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“The Giant Slayer” 
I Samuel 17:1-50 

~ Delivered at DHBC on April 20, 2014 (Soli Deo Gloria) 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Please open your Bibles to I Samuel 17. 
Ø This morning we are going to look at the story of David and Goliath.  This story is 

so famous that it has become one of Western culture’s primary metaphors to 
describe the courageous ability to overcome seemingly insurmountable odds.  

o Malcolm Gladwell just wrote a New York Times best seller about how 
weakness can be used as strength.  Not only did he use this story as his 
primary illustration, he also named the book David and Goliath: 
underdogs, misfits, and the art of battling giants. 

§ Gladwell is tapping into the universal human experience of being 
overwhelmed by life and the desire to defeat our giants.   

Ø Who of us has not had to fight the giant of other people’s disapproval and 
criticism?  Or the giant of discouragement when life is just not working? Or the 
giant of bereavement when those we love die?  Perhaps one of the most common 
giants we face is everyday anxiety. 

o We have a nanny who cares for our two youngest kids each morning.  A 
few weeks ago we had to abruptly let her go.  We immediately set out 
looking for someone new.  We signed up on nanny websites and posted 
wanted ads on Craigslist and Kijiji.  But we got almost no responses at all.  

§ After a week of no responses I found myself starting to feel quite 
anxious.  What if we can’t find someone?  Will Heather have to 
quit her job?  The implications of that are quite huge.  I’ll end the 
story later but I am simply saying that it is normal life to face 
giants like anxiety, fear, criticism, disapproval, and bereavement.  

Ø Now, usually the story of David and Goliath is used to show how you, like David, 
can have the courage to defeat your giants.  I want to show today that although 
there is some truth in this, it does not go far enough.  In fact, trying to be like 
David will lead you to despair. 

o Though it may seem strange I want to show you that this story is all about 
the resurrection of Jesus.  David and Goliath is the story of Easter. 

§ So let’s develop this in three parts: the giant story, the giant 
struggle, and finally, the giant slayer.  

 
THE GIANT STORY 

Ø Let’s begin then with (SHOW SLIDE) the giant story.  Let’s look again at this 
story of the giant. 

o The story really begins in chapter 16 where God sends the prophet Samuel 
to the town of Bethlehem to anoint a shepherd named David as king.  
Look at verse 13.  READ 13 – “So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power.”  
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§ The Goliath story then is the first major story about this anointed 
one, this shepherd king, who is empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Ø The context is that Israel is facing off against their archrivals the Philistines.  Both 
armies are camped on opposing hills.  Then we read that a great warrior from the 
Philistines named “Goliath” steps forward.  Look at verse 4. 

o READ 4-7 - “A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out 
of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall. He had a bronze 
helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing 
five thousand shekels; on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze 
javelin was slung on his back. His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, 
and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels.” 

Ø Physically this man is massive – over nine feet tall.  This is not literary 
exaggeration.  Egyptian records speak of warriors who were 7 to 9 feet tall.  In 
modern times a man named Robert Wadlow was one inch short of 9 feet when he 
died in 1940.  Archeologists have found two female skeletons from this area and 
time frame that were 7 feet tall.1  Goliath’s armour is also as high tech as things 
got in this era. 

o So everything about this description is meant to re-enforce the fact that 
this man is a fearsome and invincible warrior. 

Ø In verse 8 Goliath issues a challenge.  READ 8-9 - “Goliath stood and shouted to 
the ranks of Israel, ‘Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him 
come down to me. If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your 
subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and 
serve us.” 

o Goliath is not proposing a duel, which is just fight between two 
individuals.  He is proposing what is called “representative combat”, 
which was an ancient way to decide a battle.  

Ø It is like in the first scene of the movie Troy when King Agamemnon and his 
army invade Thessaly.  They stand ready to fight the king of Thessaly.  

o As the two kings talk, Agamemnon says, “I don’t want to watch another 
massacre.  Let’s settle this in the old manner.  Your best fighter against 
my best.”  The king of Thessaly asks, “And if my man wins?”  True to the 
rules Agamemnon answers, “We’ll leave Thessaly for good.” 

§ The king of Thessaly calls forward his champion - a Goliath type 
man named “Boagrius.”  King Agamemnon then calls his 
champion – the famous warrior Achilles.  In one brilliant move 
Achilles kills Boagrius and the king of Thessaly hands the rule of 
Thessaly over to Agamemnon.  This is what Goliath is proposing. 

