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“Impossible come true” John 20:24-29 
WCP 

Intro 
One of my favorite books to take out of the library growing up was “Ripley’s believe it or 

not”; How many of you have ever seen/taken out a book like that in your lifetime?  I loved this 
book b/c it was filled with all these amazing stories from around the world of things that – if 
somebody just told you about them - you’d say we’re impossible; but – because it was also a 
picture book – you could see with your own eyes that they really were true.  Now, were a lot of 
those pictures also staged/photo-shopped?   I’ll leave that up to you to determine.  (examples 
for kids to vote on)  Seeing isn’t always believing! But, regardless of whether or not someone 
truly found dinosaur bones in their sandbox/really could swallow an entire sword/actually 
possible to lift heavy suitcases with their eyelids, my point is that the way Ripley worked to 
overcome unbelief of what otherwise would have seemed impossible, was to invite us to 
look/see for it ourselves. 

This was basically the exact same strategy used by P T Barnum in the late 1800’s to draw 
huge audiences to his famous circus; if you’ve seen the recent film The Greatest Showman 
you’ll remember how he played on the curiosities of everyday men and women by 
orchestrating a production that invited you to “step right up” and see firsthand the weird and 
wonderful; the bearded lady/the world’s strongest man/dancing bear; come and see the 
“impossible come true” as the song from the film goes. 

But, here’s the thing I want to ask you to consider for a minute this morning: whether 
it’s the fantastic finds of Ripley, or P T Barnum’s circus oddities, is there anything truly life-
changing about those impossible sights once you’ve seen them? Does it make any difference 
whatsoever in how you live your life tomorrow having seen those things you once believed 
were impossible today? I don’t wanna speak for you but, my guess is – if you’re anything like 
me – probably not. 

 
But, today I wanna share a story with you about a man named Jesus that sounds at least 

as impossible/unlikely as anything Ripley or Barnum could have come up with; in fact, it’s so 
impossible sounding that even Jesus’ closest followers didn’t believe it when they first heard it; 
and they’d seen Jesus do some pretty impossible stuff! But, what’s different about this story is 
that it actually does make a difference in your life once you’ve seen it; in fact, changes 
everything! 

And we find this story in the gospel of John 20:24; if you have a bible, I’d like you to turn 
there and see this with me.  And, once you’ve found that, all we’re gonna do is just read this 
story and then I want to show you two things I think we can learn from it: one has to do with 
why this story mattered so much for Jesus’ disciples (specifically to Thomas); the other is why 
this story still matters so much for you and I today (x2). 

So, if you haven’t made it there yet, get to John 20:24 and follow along with me as we 
look at what the story of Easter has to show us about the impossible come true. 
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Ok, so just to quickly give you some context/a kind of “previously on ‘The life and times 
of Jesus’” – 10 days ago, Jesus has been crucified by the Romans, wrapped up and laid in a 
tomb with a big stone in front of it. On the morning of the third day following that, Mary (one 
of Jesus’ close friends) goes to Jesus’ tomb and finds the stone is rolled away and the tomb is 
empty.  She runs to tell Jesus’ disciples about this, but – aside from Peter and John -they’re all 
pretty much like, “Yeah right; not a chance!” But then, all of a sudden, Jesus starts showing up 
all over the place: He appears to Mary, then to Jesus’ disciples; each time proving to them in a 
bunch of different ways, that He really did rise from the dead and that, although they’d seen 
Him die, He was alive.  

But, for whatever reason (the bible doesn’t say) one of Jesus’ disciples – Thomas – has 
missed out on all of Jesus’ other appearances up until now.  And so, we’ll pick up the story now 
in vs. 24 - look with me there.  John writes (READ vss. 24-25). Ok so, all of Jesus’ disciples are 
together again, now including Thomas; and they’re all excitedly trying to tell Thomas that Jesus 
is alive and – not just that they want Him to be alive, but that they’ve actually seen/touched 
Him!  But you see in vs. 25b there, Thomas is not buying it.  He’s basically just like, “Guys, that’s 
a great story. Honestly, I wish Jesus was here again too, but it’s over/He’s gone; it’s time to 
move on with our lives.” And then, you see, he picks what – to him – are the most impossible 
criteria to change his mind.  He knows Jesus was crucified and then pierced with a spear in His 
side, so he’s like, “Unless Jesus shows up and He’s got the “battle-wounds” to prove it’s Him, I’ll 
never believe it.” 

I think it was last year around August some people on Facebook were saying that Johnny 
Depp had showed up at BC Children’s Hospital dressed as Captain Jack Sparrow; Now, lots of 
people heard that and were saying, “Nope/fake news!  I was at Children’s hospital today and I 
didn’t see anything!”  Personally, the moment I heard he was there, I was feeling my daughter’s 
forehead saying, “You don’t look so good/feel hot; I think we better go by the hospital to get 
you checked out!” So, this would be like that patient who didn’t see Johnny saying, “Maybe 
someone came in dressed like a pirate but no way was it actually Johnny Depp; so, unless 
Johnny came into my room, and showed me the tattoo of a sparrow on his right forearm, I’m 
not buying it.”   

