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“Faith to see the Invisible” Hebrews 11:27-28 
WCP 

Intro 
So what I want to talk with you about this morning is having faith to see the invisible; a 

concept I draw from what we read about Moses there in vs. 27 of our passage, when it speaks 
of his ability to leave Egypt w/o fearing the king’s anger “because he saw Him who is invisible.”  
Which - depending on what you think about faith – could already seem incredibly ironic.  B/c if 
you talk to most secular people today, they’d tell you this is exactly what we’re doing whenever 
we talk about having faith in God/some historical figure named Jesus/etc. viz. putting our 
faith/trust in something that’s invisible; not at all meaning something that we simply can’t see, 
but meaning that there’s nothing actually there; similar to the way you’d speak to a child who is 
terrified of the “monsters” in their closet. 

And yet, putting your faith in what you can’t see is something we do every day of our 
lives, regardless of whether you consider yourself a religious person or not.  Now, of course, 
there are more general examples of this like getting on an airplane and having faith that your 
luggage is on the same flight as you/plane has been filled with enough fuel to get you to your 
destination even though you didn’t personally witness either of those things; that’s an act of 
faith in something you can’t see.  But a more everyday example of this that we experience 
literally hundreds of times a day is the way we use something called proprioception. Something 
neurophysiologist Simon Gandevia defined this way in a recent article in “The Scientist” 
magazine, “Sometimes referred to as the ‘sixth sense,’ proprioception includes the sense of 
position and movement of our limbs, the senses of muscle force and effort, and the sense of 
balance. These senses, triggered by our everyday activities, allow us to carry out our tasks 

successfully, without thinking.” and to which we could also add, w/o seeing.  So, you could think 
of proprioception as the thing that enables you to reach into that bag of popcorn in a dark 
theatre w/o having to look down at the bag, or to carry a basket of laundry down the stairs w/o 
having to look at every step; and, of course, the more familiar you are with a space/activity the 
stronger this sense becomes. 

 
We’re continuing in our teaching series this morning through Hebrews 11 called “By 

faith.” Where each week we’re looking at these seemingly impossible things men/women in 
the bible were enabled to accomplish; and – as we’ve said repeatedly – the means by which 
they were enabled to accomplish those seemingly impossible things is faith/by faith. 

And as we continue to look now at the life of Moses, we see at least two examples from 
our passage today where Moses needs to have faith for something he can’t see; in vs. 27 he has 
to have faith to be delivered from the anger of Pharaoh and realize his future destiny, and in vs. 
28 he needs to have faith in a means of deliverance from destruction that is both unfamiliar 
and which appears to be insufficient. And in both cases, the One Moses has to look to to deliver 
him, is invisible.  
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And the reason I think this is so relevant for us to look at today is b/c whenever the 
circumstances of our lives (whatever they are) threaten to destroy us/those we love, we look 
for ways/means that we can see to deliver us.  I.e. when you’re about to be fired from the 
company you’ve spent a lifetime building/your spouse of the last 20 years is about to walk out 
the door/your child receives a terminal diagnosis from the doctor, all of us will grasp for 
people/solutions we can see to deliver us.  And yet, what we learn from the life of Moses is that 
in the midst of the devastating circumstances of life, the only way to truly escape destruction is 
to put our faith in/to “see” the God who is unseen, and trust in His power to deliver us.  And 
the really cool thing about that is that – just like with proprioception – the more familiar you 
are with God/the activity of putting your faith in Him, the easier having faith to see the invisible 
becomes.  

