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“Faith and the Promise of God – Part 1” Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16 
WCP 

Intro 
When you’re talking with people about something like camping, there tends to be one 

of two kinds of responses you’ll hear generally speaking: on the one side you’ll have people 
who say they can’t wait until the next time they’re able to go, and on the other side you’ll have 
people who question why anyone would knowingly choose to do that. I’ve made no secret of 
the fact over the years that I lean strongly towards that second response, but – that being said 
– I did stretch myself this past summer when a few families invited us to camp with them up in 
Whistler and – for the most part – it wasn’t as terrible as I remembered it being. 

But whether you love camping/hate it, I think there are two things we’d likely all agree 
are true as it relates to the experience: 

1. Camping takes a lot of preparation ahead of time to safely enjoy, particularly if you’re 
talking about backpacking into the woods with everything you need to survive strapped to your 
back; you need to know where you’re going/kind of terrain/weather conditions/how much 
food/etc. 

2. Camping is inherently temporary, i.e. aside from more devastating circumstances in 
someone’s life, people don’t usually set up a campsite with the intent of making that their new 
residence. Like, back in 2011 when a bunch of people set up that tent-city on the lawn of the 
Vancouver Art Gallery/”Occupy Vancouver” nobody thought, “Oh!  I guess that’s where all 
those people live now.” 

But, given all that, I think it makes what we just read in our passage this morning all the 
more incredible when we consider the story of this man Abraham; a man who God called to 
pack up his family and leave everything he knew, without even knowing where it was that he 
was going to/how to prepare; God just says, “Go to the place I will show you.”  And then, having 
to live a temporary existence in tents/functionally “camping” for the remainder of his life in the 
very land that God had promised to give him! I mean, when you really look at what it was that 
God called Abraham to do and how he obediently carried it out, it’s no wonder why you 
continue to hear about Abraham from the moment he shows up in Genesis 12 throughout the 
rest of the bible, and why the apostle Paul refers to him in Romans 4:16 as “the father of all 
who believe.” 

 
If you haven’t been with us for the past few weeks/joining us for the first time this 

morning, we’re continuing through a teaching series based out of Hebrews 11 called “By faith ” 
where each week we’re looking at some of the incredible stories found there of these 
impossible things that men/women throughout the bible were enabled to accomplish by faith; 
“faith”, which vs. 1 defines as “being sure of what we hope for/certain of what we do not see.” 

And as we look at what Abraham was enabled to accomplish by faith as he sought to 
follow God through the course of his life, what makes his story so incredibly relevant for us 
today is the way that it challenges most of our understandings of what it truly means to follow 
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God ourselves.  Because, maybe you’re here today and you would say, “Yes, absolutely I’m a 
follower of Jesus!” and yet - for the majority of us - we still have no concept whatsoever of what 
it means to follow God like Abraham. And what I mean by that is, yes, we might be followers of 
God, but our following of Him will also almost always include an “if/when” clause, i.e. “God, I’ll 
follow you if You’ll do this, this, and this for me first.” “God, I’ll be obedient to what You’re 
calling me to when You arrange the circumstances in such a way that it feels possible for me to 
accomplish.”   

And yet, what we learn through Abraham’s story is that, to truly follow God, means to 
be willing to follow wherever He leads us, even if that means not knowing where we’re 
going/how everything is going to work out first; it also means continuing to follow Him, even 
when the results of our obedience don’t turn out like we thought they would. 

And so, in order to see how Abraham accomplished this seemingly impossible call of 
God on his life, and how we can hope to follow God in the scary, seemingly impossible things 
He calls us to as well, I want to look at our passage today in just two ways.  I want to talk about: 
the Object of faith and faith in the promise (x2). 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them again to Hebrews 11:8 and follow 
along with me as we learn together what it truly means to follow God by faith. 
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Ok, so let’s look first of all at: 
1. The object of faith 

Imagine a scenario with me for a minute: you come home from work one day and your 
spouse/best friend/significant other is standing in front of your house by a taxi cab, and the 
only thing they say to you is, “I’ve taken care of everything; just get in the taxi with me and let’s 
go.” Now, if you’re like most people, there’s a whole flood of questions that are likely going to 
come to mind, not the least of which being, “Let’s go where?!”  But just imagine that with each 
question you ask, the only reply you’re given is, “I’ve taken care of everything; now get in.”  And 
the question I want you to answer for yourself as you consider that scenario is: how much 
faith/confidence do you need to have in that person to actually get in the taxi and drive away?  

