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“The Lord’s Supper” 
Part 4: As Anticipation” 

Luke 22:14-20 
~ Delivered at DHBC on November 17, 2013 (Soli Deo Gloria) 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Please open your Bibles to Luke 22.  READ 14-20. 
Ø The great novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky declared that “the earth is soaked from its 

crust to its center” with the tears of humanity.1  Four thousand years earlier Job 
said the same thing: “Man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.”2   

o This world is a discouraging place.  Even the happiest lives cannot escape 
sorrow.  The human race, like Humpty Dumpty, has experienced a great 
fall from the wall of Eden.  Despite our best efforts we are incapable of 
putting ourselves back together again. 

Ø In the midst of this brokenness Christianity offers an astounding message of hope.  
The Christian message declares that what is now will not always be.  A day is 
coming when the King Jesus will come with all His horses and all His men and 
He will put this world back together again. As Gordon Smith writes, “What hope 
gives us is the capacity to recognize that what we see is not the last word.”3  

o You don’t have to be a Christian to understand the power of hope. Victor 
Frankl, the Austrian psychiatrist who was imprisoned in a Nazi 
concentration camp in World War II, wrote an entire book about how 
critical it was for prisoners to maintain hope.  

§ “Any attempt to restore a man’s inner strength in the camp had 
first to succeed in showing him some future goal…Whenever 
there was an opportunity for it, one had to give them a why—an 
aim—for their lives, in order to strengthen them to bear the 
terrible how of their existence. Woe to him who saw no more 
sense in his life, no aim, no purpose, and therefore no point in 
carrying on. He was soon lost.”4 

Ø As we conclude this series on the Lord’s Supper we will see that future hope is a 
key motif in celebrating the Supper. The Supper is not just about looking back to 
what Jesus did.  It is also about looking forward to what He will do.  It is what He 
will do that enables us to live in this discouraging world as people of hope. 

o So this morning we are going to make the point that when we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper we must celebrate its future hope motif.  We must do this 
because it causes us to do two things: crave the feast to come and be 
nourished in the here and now.   

 
 

                                                
1 Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, pg 224. 
2 Job 5:7. 
3 Gordon Smith, A Holy Meal, pg 92. 
4 Victor Frankl, Man’s Search For Meaning, Kindle Edition, Location 1009. 
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A REALISTIC VISION OF HUMAN LIFE 
Ø (SHOW SLIDE) First then, we must celebrate the future hope motif of the Lord’s 

Supper because it causes us to crave the feast to come.  There are two ways that 
the Supper produces this craving in us.   

o (SHOW SLIDE) The first way the Lord’s Supper causes us to crave the 
feast to come is by giving us a realistic vision of human life.  Here in the 
Supper we see that Christianity never downplays your suffering and pain. 
Scientology, Buddhism, and Christian Science all teach that suffering and 
evil are an illusion. Christianity never mocks your pain by saying this. In 
the Supper we see that Christianity is brutally realistic about human life. 

§ Before Jesus talks about hope he talks about suffering.   
Ø In our passage we find Jesus taking the Passover meal with his disciples.  Notice 

what he says in verses 14-15.  READ 14-15 - “When the hour came, Jesus and 
his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer.’” 

o This meal declares to us that Jesus takes evil and suffering seriously.  
Your pain is real.  Evil is real.  Bereavement hurts.  Jesus does not 
downplay it.  He does not deny it.  He does not dodge it.   

§ At the cross reality is seen in all its brutality.  There is no glossing 
it over and calling it an illusion.  Jesus, the Holy One of God, is 
violently murdered.  It gives a brutally realistic vision of human 
life.   

• Only when we really grapple with the fallen-ness of 
everyday life will we truly crave the feast to come.  What 
makes hope so hopeful is this brutally realistic view of 
human life. 

Ø I read a fascinating review of Thomas Kinkade.  Kinkade is of course the famous 
Christian painter known for his tranquil pictures and his use of light.  All of his 
paintings look something like this.  (SHOW SLIDE) The reviewer was also a 
Christian but he was scathing in his critique of Kinkade.  He claims that 
Kinkade’s paintings are dangerous and Christless.  Why would he say that? 

o Well he bases it on Kinkade’s own words about his philosophy of 
painting.  Kinkade stated that, “I like to portray a world without the 
Fall.”  If there is no fall then there is no sin.  And so a world without sin is 
always tranquil and happy.  But that is not our world.  And so this 
reviewer wrote, 