And so, in order to understand how we can learn to do this in our own lives and 
experience true deliverance from the circumstances that threaten to destroy us, I want to look 
at our passage in just two ways together.  I want to talk about having Faith for future 
effectiveness and then Faith for present deliverance (x2). 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them again to our passage in Hebrews 
11:27 and follow along with me as we learn from the life of Moses what it means to have faith 
to see the invisible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ok, so let’s talk first of all about having: 

1. Faith for future effectiveness – vs. 27 

Look with me first of all at vs. 27 which will set the context for us.  Hebrews tells us (READ 
vs. 27). Now, if you’re not very familiar with the story of Moses’ life you might just immediately 
assume that this is referring to the Exodus when Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt; 
and it’s possible that this is what vs. 27 could be referring to; but, some of the problems with 
that conclusion are a) when Moses leads the people out of Egypt after the 10th/final plague that 
God sends, Moses isn’t worried that Pharaoh might be angry about them leaving, Pharaoh’s 
actually demanding that they leave, and b) after telling us that Moses left Egypt by faith in vs. 
27, vs. 28 goes on to talk about the Passover; an event that took place before Moses and the 
people were freed to leave Egypt; so there’s also a chronological problem. 
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And so, what a number of commentators point out is that this “leaving of Egypt by faith” is 
likely not referring to the Exodus, but rather to the first time Moses left Egypt over 40 years 
earlier.  We read about this in Exodus 2 where Moses first senses God’s call on his life to deliver 
his people out of their slavery in Egypt, and – in an act that he believes will ignite a rebellion 
amongst the formidable numbers of Israelite slaves – he kills an Egyptian guard he finds beating 
a Hebrew slave and buries him in the sand.  But the next day, rather than receiving high-fives 
and cheers, Moses finds that the deliverance he thought he’d brought about in secret is known 
to everybody, and no one is interested in following him in a rebellion.  And, as a result, Moses 
leaves behind everything - his home and his people - and flees to the land of Midian where he 
spends the next 40 years working as a shepherd.   

Now, sure, when we hear of Moses’ fleeing Egypt it can sound a lot more like vs. 27 in our 
passage must be referring to the Exodus, for there Moses was definitely unafraid of Pharaoh’s 
anger.  But, when you look closely at the reasoning Hebrews 11 gives us for Moses’ leaving 
Egypt, I think his first exit still makes more sense.  Look again at vs. 27b it says that Moses 
(READ vs. 27b).    

Now, we don’t have time this morning to flesh this out, but there are all kinds of references 
throughout the bible that would strongly suggest that “him who is invisible” is a direct 
reference to God Himself.  And so, seeing that, what vs. 27 is ultimately showing us is not that 
Moses was somehow unaware/indifferent to Pharaoh’s anger, only – as theologian F.F. Bruce 
notes – simply that “Moses paid more attention to the Invisible King of kings than to the king of 
Egypt.”  He goes on, “If faith is ‘being certain of what we do not see’ it is first and foremost a 
conviction regarding the unseen God.” 

And so, as commentator Philip Hughes notes, “It was not personal fear of Pharaoh, but the 
awareness of his destiny as the deliverer of God’s covenant people that caused [Moses] to take 
flight.” 
App 

And I think there’s a powerful application that we can draw from that as we think about 
our own lives today; particularly if you’re in a place right now where your plans for the future 
and God’s don’t seem to be lining up.  B/c whenever we’re faced with circumstances that 
threaten to destroy our vision of the future – whether they’re a result of our own actions or not 
– what is it that we’re usually almost entirely focused on: the circumstances that threaten to 
destroy our future right?  We have a laser-focus on those things and then all of our 
efforts/strategies will usually focus around how we can escape/correct those circumstances.  
And do you know, it probably would have felt just the same for Moses, as he had discerned this 
clear calling from God on his life to deliver the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, but – 
now – was facing these circumstances that threatened to destroy that future. 

And yet what we learn here from Moses’ response (and really, from all of the 
men/women listed in Hebrews 11) is that the key to future effectiveness is not in setting our 
focus on the visible circumstances that are threatening our vision of the future, but on the 
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invisible God who is sovereignly reigning over those circumstances; trusting that He knows 
best/He is not limited by any of the things that limit us. 

And if we claim to know God as our Father, we have to reconcile the mindset that wants 
to acknowledge God as sovereign on the one hand, but then deny Him the ability to see better 
than we do on the other.  

