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David and God’s house – 2 Samuel 7 
WCP 

Intro 
“I Wesley, take you Sarah to be my lawfully wedded wife. To have and to hold from this day 

forward, for better/worse, for richer/poorer, in sickness or in health, to love and to cherish, 
forsaking all others, as long as we both shall live.” 

It was 14 years ago this coming August that I spoke that promise to my wife and that she 
then promised in return to me.  But whether you’ve made those same promises yourself or 
you’re just hoping to one day, the fact remains that every single couple who enters into the 
covenant of marriage together does so blindly for the most part, i.e. without having knowledge 
of what the next 40-50 minutes will hold/much less the next 40-50 years.  

Now, that’s not to suggest for a moment that that’s a bad thing; on the contrary, I’d say it’s 
one of the truly beautiful things about wedding vows in that they promise with the full 
knowledge that we don’t yet know what the future will bring; which means wedding vows are 
the promises we make to remain faithful to our spouse whatever the future may hold.  And yet 
sadly, if you look at the increasing prevalence of things like pre-nuptial agreements/people 
choosing to not even get married at all but just live together, it seems like our collective 
presupposition overall is that our “unknown futures” together will likely hold a lot more worse 
than it does better/more poverty than wealth/more sickness than health, and so it’s probably 
best not to make such promises to begin with; which I think just highlights the way we 
increasingly view relationships today (including marriage) much more transactionally (I’m 
committed to you as long as you’re meeting my requirements) as opposed to covenantally (I’m 
committed to you come what may).  

 
We’re continuing in our teaching series “After God’s own heart” this morning; looking 

at/learning from the life of David found in the OT books of 1 & 2 Samuel.  And in our passage 
today what we see is God making a covenant promise to David, which isn’t as strange as it 
might sound at first, particularly when you consider that marriage is actually one of the primary 
metaphors used throughout the bible to describe God’s relationship with His people.  But what 
is strange/does stand out about this covenant is that – in stark contrast to the cultural norms of 
today that would say it’s better not to make promises if we think things might go bad – God 
makes this covenant with David already knowing what the future holds and with the full 
knowledge that they will go bad. 

Which, can we just be honest with each other this morning and admit that that seems really 
really dumb on God’s part. Why would He do that?  I mean, I can’t imagine anyone knowingly 
entering into a marriage covenant with someone they already knew ahead of time was going to 
be repeatedly unfaithful. 

And yet what makes the God of the bible so profoundly different from us/any other religion, 
and why commentators call this passage the theological center of 1 & 2 Samuel/“the summit of 
the entire OT,” is b/c God reveals Himself here as a God who condescends to the weakness of 
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His beloved creation; perfect in justice/holiness yet lovingly/graciously accommodating to our 
failure in order to create a people for Himself. 

And we’ll look at how He accommodates for our failure as we dig into our passage together 
this morning, but one of the great hopes found here for you/me this morning is simply this:  
God views His relationship with you as a covenant not a transaction/as a promise not a 
business arrangement. And so when it comes to being a man/woman after God’s own heart, 
what we learn in our passage today is that it’s actually much less about what you do for God, 
and way more about what He promises to do in you and create through you.  And to help you 
understand the profound grace and magnitude of that from our passage this morning, I want to 
show you just two things I see there. So, we’ll look at: God’s surprising promise, and then 
David’s surrendered response (x2). 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, open them again with me to 2 Samuel 7 and follow along 
with me as we look at this pivotal moment in David’s reign and the massive implications it 
continues to have for us to this day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ok, so let’s look first of all at: 

1. God’s surprising promise – vss. 1-17 

Now, I don’t know how many of you have ever had this experience before as well, but have 
you ever had an idea come into your mind of what you believe would be the perfect date/the 
perfect gift for your loved one, only to reveal the plan/open the gift and their response is 
clearly, “… what in the world made you believe that I would love this?”  Now, it’s not as though 
your heart wasn’t in the right place and your desire wasn’t to show your love to them, which is 
usually the only thing that keeps a failure like this from being a total loss.  I mean, to this day, 
my family still talks about the year my dad bought my mom jumper cables for Christmas; his 
genuine love/concern for her should her car battery die was clearly evident, even if his 
knowledge of what she truly would have wanted was not. 