§ “His images give us a world that’s really okay, a world in which 
all we need is home and hearth, a weekend retreat, a cozy night 
with the family to put us right with God. It is a world devoid of 
pain and suffering; devoid of any fear of insanity or suicide. As a 
result, it is also a world without grace…Kinkade’s work is the 
meticulously painted smile on the Joker’s disfigured face. It 
refuses to deal with the fallenness, brokenness, sinfulness of the 
world.”5 

                                                
5 http://www.patheos.com/blogs/cultivare/2012/05/the-dark-light-of-thomas-kinkade/ 
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Ø A realistic vision of life can certainly create art that reflects beauty and 
tranquility.  But it will also create art that grapples with our fallenness.  For as 
Romans 8 says all of creation groans like a woman in childbirth.  Art ought to 
reflect this groaning.   

o In this regard, one of my favourites is Edvard Munch’s painting entitled, 
The Scream.  (SHOW SLIDE) It has been called an icon of modern art.  
Munch said he was inspired to paint it one evening when he was tired and 
feeling sick.  He looked out over the city as the sunset turned the clouds 
red and he said, “I sensed a scream passing through nature; it seemed to 
me that I heard the scream.” 

§ This is so much more realistic.  As Romans 8 says there is a 
scream that runs through nature.   

Ø Or think of Anne Hathaway’s Academy Award winning performance of the song 
“I Dreamed a Dream” in Les Miserables.  (SHOW SLIDE) The song is a lament 
of the anguished Fantine whose dreams have been shattered.  Fantine is fired from 
her job and forced into prostitution to support her daughter.  With great emotion 
Hathaway sings, 

o I had a dream my life would be 
So different from this hell I’m living 
So different now from what it seemed 
Now life has killed the dream I dreamed. 

Ø So you see the Lord’s Supper causes us to crave the feast to come precisely 
because it gives a realistic vision of human life.  Nothing else grapples with sin, 
evil, and suffering like this masterpiece of art. 

o In the Supper we see afresh the evilness of evil, the sinfulness of sin, and 
the painfulness of pain.  Jesus’ body is ripped to shreds. His blood is 
poured out.  He is left in darkness, made to be sin, and screaming out, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  This is real. 

§ So far from minimizing your pain, Christianity enters right into it.  
It gives you a realistic vision of life. 

 
AN OPTIMISTIC VISION OF WHAT WILL ONE DAY BE 

Ø But the Supper does not just cause us to crave the feast to come simply by giving 
us this realistic vision.  (SHOW SLIDE) The second way the Lord’s Supper 
causes us to crave the feast to come is by cultivating an optimistic vision of what 
will one day be.  

o Modern art may be able to show us the blackness of human life but it 
offers no hope.  Atheists are great at being realistic about human pain but 
can offer nothing that even resembles hope.    

§ Christianity is brutally realistic but it is also overwhelmingly 
optimistic. 

Ø Come back to the passage.  So here is Jesus taking this meal which he states is all 
about his suffering and death.  But Jesus’ death is meant to fill us with hope.  We 
know this because Jesus wants to impress on his disciples that this meal 
foreshadows a future feast.  The Supper anticipates another meal.   
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o Look at verse 15.  READ 15-16 – “And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will 
not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.’”  So 
this meal is only a shadow of a future meal.  This meal will find 
fulfillment in a future meal.  When will this future feast take place?  When 
the kingdom fully comes which is Jesus’ way of saying when He returns, 
destroys all His enemies, and recreates the heavens and the earth.   

§ Anticipation of this future day is clearly on Jesus’ mind because he 
says it again.  Look at verse 17.  READ 17-18 – “After taking the 
cup, he gave thanks and said, ‘Take this and divide it among you. 
For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.’” 

Ø As Jesus eats this meal his mind is carried far into the future.  It is carried to the 
future feast that is described in Revelation 19.  “Hallelujah! For our Lord God 
Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come… Blessed are those who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

o The church is the bride of Christ.  You see, the evil lord Lucifer captured 
Jesus’ bride.  But Jesus secured her freedom through His own death.  
Although Jesus’ bride is free she still walks in this dark world facing 
danger on every side.  But a day is coming when Jesus, the great King, 
will come with all his armies.  He will utterly destroy the evil lord, will 
recreate the heavens and earth, and then the bride and groom will 
celebrate.   

§ And what a feast it will be!  Can you hear the roar of fire?  The 
peals of laughter?  Can you smell the food?  It will be the feast of 
all feasts for on that day all the wrongs will be made right.  
Everything sad will come untrue.  The tears will be wiped from our 
eyes.  “There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

Ø In this world we are on the wrong side of the door.  We walk through cold dark 
hallways with cobwebs and spiders. But a day is coming when Jesus will throw 
open the door to the feast and invite us in.  And we will be with Him forever and 
ever.  Oh what hope!   

o If Jesus did not tell us this we could not believe something so wonderful 
could take place.   