But, look now at vs. 26 John writes (READ vs. 26). And I’m sure already, at this point 
Thomas is both amazed and also thinking “… Uh oh!”  But, it gets even worse. Look at vs. 27ff 
we read (READ vss. 27-28). 

Now, there’s a whole bunch of stuff going on there, but I want to just highlight a few 
things as to why this impossible-come-true story matters so much/so life changing - first of all: 

1. For Jesus’ disciples. 
Now, you gotta put yourself in the disciple’s shoes for a minute. I don’t know how many 

of you have ever had a close friend/family member die before; that, in itself, is already 
incredibly hard to go through, and that was part of what they were struggling with.  But, on top 
of that, Jesus’ disciples also has this whole other layer of expectation on top of that, where they 
believed that Jesus might just also be this promised Messiah/Rescuer who God was going to 
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send to free them from their captivity to Rome; and Jesus had been saying all these incredible 
things/doing all this incredible stuff that made it seem like He really was that Rescuer.  But, 
when they saw Him die, it just completely devastated them; all the hope they’d placed in Him 
was just shattered. 

So, given all that, it kind of makes sense why they would have found it so hard to believe 
that Jesus was alive again, right? People often want to push back and say, “Well, of course they 
believed in things like resurrection/superstitions like that; it was a pre-scientific age.” We don’t 
have time to really get into it this morning, but let me just say, historically, that’s just not the 
case. The Jews believed in resurrection but only one mass resurrection at the end of time; 
Greek/Roman philosophy said resurrection was meaningless b/c the physical body was evil. 
And so, given all that, you can see why Jesus wanted to make sure/go out of His way to give His 
disciples as much evidence as possible that He truly had risen.  And that’s what He’s doing too; I 
mean, look at our story; Jesus is even doubling-back around, again, to appear to His disciples a 
second time! Why? b/c one of them – Thomas – wasn’t there the first time He showed up. 

Now, why was this such a big deal?  If Jesus had already appeared to the others, why 
not just let them pass on the good news and move on?  I mean, this would literally be like 
asking Johnny Depp to dress up again and go back and visit that one patient who didn’t see him 
the first time he came to the hospital! Well, we’ve already seen the reason why: Thomas wasn’t 
just going to take their word for something as big as this given all he had seen up until then. 

But now, in this incredible moment, Jesus returns specifically for the sake of this one 
friend in order to transform him, in a moment, from a doubter to a worshipper; where one 
minute Thomas is saying, “It’s impossible to believe” to - now – worshipping Jesus as, “my Lord 
and my God.” 
App 

And, for Jesus’ disciples, this is exactly why this story matters so much.  First and 
foremost, b/c in appearing to them after having risen from the dead, Jesus is proving to them 
once and for all that He truly was who He said He was; He’s saying to them, “I’ve told you all 
this time who I was, and I’ve given you lots of strong hints at who I am; but now I’m showing 
you beyond a shadow of a doubt that I truly am the Son of God. 

Which leads us to the second reason why this mattered so much to the disciples. B/c in 
the verses just before our passage, we see that the reason they were all gathering behind 
locked doors was because they were terrified; and who wouldn’t be?  Sure, they were 
confident enough before, but now - seeing their friend and leader arrested, brutally beaten, 
and then crucified – I’m sure they were all wondering which one of them was going to be next!  
But now, seeing the impossible come true and Jesus alive again, it also immediately removed 
fear and replaced it with a level of confidence even greater than what they’d had before. So 
much so, that in the book of Acts – which continues the story of the disciples – you see them 
saying to Jesus, “Ok, so now are we gonna wipe out the Romans and become a super-power 
nation?!”  I mean, when you suddenly realize that your football team captain is actually like 
Thor/Hulk you’re thinking, “Dude, we’re gonna smoke everybody!”   
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And yet, Jesus very clearly tells them, “Guys, I’m glad you’re feeling so confident in who 
I am now; but the reality is that I’m not calling you to be My warriors, I’m calling you to be My 
witnesses: to share what you’ve seen/heard from Me to the world, so that those who’ve never 
seen Me like you have can also believe.”  And they would need every ounce of that confidence 
b/c – history tells us - their witness (for all but one of them) would cost them their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So that’s why this impossible-come-true story of Jesus’ resurrection mattered so much 
to Jesus’ disciples, but what about for us today?  Why does this story still matter so much: 

2. For you and I 
And I think that’s an important question to try and answer b/c – maybe you’ve never 

really known why Easter matters so much to begin with; and I’m saying that could be true 
whether you’re a Christian or not here today.  We might know Easter has something to do with 
Jesus rising from the dead - and it’s pretty clear why this made such a difference in the lives of 
Jesus’ disciples - but I bet even if you asked a lot of Christians today, they couldn’t tell you why 
the Easter story matters/what difference it makes for their lives today.  But I promise you, 
when you truly see it, it changes everything. 