And it’s not exactly the same scenario in our passage this morning, but it’s not too far from 
it, when you see the inception of David’s idea in vss. 1-2 to build a temple for God – look with 
me there. We’re not told exactly how it came to him but the implication is that one day David 
feels guilt-ridden as he looks around at all the luxury he’s living in and then considers the 
plain/ordinary tent that the ark of God sits in (READ vs. 2).  And although he doesn’t explicitly 
say, “So, I’m gonna build a beautiful house for God too,” we see in vs. 3 that the prophet 
Nathan clearly understands that to be the implication of David’s remark, and he sees nothing 
wrong with the idea either. 
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But, of course, you may have already noticed a problem here in that neither David nor 
Nathan have even bothered to consult the One they’re so anxious to do this thing for as to 
whether or not this is something God would actually want them to do for Him.  I think a general 
principle we can probably draw from that already is: if an idea ever comes into your head to do 
something for God that just seems so right you don’t even feel the need to stop and pray about 
it first, that in itself is probably a good indication that you may want to hold off on applying for 
your building permit just yet. 

And if you look at God’s response to David through the prophet Nathan in vss. 4-7 you 
see God very gently letting David down from his big plans; reminding him both of the precedent 
set in the past for the ark’s dwelling place (you see God saying, basically, “As My people have 
wandered w/o a place it’s been important for them to see that My presence moves along with 
them.”) as well as of the fact that He’s made no request of David (or anyone else for that 
matter) to make such a house for Him. Which is just one more indication of God’s gracious 
condescension to us in our weakness in that He corrects David’s wrong thinking without 
crushing his spirit/ignoring the genuine heart behind his idea; which, if you’re at all like me, is 
something we could all probably improve on in our dealings with others. 

But as you keep reading – and this is the surprising part now - you see that God’s 
interaction with David doesn’t end with gentle correction, it concludes with a covenant promise 
of eternal proportions. Look again at God’s words to David in vss. 8-11, He says (READ vss. 8-
11). So you see God tracing the history of His faithfulness to David all through the years, from 
his days as a shepherd boy right up to the present day as king over God’s people Israel; 
culminating in this incredible reversal of fortune in vs. 11 when God says, basically, “I know you 
had it in your heart to build Me a house, but the reality is, I’m the One who’s going to build a 
house for you!” 

Now, of course, this is an intentional play on words, b/c it’s not a physical house that 
God is promising to build for David at all, but a “house” in the sense of a dynasty/royal lineage.  
But as you read on what’s clear is that God isn’t just recounting His faithfulness to David in the 
past/present, He’s promising His covenant faithfulness to David now for all time; establishing an 
eternal house/forever kingdom through David’s line, establishing his throne forever – look at 
vss. 14b-15 – regardless of the faithfulness (or not) of those who rule on that throne after 
David. And I think that detail in particular reveals the truly covenantal nature of God’s promise 
to David going forward, and that this is not at all a transactional relationship. 
App 

Which is something incredibly important for us to understand today as you come to 
learn about how it is that the God of the bible relates to His creation.  B/c, again – as I said 
when we began – increasingly in our culture today, transactional relationships are often the 
expectation now, although I think it’s fair to say that, b/c of our sinful bent we’ve probably 
always been inclined to that understanding of relationship to one degree or another. 
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But, as problematic as that is, where it truly becomes a problem is when we transfer 
that transactional understanding of relationship onto God; presuming that His commitment to 
us is also conditional upon what we do for Him. 

Which is why it’s so powerfully revealing when God traces the entire trajectory of 
David’s life/from the start to its eventual end, and pointing to His steadfast love/faithfulness 
throughout, completely independent of anything David has done for God.  And what God is 
revealing to David then, and to you/me today is: that’s what My love for you/relationship with 
Me looks like; it’s not at all about what you do for Me so that I’ll love you, but about what I do 
in and through you because of My faithful love for you. 

And that’s powerful/life changing news, right? B/c, even for those of us who know/have 
been redeemed by God’s love for us, we can still slip back into that joy-stealing mindset of 
feeling like we have to continually do things for God to earn His love for us.  And sadly, I think 
one of the primary reasons for that is b/c that is our consistent experience in the world today 
from everyone else around us, including those who’ve promised to love us covenantally; this 
transactional understanding of love.   

And so, on the one hand I think an important takeaway for us from all this is that we 
need to constantly remind ourselves of the gospel; that my acceptance before 
God/faithfulness of His love for me never was/never will be based on my performance/what I 
do for God, but solely on Jesus’ performance/what He did for me. 

But, on the other hand - given Jesus’ words in John 13:34-35, stating “As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples if you love 
one another.” - I think another important takeaway would be to ask, “How am I allowing the 
covenantal love of God that I’ve experienced to shape the way I love others, so that their 
experience of love from me more closely mirrors God’s love than the world’s?” 
 