Ø As Jesus partakes of this last Supper He is anticipating the feast to come.  The 
Lord’s Supper then is an appetizer.  It is a foretaste.   

o Gordon Smith writes, “We declare in our participation, in our eating and 
drinking, that evil, wrong, and pain do not have the last word and that 
we live now in an eager anticipation of the future.  The celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper anticipates another meal and prepares us for it.”6    

§ So that is the first point: we must celebrate the future hope motif of 
the Lord’s Supper because it causes us to crave the feast to come. 

                                                
6 Gordon Smith, A Holy Meal, pg 94. 
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NOURISHED IN THE HERE AND NOW 
Ø As we move to the second point now we need to see that hope is not just some 

future reality that we look forward to.  Hope is something that impacts us in the 
present.  So I put the second point like this: 

o (SHOW SLIDE) We must celebrate the future hope motif of the Lord’s 
Supper because it causes us to be nourished in the here and now. 

Ø Notice again that Jesus is thinking about two things.  He is thinking about his 
present suffering.  He is also thinking about the future.  It is the future hope that 
nourishes his strength to continue in the present.  Hebrews 12 put it perfectly.  It 
says that it was “for the joy set before [Jesus] that He endured the cross.”  It was 
the joy of that future wedding feast that kept Jesus going.  It was the joy of seeing 
a day when billions of people from every tribe, nation, and tongue will celebrate 
the wedding feast that nourished Jesus’ strength to get through the cross. 

o This is exactly what we need to.  It is future hope that nourishes us in the 
here and now.  The Supper is meant to do this.  As we partake of this 
Supper the future invades the present.  That feast that is outside space and 
time enters this present dimension.  When the future invades our present 
we are nourished with hope to live in a discouraging world.  

Ø The acclaimed movie The Shawshank Redemption tells the story of institutional 
life in a brutal prison called Shawshank. One day a prisoner defies the prison 
warden and plays an opera song over the prison’s loudspeaker. The main 
character, Red Redding (played by Morgan Freeman), narrates over the scene 
how that song transforms Shawshank as it echoes throughout the prison: 

o “I have no idea to this day what those two Italian ladies were singin’ 
about. . . . I like to think they were singin’ about something so beautiful 
it can’t be expressed in words, and makes your heart ache because of it. 
I tell you those voices soared, higher and farther than anybody in a gray 
place dares to dream. It was like some beautiful bird flapped into our 
drab little cage and made these walls dissolve away . . . and for the 
briefest of moments, every last man at Shawshank felt free.” 

§ This is what the Lord’s Supper does.  As you come to the Supper 
you forget that a great future awaits you.  The walls close in 
around you.  But in the Supper you hear the music of that future 
wedding feast.  Its beauty captures your heart.  Hope infuses your 
soul again and though the walls are still there you are free.  You 
are nourished to live in the here and now.   

• Let’s apply this further.  Think with me of just three ways 
that hope nourishes our souls. 

 
HOPE NOURISHES JOY INSTEAD OF CYNICISM 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) First, hope nourishes joy instead of cynicism. 
o In some ways I like cynical people.  They are always realistic about life.  

They have been burned too many times to naively think that life is all 
bubble gum and sunshine.  But a cynic does not believe things can change.  
They are jaded and generally negative about circumstances.   
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§ There is a wonderful film entitled The Sunset Limited.  It is really 
just two guys talking.  Samuel Jackson plays a man of faith and 
Tommy Lee Jones plays an atheist who is on the verge of 
committing suicide.  Jones’ character is extremely cynical about 
life because it is so hard and because death will take everything.  

• He says, “The shadow of the axe hangs over every joy. 
Every road ends in death. Or worse. Every friendship. 
Every love. Torment, betrayal, loss, suffering, pain, age, 
indignity, and hideous lingering illness. All with a single 
conclusion. For you and for every one and everything 
that you have chosen to care for.” 

o That is realistic but it has no hope.  But listen, realism without hope makes 
you a cynic.  But the Christian cannot be so cynical about life.  We believe 
Jesus defeated evil, sin, death, and Satan at the cross.  And so we believe 
that Jesus not only rules the future but he rules the present. And therefore, 
there is no situation that is beyond hope.  No person is a lost cause.   

§ What are you facing right now that makes you feel hopeless and 
cynical?  Be nourished in strength that the King is at work and will 
one day make all things right. 

 
HOPE NOURISHES COURAGE INSTEAD OF DEFEATISM 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Second, hope nourishes courage instead of defeatism. 
o The pain of this world can easily produce a spirit of defeatism.  You see 

this all the time.  People just give up.  People need hope because hope 
nourishes the courage we need to keep going.  Jesus was about to face the 
most horrific experience imaginable but he kept going.  How?  Hope.  He 
could taste the feast to come.  This joy filled Him with hope to keep going.  