And, no, I’m not suggesting for a second that Moses saw the whole picture; he didn’t!  
But as Moses left Egypt that first time, he could leave w/o fear of the circumstances: Pharaoh’s 
anger/future effectiveness being jeopardized. Why? b/c his faith wasn’t in his future calling, his 
faith was in the God who had called him (which, BTW, is what it means to “see Him who is 
invisible”); and it was a faith that was rewarded (albeit 40 years later) when God appeared to 
Moses in a burning bush and confirmed, “You were right about the ‘what’ Moses – I have called 
you to lead My people out of slavery; you were just wrong about the ‘when’ and the ‘how.’” 

And, it will be no different for you and I today.  Whatever future vision of 
success/effectiveness you have in your mind: a restored marriage, successful children, physical 
health recovered, career success following graduation, etc. we must always seek to ground our 
hope in our unseen God and not in that future vision being realized, otherwise the 
circumstances of life will always threaten to destroy us.   

So, what does this look like? In my own life right now, if I’m “seeing Him who is 
invisible” like Moses, then I can no longer see the car accident Sarah and I were in two years 
ago that continues to affect her health to this day and threatens my future vision for our family 
as a random circumstance that needs to be fixed/corrected, but only as the loving redirection of 
sovereign God who knew that – more than physical health – what we needed most right now 
was to learn deeper dependence on Him day by day. That’s really hard to accept and we fight 
against that all the time; but the beauty I see God forming in my family as a result of that 
redirection, I know, will reap a future effectiveness for all of us that I would not trade.  
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Ok, so that’s faith for future effectiveness.  The last thing I want to look at with you is having: 
2. Faith for present deliverance 

And we see the need for present deliverance in our passage in vs. 28 – look with me there.  
Hebrews says (READ vs. 28).  This - if you’re not familiar with the story - is referring to the 
10th/final plague that God sent on the land of Egypt which we read about in Exodus 11.  There, 
God promises Pharaoh through Moses that – at midnight – the angel of death will sweep 
throughout the entire land of Egypt and kill the firstborn son in every home, from Pharaoh’s 
palace to the household of the slave girl; and the firstborn of the cattle as well. 

Which sounds good/knockout punch until you get to Exodus 12 and we learn that the 
destroyer of the firstborn (as Hebrews 11 calls him) will sweep through every home in Egypt, 
not just the Egyptian homes; which is actually something unique about this 10th plague b/c - in 
each of the previous nine plagues - the people of Israel were exempted.   

Now, mercifully, God provides a means of deliverance from this plague for His people: they 
are to take a year-old lamb without blemish and slaughter it, and then take the blood of that 
lamb and mark the doorposts of their houses; and God’s promise to them is this: “The blood will 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13) 

Now, what’s that about? God has always exempted His people from the previous nine 
plagues/supposedly, He’s called Moses here to lead them out of slavery; why are His own 
people now included in the judgement that He is pouring out on Egypt? And we know they’re 
included b/c – you notice – God didn’t say, “When I see that you’re one of My people I will pass 
over you” He says, “When I see the blood/demonstration of your faith in Me, I will pass over 
you.”   

Well, big picture, I think what God is demonstrating in this 10th/final plague is that all of the 
previous nine plagues were warnings; this last plague is about His judgement coming down 
fully.  And here’s the thing: when God’s judgement for sin comes down upon the earth, no one 
is exempt! 

In Rom. 3:23 the apostle Paul reminds us plainly, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God,” Rom. 6:23 he adds that, “the wages of sin is death.”  Those of you who were here 
a few years ago when we went through Malachi will remember his harrowing prophesy in 
Malachi 3:2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He 
appears?”   