Ø And what is the response of Israel and its king, Saul?  Look at verse 11.  READ 
11 – “On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were 
dismayed and terrified.”  For fourty days Goliath issues this challenge but king 
Saul and his armies quake in their boots.  Their courage fails them.  Look at verse 

                                                
1 Matthews, V. H., Chavalas, M. W., & Walton, J. H. (2000). The IVP Bible background commentary: Old Testament (electronic ed., 1 
Sa 17:4–7). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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24.  Goliath again defies them and we read, “When the Israelites saw the man, 
they all ran from him in great fear.” 

o David is likely in his late teens.  His father sends him to the battlefield to 
see his brothers. When he hears how Goliath is insulting God’s people he 
says they should not lose heart because he will fight Goliath.  But his 
brothers despise him.  They do not accept him as king.  But David is 
confident that the God who delivered him from the bear and the lion will 
also deliver him from Goliath.   

§ With mighty courage, David refuses to take king Saul’s armour.  
He goes into battle with his staff and sling. 

Ø Although David’s sling is only described as a shepherd’s weapon it was also used 
in combat.  (SHOW SLIDE)  Here is a picture of a sling.  It was a deadly weapon 
in the hand of a skilled person.  

o We read in Judges 20:16 of 700 Benjamite soldiers, “each of whom could 
sling a stone at a hair and not miss.”  Imagine standing in front of a 
major league baseball pitcher while he threw a fastball at your head.    

§ In David’s case though it is not a baseball; it is a rock that could be 
as big as a tennis ball flying at over 100 mph.  (SHOW SLIDE) 

Ø So God’s anointed one goes to defend the Lord’s threatened and frightened flock.  
Goliath fulfills Psalm 2:2 for he takes his stand “against the Lord and against his 
anointed one.” 

o You see this is not just a battle of two men.  It is a showdown between 
Yahweh the God of Israel and Dagon the god of the Philistines.  You 
remember just a few chapters earlier that the ark of Yahweh was captured 
and put in the temple of Dagon but in the morning the statue of Dagon had 
fallen facedown before the ark of the LORD and its head had broken off.  

§ This is a showdown between David and Goliath, between Israel 
and Philistia, and between Yahweh and Dagon. 

Ø Now we come to the big scene.  Look at verse 42.  Goliath begins with a 
psychological assault.  READ 42-44 – “He looked David over and saw that he 
was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. He said to David, 
‘Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?’ And the Philistine cursed David 
by his gods. ‘Come here,’ he said, ‘and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air 
and the beasts of the field!’” 

o Goliath only talks about David’s staff and not his sling, which may 
suggest that he does not see David’s sling.   

Ø READ 45-47 – “David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword 
and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the 
Lord will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. 
Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and 
the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in 
Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the 
Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our 
hands.” 
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o This is where I think Gladwell really misses the point.  David’s victory is 
not ultimately because he used his apparent weakness as a strength or that 
he turned Goliath’s strength into a weakness.  David is filled with courage 
because he says God is fighting for him. The battle is not David’s.  The 
battle is the Lord’s. 

Ø And now that all the verbal attacks are done the battle begins.  This chapter has 
developed slowly for 47 verses.  But now everything happens very quickly. We 
pick it up in verse 48.  READ 48 - “As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, 
David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. Reaching into his bag and 
taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The 
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.” 

o Gladwell quotes a ballistics expert who did some calculations on this.  A 
stone hurled by an expert slinger at a distance of 35 meters would have hit 
Goliath’s head at 34 metres per second.  That is the equivalent to a fair 
size handgun.  It would have taken less than a second.2  

§ Goliath did not even have time to flinch. 
Ø Just like Goliath’s god Dagon fell facedown in the temple before Yahweh’s ark so 

now Dagon’s champion falls facedown before Yahweh’s anointed one.  Just as 
the head of Dagon’s statue broke off when it fell before Yahweh’s ark, so now 
Dagon’s champion has his head cut off by Yahweh’s champion.  Note that the 
stone did not kill Goliath.  It rendered him unconscious. Verse 51 makes it clear.   

o READ 51 - “David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the 
Philistine’s sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he 
cut off his head with the sword.”   

§ How ironic.  David did not kill Goliath with an Israelite sword.  
The Lord’s anointed killed the enemy with his own weapon.  

Ø Apparently the Philistines did not want to honour Goliath’s representative battle 
proposal and so we read in verse 51.  READ 51b-53 - “When the Philistines saw 
that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.  Then the men of Israel and 
Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance 
of Gath and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim 
road to Gath and Ekron. When the Israelites returned from chasing the 
Philistines, they plundered their camp.” 

o In the wake of David’s victory the fearful anxiety ridden army gains great 
courage.  Now that David has won the primary victory they can win the 
smaller ones.  On top of it all, even though they did nothing to defeat 
Goliath they get to share in the plunder of David’s victory.   