And the clearest place you see this 2000 year old story tying into life today is in vs. 29 – 
look with me there. John writes (READ vs. 29). Now, there’s two things going on there: 

1. Jesus is saying to Thomas, “I’ve met what you thought were impossible criteria to 
believe that I truly had risen, by appearing to you and showing you my “battle 
wounds”; but, there’s an even greater blessing for those who haven’t seen but still 
believe.”  Do you know who Jesus is referring to there? To you; me; actually, to 
everyone from after Jesus returns to His Father in heaven until today that has never 
seen Him in the flesh, but still believes He is risen. That means we are even more 
blessed than Jesus’ own disciples if we believe in Him today w/o having ever seen 
Him as they did. 

2. Jesus is talking about the way “belief” is tied to that blessing. Belief in what? 
Believing that Jesus really is who He said He was.  How do we know Jesus was who 
He said He was? Because He rose from the dead.  If you look at this story, that’s how 
Thomas came to believe.  When he thought Jesus was still dead, he said he could 
never believe; when Jesus was standing right in front of him, alive, he called Him 
“Lord” and “God.”  Which is exactly what “belief” looks like today as well: it’s coming 
to Jesus and saying, “I’m trusting that you are who you said You were – even without 
having seen You yet - and I’m submitting the control of my life to you.” 
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App 
And the reason why that matters so much for us today is partly b/c of what it proves 

about Jesus but also b/c of what we gain as a result of that belief in Jesus.  There are, honestly, 
countless benefits but I’ll just talk about two of them here and then we’ll be done. 

The first benefit of belief in Jesus for you, now/today, is acceptance. And the way we 
know we know we have that benefit is when we come to understand why Jesus had to die.  The 
big story of the bible is that – although God made this world and everything in it perfect and 
w/o sin – when mankind rebelled against God’s good rule, sin entered into His creation 
(including us) and we could no longer be in relationship with Him. But, b/c God is both just and 
loving - rather than leaving us eternally separated from Himself - God took on human flesh and 
entered into our world (that’s what we celebrate every Christmas) all for the purpose of giving 
His life in exchange for ours; cancelling the debt we owed and reconciling us back to God.  And 
so, Jesus’ resurrection (which we celebrate every Easter), is how we know that God accepted 
Jesus’ payment on our behalf and that He’s accepted us when we believe in Jesus. At the 
beginning of this same gospel of John, John writes (READ John 1:10-12). And in a world where 
we’re all so desperate for the acceptance of others, but – at the same time – terrified that if 
anyone really knew us they never would, how incredible does it sound to be fully known (the 
good/bad/ugly), just like Thomas was known, but also fully accepted and loved? 

The second benefit of belief in Jesus for you, now/today, is life. Now, my guess is that 
everyone here today could feel for a pulse and say, “Yup. Already got that thanks!” But, the 
hard reality we’ll all have to face is that, one day, somebody else will do that for you, and they 
won’t be able to find one! Death is that reality that nobody wants to face, but which – no 
matter how hard we may “rage against the dying of the light” – we will all still have to face; it’s 
a thief that robs us of everything from our relationships to our achievements. 

But, in John 10:10 Jesus plainly said (READ John 10:10)  and then followed that up just 
one chapter later stating (READ John 11:25-26). You see that’s also why Jesus’ resurrection 
matters so much – both for His disciples 2000 years ago as well as for you and I today – b/c it 
means that if Jesus was able to suffer death but still be raised to life, then - one day – so can all 
who believe in Him as well. And in a world where disease/guns/earthquakes/old age threaten 
to rob us every day of all we hold so dear, how incredible does it sound to know that although 
death still touches us, it no longer has the final word; that by believing in Jesus – as George 
Herbert said so well, death – though once only an executioner – is now nothing more than a 
gardener? 
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Conclusion  
If you look at the closing verses of John 20, John closes with this simple/powerful 

confession – look with me there.  He says (READ John 20:30-31). With the celebration of Easter 
each year, we look back on the impossible (resurrection from the dead) truly coming true; I 
hope you’ve seen as well that this is no sideshow/fantasy, but a real moment in history that 
transformed the lives of the first people to see it, and which continues to transform lives today. 
And although we’re separated from the actual event of Jesus’ resurrection by thousands of 
years, remember Jesus said that there is greater blessing for those who have not seen/weren’t 
standing there that day when Jesus showed up, and yet still believe.   

I don’t know where this impossible-come-true story finds you this morning: maybe 
you’ve never come to believe in Jesus, or – like Thomas – maybe you do believe but the 
circumstances of life have caused you to lose your grip on the truth you know. But wherever it 
finds you, I pray you hear Jesus’ words to Thomas being spoken to you: look at all that I’ve 
done/depths I’ve gone to to prove My love for you and look at what I’m able to do/and all that 
that tells you about who I am; stop doubting and believe.  John says that was his whole purpose 
in writing this gospel: that we may believe; and that in that believing, we would find 
acceptance and life that can be found nowhere else but in Him. 

Let’s pray 
 
 

 