So, for Moses and the people of Israel, the test of faith/“seeing the invisible” was a) to 
believe that this 10th/final plague truly would bring deliverance from their slavery in Egypt (for 
none of the previous nine plagues had accomplished that) and b) they had to have faith that 
this strange/unfamiliar ritual could truly be effective in delivering them from God’s judgement 
on the firstborn sons.  As Alec Motyer notes in his commentary on Exodus 12, “The essence of 
faith is the trust that obeys, and this was the point to which Israel came … Knowing 



 
 

3320 Crown St., Vancouver, B.C., V6S 2L5 Phone: 604-224-1031                                                                
Fax: 604-224-1031 E-Mail: office@dhbc.ca 

6 

unmistakably how great was the power of the enemy, equally aware of their own weakness and 
helplessness, yet ready to pit all on obedience to the command and promise of God.”  

They could have tried to find their own means/solutions that they could see to escape 
these circumstances that threatened to destroy them; but “seeing Him who is invisible” 
required that – just as the fulfilment of God’s promises was only found on the other side of 
Abraham’s obedience - so the deliverance of God’s people could only found in their obedience 
to shelter themselves under the protection of the blood of the lamb.  
 
App 

Which is powerfully descriptive of what it looks like for us today as well, as we – who 
also stand guilty/helpless under the coming judgement of God against sin ourselves - seek 
present deliverance from those circumstances that threaten to destroy us. 

We can seek to be delivered by our own means/solutions that we can see (devout 
religiosity/denying that things like sin/judgement even exist) which will inevitably fail, or we can 
trust, by faith, in the means provided by our unseen God, by sheltering ourselves under the 
protection of the blood of His Son/the Lamb of God, slain on our behalf.   

Yes, that present deliverance requires faith in the unseen, b/c we have to rest our hope 
in something that’s been done for us and not something we have accomplished ourselves.  But, 
just as Moses put his faith in God’s means of deliverance and saw that God was faithful both to 
deliver them from judgment as well as their slavery in Egypt, so we too can know those same 
freedoms (condemnation/slavery to sin) when we trust in the means of deliverance He has 
mercifully provided to all who put their faith in Him. 
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Conclusion 
In the opening chapter of Paul’s letter to the Colossian church, he writes this, “For He 

[that is God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of 
the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col. 1:13-14) Which I 
think – using the language of the Passover - powerfully describes a spiritual reality for us that 
we find in sheltering ourselves under the protection of Jesus’ blood by faith. 

But although he doesn’t state this anywhere and I have no proof whatsoever that this is 
what he had in mind - in light of what we just read in our passage today in vs. 27 about Moses’ 
faith to “see Him who is invisible” - I find it incredibly comforting that Paul’s very next words he 
writes are this description of Jesus, “He is the image of the invisible God.” 

I don’t know what impossible circumstances you’re facing today.  Maybe they’re 
circumstances that are threatening your vision of the future and life feels scary/overwhelming 
as those circumstances redirect you in a direction you hadn’t planned on going; maybe they’re 
circumstances that make you feel enslaved/like you’re beyond the reach of God or His ability to 
deliver you.  

Whatever you’re facing, I pray the witness of Moses that we’ve looked at today would 
at least begin to inspire hope in you once again; hope for deliverance/freedom.  But that you 
would also see that true/lasting deliverance is not found in seeing escape from the 
circumstances that threaten us, but in seeing the unseen God who sovereignly controls those 
circumstances. By seeing Jesus - the image/true picture of the invisible God – whom God sent 
to earth both to reveal what He is like, as well as to offer us deliverance from sin through His 
death on our behalf. 

Which, I get it, is hard for us to do at first b/c we can’t physically see Jesus anymore. But, 
I can promise you, the more familiar you are with the loving/powerful/sovereign God He has 
revealed Himself to be in His word, and the more familiar you become with the practice of 
putting your faith in Him, the easier having faith to see the invisible becomes.  

Writing to a church that was also suffering under threatening circumstances but - like us 
– was also coming to faith in Jesus after He had already ascended into heaven, the apostle 
Peter wrote these words in 1 Peter 1:8-9 “Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though 
you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


