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Everyday Mission 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Kajle Radbourne 

 
Introduction: 
I don’t know if I’m an idealist or what, but I believe we are going to change the 
world. I really do. If you are just joining us, we are taking a few weeks at the 
beginning of fall to look at 5 core values we want to be about. Things that we think 
need to be built into our DNA as a church, as a people. That’s because we don’t want 
what we do to be about coming here for an hour and a half on Sunday morning. No, 
we have declared together that we want to change this city, specifically, that we 
want to bring renewal to our city and world by demonstrating and declaring the 
transforming power of the gospel. And we have been saying that , in order for that to 
actually happen, we need to see Everything is Worship, be on Everyday Mission, see 
Everyone Growing and equip Everyone to be a Minister and in all of these things 
recognize that Everything Depends on Christ. We call these are Core Values. They 
are things we need to be about if we are going to get to where we are wanting to go. 
 
If you want to know more of what we mean by that, check out the Fall Newsletter 
and join us as we talk about each of these 5 things. Last week, Wes talked about 
Everything as Worship and this week I want to talk about Everyday Mission. 
Before we get to our text this morning, I want to just briefly explain what we mean  
by Everyday Mission: 
Our mission as a church is not confined to one day.  
Bringing renewal to our city means recognizing that our work in God’s global 
mission to reconcile all things to Himself cannot be limited to what we do on 
Sundays – it must be part of the ordinary and extraordinary moments of our lives. 
 
Sometimes this will mean changing the purpose behind things we already do 
everyday. Or, it could mean reorienting our lives and priorities to create more 
opportunities to be on mission. The gospel profoundly impacts our lives, and we 
need to find ways to reflect that, engaging with God’s mission in the ordinary 
rhythms of life. 
 
So what is Everyday Mission? 
It is being a part of what God is doing in the world every day of the week and in 
the everyday things we do. 
 
It means that we bring renewal and we demonstrate and declare the gospel 
everyday and in everyday ways. 
 
Transition to Text 
I want to spend some time digging into what mission is this morning – but even 
more importantly, what mission is built on. And to do that, we are going to dig into a 
very famous passage of the Bible. So I will ask you to open up to Matthew 28:16-20 
with me. Page 706 
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As you turn there, a little context. This is at the very end of Matthew’s account of the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. His disciples have seen him die, breathe His last 
breath on the cross and be sealed in a tomb. But they have also seen Him risen. 
Matthew records some of the women seeing Him, but from the other accounts, we 
know that the disciples have seen Him too. And here they are waiting for Him to see 
Him again. The same Jesus they saw crucified, the same Jesus they saw dead, risen, 
victorious over sin and death. 
 
Read Matthew 28:16-20 
Pray 
 
Now this is both a very familiar passage and a very dense, very full passage. There is 
so much that we could talk about so I’m not going to get even close to touching on 
everything here this morning, but I do want to look at 4 things; 4 things that are the 
basis for mission. OK, it is really easy for us to just jump up and go be involved in 
mission, but it needs to be rooted in and flow out of these 4 things, and if it isn’t we 
will burn out. 
 
I want to argue the mission is founded in a New Reality , it flows from a New 
Identity , it is directed by a New Purpose and it is buoyed by a New Hope. 
 

I. Everyday mission is founded in a New reality  
Look with me at verse 17. What do the disciples do when they see Jesus? They                                                      
bow down before Him in worship. Now I’m arguing that they are suddenly realizing 
a new reality and that is driving them to worship. 
 
The new reality of Jesus’ victory over sin, death and evil revolutionizes their 
view of His worth and drives them to worship. 
Now what do I mean by that? 
 
Have you heard those stories of someone taking an old brooch from their jewelry 
box or family heirloom from their attack to an expert and realizing that it is some 
one-of-a-kind lost treasure? They knew it had some value, but suddenly realize that 
it was much more valuable than they ever imagined? 
 
This is what the disciples are doing. As they are confronted with the reality of the 
risen Jesus, an earthquake occurs in their souls as the reality of Jesus’ worth 
penetrates deep into their life. They suddenly realize what He is worth. They realize 
that He is so much more than a good teacher. He is God become man, sacrificed and 
raised again to defeat sin, death and evil and bring us back to God. And as the truth 
of that penetrates their heart, they are driven to worship. 
 