Ok, so that’s God’s surprising promise.  The last thing I want to look at together with you is: 

2. David’s surrendered response – vss. 18-29 

And I think this is really important for us to look at b/c it teaches us about how the 
man/woman after God’s own heart is to respond when our plans and God’s plans come into 
direct conflict with one another; which probably happens more often than any of us would care 
to admit. 
And something very interesting to see is that David’s entire response to God’s loving redirection 
of his plans is actually summed up in a single action; and you see it in vs. 18 – look with me 
there.  David has formed this plan with the best of intentions to build a house for God; God has 
gently refused David’s proposal and, surprisingly, promised instead to establish David’s “house” 
for all time.  And in response, we read in vs. 18a (READ vs. 18a).   

And the reason sitting before God is so significant is b/c – as one commentator put it – it 
is “the action that puts David out of the action”; it’s an act of surrender to what God has just 
revealed. 
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Now I know there are times when the act of sitting could also be seen as an act of 
defiance or of resignation, like a “sit-in” protest or the way the dog I had growing up would just 
sit down as she got older if she felt the walk you’d taken her on was too long; but that’s not at 
all what’s going on here. No, as pastor/author Eugene Peterson states in his commentary on 
this passage, “When David sits down before God, it is the farthest thing from passivity or 
resignation – it is prayer … when David sat down, the real action started.” 

And the reason we know it’s prayer and not defiance or resignation is b/c of what David 
says to God after he sits down, which we have recorded for us in the remaining verses of our 
passage; this beautiful prayer in which David reflects not only upon God’s faithfulness to him, 
but also to the people of Israel as a whole. 

And what’s also very telling as it relates to David’s surrender to God is the language you 
hear in this king’s prayer: repeatedly identifying himself - not with arrogance/royal titles - but 
with humility as “the servant” of the Sovereign LORD; asking “Who am I and what is my family 
that the Sovereign LORD and Creator of all things should be so kind, gracious, generous to 
someone like me?”  

And then I love the way David ends his prayer in light of God’s response to him in vss. 
26-27 saying, basically, “Ok God!  Yes!  Let’s do it your way.  Keep forever the promise you have 
made to me!” Why?  “Not so that my name will be great,” says David, “but so that Your Name O 
God will be great forever as the one true, King; the Almighty God who can do things like take an 
insignificant shepherd boy like me and establish him as king over an everlasting kingdom.” 
 
App 

And here’s one of the things that stands out to me the most about all that, and that I 
think we can all learn from this man after God’s own heart, viz. the way David listens and then 
adjusts his course when God speaks. I don’t know if this is just a man-problem in particular or a 
people problem in general, but over and over again I find myself struggling to do those two 
things very well; whether that’s with my family or countless times throughout my life with God.  
I think, in the end, it’s simply pride that refuses to listen to an alternate perspective from my 
own or adjust a plan that I’ve put in place. 

And honestly, when you think about it, the plan David had to build God a house was 
good; a really beautiful expression of his love for God/desire to see God’s Name 
honored/praised; it would have been so easy for David to cling to that plan (particularly in his 
now established role as king); following God around the house with his “jumper cables” like my 
dad did that Christmas, continuing to plead his case about what a great gift that truly was/God 
should be happy to receive such a great gift as this. 

And yet what we see instead is the king of Israel, in this truly powerful, Carrie-
Underwood-Jesus-take-the-wheel-moment, listening to what God has spoken and humbling 
himself; surrendering his own plans/ambitions and, again, by the end, even finding the courage 
to ask God to do just as He has promised with these adjusted plans. 
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From a person-to-person perspective, I think the benefits of that kind of listening + 
willingness to adjust course are obvious. When it comes to doing that with God, I think the 
benefits are equally great, but I wonder if the reasons behind our struggle to listen to 
God/adjust our course to align with His might not be a little more subtle; and I think that has to 
do in part with that same transactional dynamic when it comes to relationships.  Here’s what I 
mean: you can struggle to listen to God’s voice/adjust your plan to align with His b/c you’re 
prideful and – although you’d probably never state it this way – you somehow believe you 
know better than God does.  But on the other hand, you can struggle to listen to God’s 
voice/adjust your plans to align with His b/c you believe you’re doing something God would be 
pleased with and your intent is to use that act to bargain with Him. i.e. it’s like the woman Tim 
Keller sometimes refers to who, after hearing a gospel presentation one evening, replied 
afterwards, “I don’t like the idea of salvation by grace alone; I’m terrified by it.  B/c if I 
contribute even the smallest part to my salvation then I maintain at least some level of control; 
but if salvation is completely an act of grace, then that means there’s nothing God could not ask 
of me.”  