Now, sure, I know for some of us in here, we’re maybe a bit more 
adventurous/spontaneous by nature, and the answer seems easy; you’re just thinking “Who 
cares?  It’s a free trip!  Just shut up and get in the cab already!” But of course, that’s an 
impulsive response, not at all a carefully considered/thought through response, and it has 
almost nothing to do with faith.   What I’m asking is, “How much faith/confidence would you 
need to have in that person to get in the taxi and drive away without guilt/regret/fear?”  I don’t 
want to put words in your mouth, but my guess is that - for the vast majority of us in here - the 
answer is that we’d need to have an incredible depth of faith/confidence in that person to just 
get in a taxi and head out to who knows where/for who knows how long; and I think the more 
responsibilities you have/have to lose in life, the greater the faith that’s required. 

Well, I want you to really try to feel the depth of that struggle (even if it is only in a 
theoretical sense) b/c when you transfer that feeling onto our passage where we see that 
Abraham actually faced that decision in real time, you begin to sense just what a big deal it truly 
is when we read in vs. 8 (READ vs. 8).   

Now, if we go back to Genesis 12, there we find the narrative that Hebrews 11 is 
referring to which, I think by digging into that, gives us an even clearer sense of the situation – 
look with me there. 

Now, to give us a bit of historical context, the verses just before chapter 12 tell us that 
Abraham and his family are originally from this place called Ur of the Chaldeans (which is 
basically modern day Iraq), and - as they are travelling to Canaan - they end up settling instead 
in this city called Haran (which is in present day Turkey). 

And there in Haran when Abraham is now 75 years old, we read in Genesis 12:1 (READ 
Gen. 12:1).  So - thinking of that in relation to the scenario that we imagined earlier – what we 
have here is (basically) God showing up on the curb of Abraham’s house and saying, “I’ve taken 
care of everything; get in the taxi and let’s go.” But, of course, it’s also way more than that, isn’t 
it?  B/c, God isn’t just proposing some kind of a weekend getaway; He’s saying, “Abraham, I 
want you move; to pack up everything you have, leave everything/everyone you know, and 
move.  Oh, and, I’m not actually going to tell you where I want you to move to; I just want you 
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to head out in the direction I give you, with all your earthly belongings, and I’ll let you know 
when you’ve arrived.  Got it?” 

Now that’s pretty much an impossible ask to give somebody, isn’t it?  Not least of which, 
can you imagine what the conversation Abraham needed to have with his wife sounded like?!  
And yet, look at Abraham’s response when you get to Gen. 12:4; without 
commentary/questioning/complaining/arguing we simply read (READ Gen. 12:4). 
 
 
App 

Now, here’s the problem: if we didn’t know better, we could look at something like that, 
and assume that trusting God with a massive decision like this was just easy for Abraham/no big 
deal; that where we would have tapped out long before - guys like 
Abraham/Moses/David/apostle Paul – they could just stand there under the crushing weight of 
these impossible things God called them to do, with their capes flapping in the breeze, and just 
be like, “Absolutely God!  Yes! Yep, whatever you say!”  

But we read these stories from the bible like that all the time, don’t we?  And what’s sad 
is that – in the end – when you do that, what you can end up doing is actually justifying 
inaction/believing the lie that tells you, “You’re nothing like these guys!  God could never use 
someone like you to accomplish anything great in His Kingdom.”  And, as a result of living under 
the weight of that, we resign ourselves to living as cautious/risk-free lives as possible; never 
stepping out and seeking to try anything outside of our comfort zone/ability. 

But - if you remember what we’ve been saying from the beginning of this whole series - 
Hebrews 11 is not giving us is a compendium of superheroes to “oooo” and “ahhh” over, but 
simply the stories of everyday men/women - just like you and me - who were called to do 
impossible things and then enabled to accomplish them. 

How? How could a regular, everyday person like you/me be enabled to pack our 
family/everything we own into a U-haul and just start driving in whatever direction God told 
us? 

Well, if you look at storyline listed in Genesis 12 + 15, what you see is that – alongside 
God’s incredible call on Abraham’s life to leave his father’s household and go to the place He 
would show him - God also made two incredible promises to Abraham: a) that he would make 
him into a great nation as numerous as the stars in the sky, and b) that He would give him the 
land of Canaan as an inheritance.  Now, these promises were also seemingly impossible b/c 
Abraham’s wife was elderly/barren and the land of Canaan that God was promising to 
Abraham, was already inhabited by the Canaanites!  

But here’s how the bible tells us Abraham accomplished all of those impossible things: 
in Genesis 15/Romans 4 the bible says Abraham “believed God”; which lines up perfectly with 
what we say two weeks ago in vs. 6 about our acceptance before God being the result of 
believing He exists/rewards those who earnestly seek Him. So, what that means is, Abraha, 
heard what God was calling him to do/looked at the things God promised to do for him, and he 
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said, “Ok, I believe you. I believe you can do what You say.”  And, of course, the way vs. 8-9 of 
our passage in Hebrews 11 say it, Abraham accomplished those impossible things “by faith”; 
Abraham had faith that God was able to make these impossible things possible. 