In the very first book of the Harry Potter series, Harry discovers a mirror.  And the 
reason that this mirror catches Harry’s attention is because when he looks at it, he 
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sees his parents. Hands on his shoulders. Looking proud. Now this is astonishing to 
Harry because his parents are dead. They died when he was a baby, he never really 
met them. So Harry goes and finds his friend Ron and encourages him to look in the 
mirror, expecting Ron to also see Harry’s parents. But he doesn’t. Ron sees himself 
with sports trophies, he sees himself as head prefect of the school. It isn’t until 
Harry’s mentor shows up that the boys understand. The mirror is the mirror of 
Erised. (Erised being desire backwards). And whenever someone looks into the 
mirror, they see whatever it is they desire most. The mentor says that the mirror is 
one of the most dangerous things in the castle because people can waste away their 
lives looking at the reflection of them achieving their greatest desire. The can waste 
their time, spoil their talent and pilfer their treasure staring longingly at that thing 
that they see as worth more than anything else. 
 
You see, everybody worships something. We all do it! Don’t we. Now be honest, we 
all do it. For Harry, it was love and acceptance – something he lost out on when his 
parents died and never received from his uncle who raised him. For Ron, it was 
glory, power and distinction – something that as one of many poor siblings he never 
experienced. For me, for me it is fast-forwarding to the accomplishment of a dream 
rather than having to do the work of each step. But don’t you see that each of these 
find their fulfillment in Christ’s victory? Because He died on the cross, we have our 
ultimate love and acceptance. Because He made us to be heirs of the God of the 
Universe, we share in His glory and distinction. Because He is the Lord of History, 
the End Point of All Time, we have in Him the accomplishment of all dreams. It is in 
Him.  
 
So, what do you see in the mirror? This is my point, when the disciples were driven 
to their knees in worship, their mirror of desire was filled with Christ. For the 
Christian, when we look in the mirror we see Christ. And only when we are at that 
point, will we be able to have that overflow into Everyday Mission. 
 
Mission is simply helping people see how their dreams fail them and how 
Christ can forgive them. So there is no way we can be involved in mission 
unless we are first wrapped up in worship. 
 
Before we go on, I want to point to one other part in verse 17, “but some doubted” 
They all worshiped, but some doubted. As much as we say seeing is believing, it isn’t 
always. As we engage in worship and engage in mission, we will often have doubt. 
We will have to remind ourselves of reality, that Jesus Christ is Lord. That’s why we 
gather here together and throughout the week, to help grow us in the new reality of 
Jesus’ victory which anchors our worship and our mission. 
 

II. Everyday mission flows from a New identity 
When we recognize the new reality and worship Christ something changes in us that 
is made official in baptism. Even in Baptist churches, I think we do not fully 
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understand the significance of baptism. And yet, if you look at Jesus’ commission 
with me in verses 19-20, baptizing is one of Jesus’ three commands. READ PASAGE. 
So what does this have to do with identity. Well the Bible (and Jewish culture in 
general) attaches a great significance to names. Names meant something  – real 
meaning. So if you look at important moments in Biblical characters relationship 
with God, their name is change. Abram (father) becomes Abraham (father of many 
nations), Jacob (deceiver) become Israel (him who wrestles with God), Sarai 
(princess) became Sarah (ruler).  
 
To you and me, a name is often a label. But in the Bible, name is the nature or being 
of a person.  
For example, do you know the places where God says to Moses and the Israelites, 
“Build a temple,” or “Build a tabernacle”? He says, “I will put my name there.” We 
say, “What? You’re going to put your name on the doorpost?” 
“No. I’m going to put my name there.” 
“What do you mean?” 
“My glory. I’m going to impart something of my actual nature and being there.” 
 
So look again at verse 19 “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of …” IN or into. Jesus is saying here that those who are baptized are given a new 
identity. They are given a new being. When we are baptized and when we baptize 
others, we are given a new identity. Like a new and better tabernacle, God puts His 
name in us. And He reveals His name and His nature as a Trinity. Father, Son and 
Spirit. You see the unity of God in that God has one name (in the name of …) but you 
also see the Threeness, the Trinity of God (Father, Son and Spirit). 
 