So, all that to say, if you sense a resistance in yourself to listening/being obedient to the 
a change in direction God is calling you to make, it’s important to discern whether or not that 
resistance is based on pride, or that you’re actually preferring your relationship with God to be 
more transactional.  
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Conclusion  
In the end, the thing that makes this whole exchange between David and his God the 

most profound, for me anyways, is that not only does God reveal Himself as a covenant 
promising God (committed to us regardless of our performance), He also reveals Himself 
(continuing to read on in the story) as a covenant promise keeping God; as One who can be 
trusted to follow through on what He promises. 

Look again at what God says to David in vss. 12-13 after promising that He will establish 
a house for him (READ vss. 12-13). So, you see God’s promise is that one of David’s own 
offspring will be the one to build a literal house/temple for His Name.  Did God keep that 
promise/is that something that actually happened in history?  (I know I’m presuming on some 
of you to have a bit of OT history lying around in the back corners of your mind). David’s son 
Solomon is the one who goes on to build the first temple in Jerusalem, so this is absolutely a 
promise that God makes and keeps. 

And yet, as you keep reading God’s promise through vs. 13b – 16, if you’re at all like me, 
you felt this odd tension as you read it. B/c as I read God’s covenant promise to David about 
establishing his kingdom for all time through his offspring, there’s some parts of the promise 
that seem like they fit, and then other parts that don’t seem like they fit at all. i.e. look again at 
vs. 13 Yes, David’s son Solomon builds the house for God, but – while Solomon certainly does 
have a long, prosperous reign – has anyone seen king Solomon on CNN lately when they report 
on the state of Israel? No, right? b/c he’s been dead for thousands of years. So how is his 
throne established forever? Or what about all that other stuff in vs. 14 about God being the 
Father of one of David’s sons, or punishing him with floggings inflicted by men?  Where do we 
see that stuff happening in the dynasty of David?  In fact, if you think about, is there a single 
son in the line of David who is still ruling today on the throne? 

Yes, actually, but only one, and one who fulfils everything that God promised to David 
here in our passage today.  We hear sparse bits/allusions to Him here and there but it’s not 
until Isaiah 9 when God speaks through another prophet centuries later about this Son, stating 
(READ Is. 9:2, 6-7); and then suddenly, 2000 years ago, a bright light shines over Bethlehem 
signaling the coming of this king.  

How is Jesus a “Son” to God and God His “Father”? In Luke 2:35 the angel Gabriel tells a 
young virgin, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the most High will 
overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”  

How is Jesus punished with the rod/floggings of men for wrongdoing? Isaiah 53:4-5 tells 
us, “Surely He has born our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we esteemed Him stricken by 
God, smitten by Him and afflicted.  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we 
are healed.” So Jesus was punished for wrongdoing, just not His own. 

And what of this “house for My Name” that this Son of David will build? There’s no 
longer any temple in Jerusalem; did just that part one of God’s covenant promise fail? Hear 
Jesus Himself, the Son of David, standing before the temple in Jerusalem in John 2:19 stating, 
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“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” telling us then in vs. 21 that the 
“temple” Jesus was referring to was His own body.  And when that temple is destroyed on the 
cross and Jesus is then raised and ascended into heaven, it doesn’t end there either; for Jesus 
then pours out His Spirit at Pentecost who comes to dwell within all who believe in Him by 
faith; creating the very church/people called by His Name that He promised He would build. 

Wait a minute; the house for God’s Name isn’t a place, but a people? Well, just think 
about it; what is a temple/house for God but a place where God’s presence dwells by His Spirit 
and where God is worshiped/praised. Numerous times in Paul’s letters he refers to both the 
individuals who make up the church, as well as the church collectively as “the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you/dwelling place for God.” But I think the apostle Peter states it most 
clearly of all in 1 Peter 2:4-5 when he writes, “As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built 
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.” 

Don’t you see what this means? You are the house for God’s Name to dwell. This is why 
I often say, this building is not DHBC, we are the church that gathers every Sunday in this 
building and then spreads out to every corner of Vancouver though the week; living stones in 
whom God’s Spirit dwells built into an everlasting house for God’s Name, and ruled over by the 
eternal King of kings and Lord of Lords; Jesus Christ: Son of David. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


