traded places with 
you.  He took the punishment you deserve.  He got treated like a 
slave.  He took your iron ring upon himself that you might go free.  

• What great reason we have to give thanks.  This is what 
pleases God.   

 But don’t forget the main point here.  Paul has digressed into many different 
topics but he is still talking about one main thing.  Since the Christian life is one 
of progressive growth we must pray for each other’s maturity.   

o This means praying first, that we know His will more fully and second that 
live for him more completely. 

 
                                                
3 D.A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation, pg 109. 