This isn’t insignificant, if our new identity is made by God’s Trinity, it is vitally 
important for us and it is vitally important for our identity.  
 
You see, apart from God we often think that our identity (who we are) comes from 
what we do.  
 But that isn’t the gospel. The gospel – our foundation in mission – is that what we 
do flows out of our new identity.  
 
And our new identity comes from what God has done for us. And what God has done 
for us flows from who He is.  
 
Who God Is  What God has Done  Who We Are  What We Do 
 
But who is God? Well, God here is revealed as Father.  
And because God is a Father he has sent the Son into the world to make us His 
children. To make us His heirs. To adopt us. To make us a family.  
So as we go into the world, we go into the world as a family. We love each other, we 
care for each other.  We create an environment where people are loved and cared 
for and we invite others in. So for example, our home group meets at our house and 
we are trying to build relationships with those around us. One thing we have going 
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for us is that our neighbourhood has a large percentage of turn-over every year. So 
every year around the end of August / beginning of September, we have many 
parents sitting shell-shocked at our park letting their kids run around while their 
spouse tries to set up their house. So we try and offer these families (who often 
don’t know many people in the area) family … and food. 
One thing that goes against us, is that most of these families are in our 
neighbourhood because they are doing doctoral or post-doc studying. And, 
depending on their background and where they are from, think that Christianity is 
“unenlightened”. So I introduce them to our group. Last year we had people working 
on a physics PhD, a masters in computer science, a masters in social work and a 
PhD/post-doc in engineering. As well as a computer engineering graduate. So, if I 
can brag, it was a pretty smart group. And because others in our group viewed these 
new friends I made as theirs. And we behave like this because God is Father. Who 
God Is (Father)  What God Has Done (Adopt)  Who We Are (Family)  What we 
do (love, care, invite, share friends) 
 
And God is also revealed as Spirit.   And throughout the Scriptures, the Spirit is a 
sender. He is an empowerer for mission.    During His ministry, Jesus is constantly 
saying that everything He does, He does because the Father empowered Him 
through the Spirit. In fact, John records Jesus saying before His death that those that 
follow Jesus will be able to do more than He did because He will send the Spirit to 
empower them for ministry and mission. So God is Spirit and He has empowered us 
so we are Missionaries.    We are sent out with a purpose. So we live like we have 
purpose. We are going to dwell on this more in a bit, but I have talked before about 
how being “sent” has changed how I go to the park with my kids. I try to engage 
more, I’m there for a purpose even greater than running my kids out of energy so 
they sleep. Even in something as simple as going to the park, we live sent. All 
because we find our identity in a God who is Spirit. 
    
Who God Is (Spirit)  What God Has Done (Empowered for Mission)  Who We 
Are (Missionaries)  What We Do (live sent) 
 
And God is also revealed as Son.     
Early on in the church there was some question about whether Jesus was God. First 
of all, this whole Trinity thing didn’t really seem to make a lot of sense. And 
secondly, Jesus was always going around talking about Him being subject to the 
Father and doing the will of the Father. They didn’t sound equal. It sounded like the 
Son was a servant. Now, of course, there was enough evidence that Jesus was equal 
with the Father (for example at the beginning of this passage when He accepts 
worship when God alone is to be worshipped) but the point is that Jesus, though God 
in His being, did take the form of a servant (to loosely quote Philippians 2). So who 
is God? He is God the Son who served and therefore we are servants.     
And because of that, we live as servants. It is amazing how serving people opens up 
doors to befriend them. So if you want to be involved in Everyday Mission, look for 
ways you can serve those around you. Start there. What are some needs that can be 
met? How can we serve? In some of the more affluent areas around here, that can be 
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tough to do, but it can be something as simple as serving hot chocolate to local 
parents as their kids trick-or-treat on a rainy Halloween. Even simple things like this 
help us build a reputation for serving and give us the opportunity to build deeper 
relationships. 
    