And for you and I today, the exact same thing is true, regardless of whatever impossible 
thing(s) you’re facing right now.  B/c here’s the way this almost inevitably works out every time 
we’re faced with some impossible situation in life: either through continued failures over time 
or through something catastrophic being dropped in front of us all at once, we come to the end 
of our ability/skill set to handle something, and – b/c we can’t see any other possibility for how 
that problem can be solved - we just throw up our hands and say, “Well, I tried everything I 
knew how to do, and it still didn’t work out, so – clearly - it’s just not possible!”  But don’t you 
see, the object of your faith/belief in that scenario is you/whatever ability you have.  I promise 
you – I don’t care if we’re talking about Abraham/Moses/David/Paul/whoever – if they were 
looking to their own abilities to accomplish the impossible things God called them to do, they 
wouldn’t have been able to accomplish a single one of them either! 

But you see - when Abraham was faced with the impossible things God was calling him 
to do/promised him He would do – the object of his faith wasn’t himself/his own ability to 
accomplish those things; the object of his faith was the One who was calling him/promising.  

I don’t know what impossible things you’re facing in your life today; but maybe the 
reason you continue to experience failure/disappointment is b/c you’re only looking to your 
own abilities/resources to handle the problem; or, you keep placing an “if/when” clause in front 
of your obedience b/c you think what you really need most from God is for Him to make your 
problems more manageable so that you can deal with them in your own strength. 

The only path to success is to put your faith in the One who has unlimited ability/infinite 
resources; make Him the object of your faith, says Hebrews 11, and you can truly see the 
impossible become possible. 
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Ok, so that’s the object of faith.  The last thing I want to look at with you is: 
2. Faith in the promise 

And we need to look at this b/c – for all the faith/belief in God that Abraham 
demonstrated – by the time we get to the very next verse in our passage in Hebrews 11:9 – 
look with me there - we see that, although Abraham had been promised this land of Canaan as 
his inheritance, and God had led him and his family to it, he still lives out the rest of his days 
camping there in tents, which – as we already established earlier – is an inherently temporary 
existence. And it begs the question: did Abraham really receive the land God promised to give 
him? In fact, if you look at vs. 13 it sounds even more confusing (READ vs. 13a). Which, at first 
glance, makes it sounds as if God was actually not faithful to keep His promise, doesn’t it? Like 
maybe He even set these grand promises in front of these people to just to motivate them, like 
a carrot on a stick that He knew they would never be able to reach.  

And yet, if you look at the language used throughout this passage of these faithful 
witnesses, seeing themselves as strangers/aliens in a foreign land - language Abraham even 
used for himself in vs. 13b-14 – all of a sudden it begins to sound like Abraham/even 
generations that followed him, didn’t see the physical land of Canaan as the ultimate fulfilment 
of God’s promise to them either. 

And if you look at vs. 14, we see Hebrews telling us (READ vs. 14); which I read as saying 
this: living by faith in the One who calls us to the impossible, means that while we might enjoy 
the earthly blessings God grants us in this life, we are never to see them/seek them as the 
ultimate fulfilment of His promises to us; but rather - as vs. 10, 16 state explicitly – we are 
always be seeking a better country/heavenly one.   
App 

Which – I’m going to go out on a limb – and suggest that that’s probably a paradigm 
shifting thought for a lot of us; that the gifts/blessings of this life were never intended to be the 
ultimate fulfilment of God’s good promises to us. 

But here’s why that’s so important for us to understand: if you look in the middle of all 
this talk about seeking a better country, vs. 15 tells us (READ vs. 15) which might seem out of 
place, but – I think – actually highlights one of the key problems for us when it comes to how 
we understand the promises/blessings of God in our lives. B/c if you see this life/blessing you 
experience here, as all there is/fullness of God’s purposes for you (and we all do this in our 
lives) then I believe we have radically misunderstood what it is that God intends for our lives 
and we are setting ourselves up for disappointment upon disappointment. 

Take any blessing we seek from God in this life, apart from our salvation, and you’ll see 
what I mean.  Marriage, for instance, is an amazing gift from God to be enjoyed in this life, but – 
as anyone who’s married will tell you – marriage is also really hard work and brings stress/pain 
along with the joys/relational intimacy; but if you saw marriage alone as the blessing, then 
when those difficulties come, it can start to look like God didn’t keep His promise, when – in 
fact – the blessing of marriage in this life is ultimately only a hazy picture of the true joy/beauty 
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that is found in an eternity in the presence of Jesus as His bride. Having children, getting that 
dream job, healing from sickness, whatever it is; see/seek that as God’s ultimate provision of 
blessing for you, and it won’t be long before you find an opportunity to return to the life you 
used to live before you knew God and you’ll take it; b/c you’ll feel like God let you down/didn’t 
come through/didn’t “work” for you. 