Ø In the darkest moment of Lord of the Rings, Sam, the hobbit, feels utterly 
defeated.  He is about to quit when he looks up on the blackened skies of Mordor 
and receives unexpected hope.  

o “There, peeping among the cloud-wrack above a dark tower high up in 
the mountains, Sam saw a white star twinkle for a while. The beauty of 
it smote his heart, as he looked up out of the forsaken land, and hope 
returned to him. For like a shaft, clear and cold, the thought pierced 
him that in the end the Shadow was only a small and passing thing: 
there was light and high beauty for ever beyond its reach.”7  

§ This is what the Lord’s Supper does for us.  When the Shadow 
over your life is dark and your strength is gone, the Supper is that 
star for you.  It nourishes your soul because it declares that Jesus 
has defeated sin, evil, and death.  It declares that the Shadow that 
often covers the pages of your story will soon pass.  Your King 
will ultimately defeat it and bring you into the greatest of all 
happily ever afters. 

                                                
7 J. R. R. Tolkien, The Return of the King, Book 6, chapter 2. 
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• Oh dear friends, do not give in to defeatism.  Let hope 
nourish your soul in the present.  Let the Supper fill you 
with courage to keep going. 

 
HOPE NOURISHES COMFORT INSTEAD OF DESPAIR 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Finally, hope nourishes comfort instead of despair. 
o It is so easy to despair when pain and suffering overtake you.  But the 

Supper is meant to nourish hope, which brings comfort in the present.  In 
II Corinthians Paul says, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed …”  Paul knew suffering.  But he did not despair.  What was his 
secret?   

§ It is in that word, “Reckon.”  To reckon means to do an 
accounting.  It means to do an audit.  It means you count up the 
dollars to see what you really have at the bottom line.  So Paul is 
taking an audit of himself.  In the one column he has 80 years of 
trouble, difficulties, and bodily pain.  But then he adds up the other 
column where he has 80 trillion eons of life in a glorified body, in 
a new world, where He feasts with God Himself.   

• This second column so outweighs the first that there is no 
comparison.  This future hope nourishes him with strength 
to live in the here and now. 

Ø This is what the Supper does for us.  It gives us the results of the audit.  It enables 
us to reason out our present situations.  As we have said, the Supper does not 
downplay our present troubles at all.  It adds them all up and gives a realistic 
figure.  But then it adds up all that Jesus has achieved for us through His death.  It 
adds up an eternity of joy as we feast with the King of Kings.   

o The point of all of this is not to enable us to escape this world.  The point 
is to nourish us in the present.  When future hope nourishes us in the 
present it gives us comfort in the midst of potential despair. 

Ø Think of bereavement for instance.  In no way does Jesus downplay our tears.  
But he nourishes us with hopeful comfort when he describes the future as a 
wedding feast.  A wedding feast is a joyful event.  It is a social event.  

o People sometimes ask if we will recognize each other in heaven.  Of 
course we will.  God is not going to obliterate you and recreate someone 
new.  He is going to make a better you.  On the Mount of Transfiguration 
Jesus did not speak with unknown saints.  He spoke with Moses and 
Elijah.  They were dead but they were still them.  Jesus says that when that 
feast day comes we will sit down at the feast with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.   

§ What comfort for the Christian who is bereaved.  A day is coming 
when all God’s people will be reunited.  This hope nourishes 
strength in the here and now so that we are comforted and do not 
despair. 
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CONCLUSION 
Ø So this is what the Lord’s Supper is meant to do.  It is meant to cause us to crave 

the feast to come and it is meant to nourish us to live in the here and now.   
o Let me try to say it one more way.  Do you remember in John 2 when 

Jesus attended the feast in Galilee?  In the midst of the joy of that wedding 
feast Jesus started thinking about his death.  He knew that the only way to 
give his bride the cup of joy was for him to drink the cup of sorrow.   

§ To paraphrase one man, Jesus sat in the midst of tremendous joy 
sipping the cup of sorrow so that you and I can sit in the midst of 
incredible sorrow and sip the cup of coming joy.  

Ø The Christian hope enables you to be realistic about the world but not crushed by 
it.  The Christian hope enables you to avoid cliché answers and face trouble head 
on.  

o So this Supper is an appetizer.  It is the pan bread appetizer that you order 
at Earls Restaurant.  It whets your appetite for the feast to come.  The 
Supper fills us with hope because Jesus’ death has secured our future.  
Friends, a great feast is coming.  
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