Who God Is (Son)  What God Has Done (Served)  Who We Are (Servants)  
What We Do (serve others) 
 
And this is our new identity. First of all, we are God’s people. If you are a 
Christian, your identity is not shaped by what you do, but by who God has 
made you. That should give you a great confidence.  
 
We spend a lot of time and energy carefully shaping our identity. You don’t believe 
me? Have any of you been honked at recently while you were driving? Maybe you 
weren’t paying attention when the light turned green or you cut someone off or you 
were drifting out of your lane. How did you feel? I think most of us either feel angry 
or ashamed. If you feel angry (even if you are in the wrong) isn’t it because you feel 
that your identity has been challenged? Don’t you feel angry because someone has 
shamed you and you have a perfectly reasonable explanation of why you acted like 
you did? And if you feel ashamed (and this is me by the way) don’t you feel like 
suddenly one less person in the world thinks your great. Chances are, you have 
never met the person who honked at you and you never will, but for some reason, 
their opinion of you is vitally important. Why? Because you feel your identity is on 
the line. But if you are a Christian – IT ISN’T, your identity is secured in the work of 
Christ. 
 
This can be very dangerous, because we can be involved in Everyday Mission 
because we think “I am a Christian and this is what Christians have to do” so we 
push ourselves because we are trying to build our Christian identity on what we do 
instead of having what we do flow from our response to what God has done. So yes, 
we want to be a Family of Missionary Servants. But that can’t be powered by guilt or 
duty or anything else than continually seeing that God is a God who adopted us, 
served us and empowers us. 
 
 

III. Everyday mission is directed by a New purpose 
Look with me again at the well known verse 19-20. Now it looks like there are 4 
commands here (go, make disciples, baptize and teach). But actually “go” here isn’t 
an imperative verb. It isn’t a command. It is a participle. In fairness to the 
translators, it is a little awkward to say it in English, perhaps the best way is to say 
“as you go …”. Now why this little grammatical lesson? Because we can 
misunderstand the point of this commissioning if we think that going is part of the 
command. As if we can only be on mission if we are going overseas. Now, obviously, 
this doesn’t preclude that we don’t go to other places to make disciples of Jesus, but 
it also means that we make disciples here. 
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But “go” here shows us even more than that. Yes, it isn’t saying that the only way to 
makes disciples is to go somewhere else, but it is still saying that we are sent. 
 
So we are sent … to be where we are. The journey is the destination. 
 
There is a video I saw a while ago that makes fun of street preacher. Now, I think 
over all the video is unfair, but there is something revealing about it. It starts with 
the street preacher in his house photocopying all the pamphlets that he is going to 
hand out. He puts them and his megaphone in the crate he will stand on and gets on 
the sky train, quietly going about his business as the seat fills up beside him. Careful 
to avoid eye contact, he walks through crowded streets to the public square he has 
decided he would preach from. And then he sets up shop. Get’s on his crate and 
preaches. Now what is wrong with this? Is he not preaching the word? Is he not 
going? Well, yes, maybe. But this isn’t what Jesus is asking from His disciples here. 
Now let me be clear, I’m not saying this guy was wrong to street preach. I’m saying 
he was wrong to NOT preach at any other moment! OK, throughout the years, many 
people have been saved by someone sharing the Word in public … but none of them 
have been saved and grown in the faith without the sharing of lives and the sharing 
of the Word in private. 
 
When Jesus says “as you go” here, he is giving us a new purpose. He is saying that we 
are now sent everywhere we are going. We are now on mission everyday and in the 
everyday things of life. So “as you go to work make disciples” “while you go to soccer 
practice, make disciples” “while you are parenting, make disciples” “as you are at the 
playground, make disciples”. There are literally hundreds of ways to apply this.  
Last night, I wrote up 50 and put it up on the blog, go check it out.  But I will give you 
5 right now. 

1. When standing in line or watching children, talk to people around you. It 

is amazing how often you can see the same person once you have gotten to know 

them a bit.  
11. Remember, any action can be an occasion for a quick chat with your 

neighbour – even taking out the garbage or checking the mail at the same time (and 
the more quick chats you have, the more likely you develop a real relationship)  

15. Pray with your kids before you drop them off at school – it helps 

reframe your mindset as both them and you prepare to interact with others.  