§ What a story!  What faith!  What courage!   
 
THE GIANT STRUGGLE 

Ø Let’s turn now to apply this to us.  Having looked at the giant story, let’s talk 
about (SHOW SLIDE) the giant struggle.  We all struggle against many giants.   

o We have mentioned a few like anxiety, disapproval and criticism from 
others, and the pain of bereavement.  When we read the story of David we 
see how through faith in God David had great courage to defeat the giant.  

                                                
2 Malcolm Gladwell, David and Goliath, 11. 
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And we keep saying, “we just need to have more faith.  We just need to 
be more like David.”  But if we are honest we keep getting defeated.  No 
matter how hard we try we don’t have this kind of faith. 

§ We keep finding ourselves getting devastated by the criticism or 
disapproval of others?  We keep getting defeated by anxiety and 
discouragement?   

Ø But there is even a bigger problem here.  Books like Gladwell’s completely ignore 
the biggest giants we all face.  You see there are giants in our lives that we can 
never beat no matter how much we try.  The Bible lists three of them as death, sin, 
and Satan.  The greatest giant we face is death. 

o How do you fight this giant?  The famous poet Dylan Thomas says, “Do 
not go gentle into that good night. Rage, rage against the dying of the 
light.”  That sounds so noble to say that we should rage against death but 
in the end all our rage doesn’t change a thing.  Death defeats us.  

o Another approach is simply to ignore death.  I recently read H.G. Wells’ 
short story, The Time Machine.  In the story a man travels so far into the 
future that humanity is extinct and the sun is about to burn out.  In the 
epilogue Wells writes of the time traveller,  

§ “He…thought cheerlessly of the Advancement of Mankind, and 
saw in the growing pile of civilization only a foolish heaping that 
must inevitably fall back upon and destroy its makers in the 
end.”  So if death is going to take everything that we work so hard 
for how should we live?  Wells goes on to say, “If that is so, it 
remains for us to live as though it were not so.”3 

• Again, this sounds noble to live to the fullest as if death is 
never coming.  But this is to ignore reality and to live in 
fantasy.  You see, trying to be courageous like David 
doesn’t help when the giant is death. 

Ø The Bible says we face another unbeatable giant named “sin.”  
o In today’s world we don’t like to talk about sin and guilt.  In our culture 

we call them mistakes, not a sin. And yet the great authors keep making us 
face it.  Public schools still read Lord of the Flies, which shows the rapid 
anarchy that takes place when a group of well-raised British boys are 
shipwrecked on an island.  Joseph Conrad wrote The Heart of Darkness in 
which he shows that civilization is only a façade for a darkness that lurks 
within each of us.  We could talk about Shakespeare’s MacBeth or 
Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment or Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables.   

o We love these books and movies because they grapple with the darkness 
of the human heart and the guilt that comes through our actions.  That is 
why one author writes, “How do we continue to be fascinated with sin 
and guilt as objects worthy of exploration in literature but cannot face 
them as realities in our own lives?”4 

§ When we are honest we agree with the Bible’s assessment that we 
have all sinned.  The problem though is that sinners must face the 

                                                
3 H.G. Wells, Three Science Fiction Novels (Everyman’s Library), 87. 
4 John Walton, NIV Application Commentary – Genesis, 255. 
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just judgement of God.  You see trying to be like David is not 
going to help you defeat the giant of sin. 

Ø And finally the Bible says there are evil powers in this world that have taken 
humanity captive through sin.  Satan, whose name means “the accuser” is their 
leader.  Can any of us withstand this dark power?  Adam and Eve had no sin and 
yet he made short work of them.   

o You see what I am doing here.  I am trying to show us that despite all our 
grandiose statements about human courage, we cannot even defeat the 
small giants in our lives let alone the big ones like sin, Satan, and death.  

§ No matter how hard we try we aren’t like David.   
 
THE GIANT SLAYER 

Ø But the good news of the resurrection is that there is another way.  Having 
developed the giant story and the giant struggle.  Let’s look finally at (SHOW 
SLIDE) the giant slayer. 

Ø We have not rightly applied this story because we have identified ourselves with 
the wrong character.  We are not David.  There is something unique about David 
which makes it impossible to equate ourselves to him. What do you think it is?  I 
have said it all along.   

o He is God’s anointed one – God’s messiah.  David is not just any old 
member of God’s people.  He is God’s anointed one.  It is as the uniquely 
Spirit empowered shepherd king that David slays Goliath.   