It’s exactly what you see exemplified in the story of God’s people after Abraham, when 
God frees them from slavery in Egypt; the minute their expectations of what God’s blessings 
should look like didn’t match their experience, the temporal/immediate blessings of this life 
become the focus of their faith over their ultimate fulfilment in the better country to come, and 
they’re begging to go back to their former life in Egypt. 

But, once again, vs. 9 tells us, it was only by faith that Abraham/all the others listed in 
Hebrews 11 could live a different way: enjoying the blessings of this present life as good gifts 
from God but always/ever seeking the better country to come/ultimate fulfilment of God’s 
promises to His people.  Which means what we see exemplified in the life of Abraham is the 
very definition of faith given in vs. 1, viz. “being sure of what we hope for/certain of what we do 
not see”; that although he did not see the fulfilment of God’s promise in the inheritance of a 
physical Canaan, he was enabled, by faith, to see and welcome the true fulfilment of that 
promise in a heavenly Canaan to come; and he could do that b/c he saw that as the ultimate 
fulfilment of the promise, not some physical piece of real estate in Palestine.  

And, the reality is, it is just the same for you and I today.  What are you truly seeking 
God for/what do you see as the ultimate fulfilment of His promises to you? Is it a relationship, 
children, career, physical healing, or, is the sure hope of an eternity with Jesus beyond anything 
this present life can compare with, enough for you even if you never experience any of those 
other things in this present life?  You see, it’s not without good reason at all that the apostle 
Paul tells us plainly in 1 Cor. 15 “If in this life alone we have hope in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied.”  Why? B/c God knows any blessing we could know in this present world - still 
stained/broken by sin’s curse – could never be more than a mere shadow of what we will 
experience in His renewed creation; free at last of sin’s curse and full of His presence.   

And what Hebrews is trying to show us is that the only way we can truly enjoy the 
blessings God grants in this life now, is when – by faith – we welcome the ultimate, yet-unseen 
fulfilment of His promises to us as something yet to experience in the better country to come. 
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Conclusion 
I find that language of vs. 13 to be very intriguing, of “seeing and welcoming” the 

fulfilled promises of God “from afar”; particularly when you consider something Jesus says 
when referring to Abraham in the NT.  If you don’t know the story, in John 8 Jesus is being 
interrogated by the Pharisees/religious rulers, and – in replying to them about His authority on 
earth Jesus makes this comment in John 8:56 stating, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the 
thought of seeing My day;” [that was the forward-looking promise of God in Gen. 3:15 to send a 
Rescuer to restore all that had been broken by sin], but then Jesus goes on to add, ‘He saw it 
and was glad!”  Now, how was that possible? Well, in one sense the answer is what Jesus goes 
on to reply in response to the very same question from the Pharisees, viz. “Before Abraham 
was, I AM.” i.e. b/c – being God in the flesh – He had long pre-existed Abraham. 

But, according to our passage in vs. 13, it was also possible b/c – by faith - Abraham 
saw/welcomed the fulfilment of God’s promise to send Jesus, from afar. And because he so 
believed in that promise of God, he was then enabled to do the impossible: to leave his 
homeland w/o knowing where he was going as well as to live out his days as a stranger/alien in 
the land God had promised him. 

 
Sometimes ignorance is bliss. When I go to the dentist, sometimes it’s a blessing when 

he covers up his tools before I get into the chair, so I don’t have to fear what’s about to come. 
Knowing all the difficulties/hardships that Abraham would face as he followed God, I’m not sure 
that not being told where he was going/what he would face was necessarily a bad thing.  And, I 
know that - exactly like Abraham – God calls each of us to get into the “taxi” with Him each day 
and head out into the same unknown future; asking us simply to trust Him that He knows 
best/has our best interest in mind. 

I won’t pretend for a minute that that daily decision to follow Him into the unknown is 
easy. It isn’t; it requires a tremendous amount of faith.  And yet, I would say that I think putting 
your faith in Jesus is still absolutely warranted; whatever impossible thing you may be facing 
today.  For, unlike Abraham, we know that in taking on human flesh/coming to earth Jesus 
knew exactly where He was going; saw all of the pain/humiliation/horror He would face in 
taking on the punishment for the sins of the world on the cross.  And yet, b/c of the great love 
with which He loved us, and in full obedience to His Father’s will, He chose it anyways. 

How could He willing choose to suffer such unimaginable loss?  In much the same way 
as we saw in the life of Abraham, Heb. 12:2 tells us that it was “the joy set before Him”/future 
looking hope at what His obedience would accomplish, that enabled Him to accomplish the 
impossible.  

And if that future looking faith in God could enable Jesus to overcome that, surely it can 
enable you to face whatever impossible circumstances you’re facing today. 

Let’s pray. 
 

 