37. When you get together with work friends, invite some church friends. 

 

38. When you get together with church friends, invite some work friends. 

 

50. Remember that making someone a Christian is not the end goal. That 

can turn people into projects. Bringing renewal means that we are loving 

them and showing them how the gospel changes our life. Having them to 

respond to that is a hope, but not a pretext for our relationship. 
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Maybe we are naïve, but we believe that we can change the world. We really do. 
That is what we mean by bringing renewal to our city and world. We believe that we 
can change it by demonstrating and declaring the transforming – the renewing, the 
life giving, the new identity creating, the worship driving – power of the gospel. And 
you know how that happens? We recognize that we have a new purpose. To make 
disciples. To found people in a new identity. To teach them to obey what God 
commands us. And we do this “as we go”. While we are doing the things we do in our 
everyday life. While we live in the places that God has placed us. Because we have a 
new purpose. 
 
 

IV. Everyday mission is buoyed by a New hope 
Now there is a reason that I am spending so much time on what founds and secures 
our Everyday Mission. And that is because it is hard. It is easy to loose focus, it is 
easy to do it out of our own strength and it is easy to be discouraged. There are so 
many dangers that are very easy to fall in to. But there is one very sure hope to look 
to. 
Jesus bookends this commission with a declaration of His power and a promise of 
His presence. Look at Jesus’ words again “all authority in Heaven and earth” (18b), I 
will be with you always (20b). Now why is this so important. 
Well, let me give you a case study from the book of Acts. 
Acts 6-7 tells us the story of Stephen, an early church leader. It gives us a historical 
account of how he was taken in, tried for heresy for his faith, condemned and then 
taken out of the city to be stoned. Now Stephen, throughout his trial, had an 
enormous calm. Even in the midst of stoning, the text says “… his face was like the 
face of an angel” and the text tells us that as he was being killed, he was praying for 
the forgiveness of the people who were killing him. 
But Stephen wasn’t just calm, he was tenacious. He was fierce. If you read his 
testimony, he doesn’t pull any punches. He calls his accusers on their hypocrisy. He 
has this fierceness, this lack of fear and also this calm.  
How did he do it? The text tells us that too.  
 
“But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’” (Acts 7:55-56) 
He saw Jesus in the place of authority – just like Jesus promised His disciples he had. 
So why was He able to have such a steely calmness?  
He saw Jesus at the place of authority. He saw that history was not out of control. He 
saw – just like Jesus here promises His disciples – that all authority is given to the 
one who loved him enough to die for him. 
When considering this passage, Tim Keller says this  

 

He got a vision of Jesus at the right hand of the Father, and therefore, there was 

this enormous acceptance. But that’s not passivity; he wasn’t just resigned.. There 

was a fierceness. There was a resistance as well. He was not afraid of dying at all. 
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He was willing to call them hypocrites and so on. 

 
Here’s the reason why: When Jesus Christ was at the right hand of the Father, 

that’s not just the place of rule but the place of favor. It’s not just the place for the 

prime minister; it’s the place for the defense attorney. In other words, Stephen is 

on earth and every power … was calling him a liar, betrayer, and heretic. They 

were condemning him, “You failure. You slime.” He didn’t care. Why not? He 

saw Jesus Christ at the right hand of the Father… 

 
He looks at all the things they’re saying, and he says, “I don’t care what you 

think. I do not take my identity from you. I do not take my cues from you. Jesus 

Christ is in front of the only power, the only throne, that counts, and I’m seen in 

him. He’s my advocate.” 
 

 

 
 
Unless we know this, unless we see this New Hope, we won’t be on Everyday 
Mission. Unless we see our New Purpose, we won’t be on Everyday Mission. Unless 
we are founded in our New Identity, we won’t be on Everyday Mission and unless 
we are drawn into worship in the face of the New Reality of Christ’s victory for us, 
we won’t be on Everyday Mission. But if we are founded and secure in these things. 
If we dwell in them. If we drink them in, then as we go throughout our lives, our 
hearts will overflow and we will demonstrate and declare the transforming power 
of the gospel and “we will make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teach them to obey 
everything Christ has commanded us”.  
 