§ Who then do we relate to in this story?  Goliath?  No.  Who then?  
The Israelites.  We are the ordinary people of God who are often 
filled with anxiety and fear.  

Ø Who then is David?  Throughout the Old Testament God promises that one 
greater than David would come.  A king would come from David’s line but he 
would be a true and better David.  This king would be the Anointed One – the 
Messiah.  He who would come to fight on behalf of his people. 

o Jesus the son of David was also born in Bethlehem.  At his birth the angels 
declared, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is [the Messiah] the Lord.”  Just as David was sent by his father to the 
battlefield, so Jesus was sent by his Father into this world.  Jesus called 
himself “the good shepherd” and declared that he was the king of God’s 
kingdom.  Jesus, the true and better David, was uniquely empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to do great works.  Like David, Jesus was despised and 
rejected but like David he came to fight on behalf of his people.   

§ At the cross, Jesus went toe to toe with those fearsome giants of 
sin, Satan, and death.  But in this battle the giants shamed him.  
They mocked him.  They stripped him.  In this battle the giants 
slew the son of David.  The blood of the shepherd king stained the 
ground and he died on the battlefield. 

Ø Oh what dark hours those were between Friday afternoon and Sunday.  If Jesus 
the Anointed One could be defeated what hope is there for us?  But on Sunday 
morning, the true and better Jesus stood to his feet. 
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o The giants were dumbfounded.  Suddenly they felt all their power were 
gone.  They did not see that on the cross Jesus was taking the punishment 
for his people’s sin.  Now that sin had been punished Satan had no more 
grounds for accusing God’s people. 

§ Hebrews 2 says Jesus became a man “so that by his death he 
might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
their fear of death.”  David wounded the head of Goliath, but 
Jesus crushed the head of the serpent.  And oh the irony of it all.  
Jesus defeated death with its own weapon.  Jesus defeated death by 
dying.   

Ø Friends, this is the message of Christianity.  You and I could not defeat the giants.  
But Jesus did for us what we could not do.  Like Israel, we stood passively by as 
he went into battle on our behalf.  The resurrection was the final blow.  The 
resurrection is proof that he won the battle for death could not hold him.  

o And now like the Israelites we also get to share in the plunder of our 
champion.  We get eternal life.  We get to reign with him.  We get to share 
eternity with God.   

 
FIGHTING THE GIANTS 

Ø So do you see how this changes your entire approach to battling the little giants in 
your life?  Where did Israel get their courage?  Listen carefully: they got courage 
not by fighting for victory, but by fighting from victory.  David had already won 
the big battle and so they could fight the little battles.   

o This is how you fight the little giants in your life.  You learn how to live 
out your life in light of Jesus’ victory.  You don’t fight for victory - you 
fight from victory.  You apply Jesus’ death and resurrection to your 
battles.  Let’s try to spell it out. 

Ø You fight the giant of disapproval and criticism not by saying, “I don’t care what 
others think of me” or by trying really hard to please them.  In that case other 
people still control you.   

o Fight the giant of disapproval and criticism by saying, “Since Jesus 
defeated the giant of my sin, I have the full approval of God which is the 
only approval that ultimately matters.  Satan, the accuser, has been 
disarmed.  I can forgive others and humbly receive their correction 
because I am secure in God’s approval.”  

Ø Fight the giant of anxiety not by trying not to worry but by focusing on Jesus’ 
victory.  I went to battle with anxiety over the nanny issue by preaching Christ’s 
victory to myself.   

o I said, “Barton, why are worrying so much about this?  Do you not trust 
that God cares enough to provide for you?  Has he not already proved 
that he cares for you?  If Jesus cared enough for you to fight the 
greatest giants in your life, don’t you think he will take care of a small 
thing like a nanny?”  After a week of battling the giant of anxiety, God 
graciously provided us with a fantastic nanny. 
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Ø Or finally think of death.  Christians do not have to rage against or ignore death.  
The Christian can face this giant because Jesus slew him.  Like David then we can 
mock our enemy.  We can mock death saying, “Where O death is your victory?  
Where O death is your sting?”    

o Or when other Christians we love die we can fight the giant of 
overwhelming grief by saying with Paul, “We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him.”  This does not take away all our tears but it 
saves us from drowning in grief.  

 
CONCLUSION 

Ø This is the story of Easter.  Jesus, the true and better David fought our greatest 
giants and won.  As you apply this to your heart it fills you with courage to fight 
the little giants that you face each day.   

o We do not fight for victory.  We fight from victory. 
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