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Purpose:	Why	are	we	here?	Renewal	2	Cor.	5:14-21	
WCP	

Intro	
Standing	before	the	grave	of	Capt.	John	Miller,	Private	James	Ryan	can	barely	

contain	his	emotion	as	he	speaks	to	the	final	resting	place	of	the	man	who	lost	his	
life	leading	a	small	unit	of	soldiers	to	rescue	him	in	WWII.		Just	before	taking	his	last	
breath,	Capt.	Miller	had	looked	James	dead	in	the	eye	and	whispered,	“Earn	this	…	
earn	it.”		The	1998	WWII	drama	Saving	Private	Ryan	chronicles	all	that	Capt.	Miller	
and	his	unit	had	to	endure	in	order	to	rescue	James	Ryan;	the	last	surviving	son	of	
four	brothers	who’d	been	fighting	in	the	war.			

And	at	the	film’s	end,	James	is	now	an	old	man	with	grandchildren,	standing	
before	a	sea	of	white	crosses	in	Arlington	cemetery.		And	he	says	this	to	the	cross	
engraved	with	Capt.	Miller’s	name:		

“Every	day	I	think	about	what	you	said	to	me	on	the	bridge.		I’ve	tried	to	live	my	
life	the	best	I	could;	I	hope	that	was	enough.		I	hope	that	at	least	in	your	eyes	I	earned	
what	all	of	you	have	done	for	me.”		Then	as	his	wife	joins	him,	he	looks	at	her	and	
says	to	her	pleadingly,	“Tell	me	I’ve	led	a	good	life	–	tell	me	I’m	a	good	man!”	

It’s	clear	from	what	he	says	that	James	Ryan	had	been	profoundly	impacted	
by	the	words	Capt.	Miller	had	spoken	to	him	that	day;	that	he	understood	that	–	
much	more	than	thankfulness	for	being	rescued	–	all	of	his	life	was	now	meant	to	be	
lived	in	response	to	this	great	sacrifice	made	for	him.		And	yet	it’s	also	clear	that	–	
rather	than	inspiring	him	to	a	life	of	purpose	-	the	weight	of	those	words	were	also	a	
crushing	responsibility	that	he	never	felt	he	was	capable	of	living	up	to.	

We’re	jumping	back	into	our	series	this	morning	entitled	Purpose:	Why	are	
we	here?	in	which	we’re	dedicating	the	first	five	weeks	of	our	fall	kickoff	to	going	
through	our	purpose	statement/our	“why”	as	a	church.		B/c	–	as	we’ve	said	–	when	
we	clearly	understand	purpose	it	becomes	both	the	filter	through	which	we	
measure	every	activity	we	undertake	as	a	church,	as	well	as	the	motivation	to	
undertake	those	activities.		So	far	we’ve	talked	about	what	purpose	is	and	then,	two	
Sundays	ago,	we	looked	at	gospel	transformation	and	how	the	gospel	really	is	the	
foundation	of	both	our	purpose	as	well	as	our	whole	identity	as	Christians.	

Today,	I	want	to	talk	with	you	about	the	subject	of	renewal.		Now,	if	you	look	
at	our	purpose	statement,	it	says	there	are	two	things	we	want	to	see	renewed	as	a	
church:	our	city	and	our	world.		But	if	you	remember	what	we	said	two	weeks	ago	
about	gospel	transformation,	there’s	an	order	to	how	that	transformation	comes	
about;	that	before	systems	and	laws	and	even	governments	can	be	renewed,	first,	
people	need	to	be.		Now,	two	weeks	ago,	we	talked	about	how	we	can	sometimes	get	
in	the	way	of	that	renewal;	today,	I	want	to	talk	with	you	about	the	way	our	own	
personal	gospel	transformation	calls	us	to	now	become	agents/ambassadors	of	
transformation.			

And	that’s	incredibly	important	for	us	to	understand	b/c	–	just	like	for	
Private	James	Ryan	standing	on	that	bridge	in	WWII	–	what	we’re	going	to	see	in	our	
passage	today	is	that	when	we	consider	the	cost	of	what	our	rescue	cost	God’s	Son	
Jesus	on	the	cross	–	much	more	than	thankfulness	–	Christ’s	sacrifice	calls	each	and		
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every	one	of	us	now	to	live	a	life	in	response	to	what’s	been	done	for	us;	that	

in	one	sense	-	although	perhaps	we’re	not	to	see	Jesus	hanging	from	the	cross	saying,	
“Earn	this!”	–	it’s	absolutely	appropriate	to	see	Jesus	hanging	there	telling	us,	
“Remember	this!		Order	your	whole	life	in	response	to	this!”	And	that	now,	as	the	
transformed	people	of	God,	we	are	called	to	be	agents	of	that	transformation;	as	
renewed	men	and	women,	we	are	now	called	to	be	renewers.	

So,	in	order	to	help	us	understand	that	call	and	what	it	looks	like	in	our	
everyday	lives,	I	want	to	look	at	our	passage	today	in	just	three	ways:		I	want	to	
show	you	the	need	for	renewal,	the	means	of	renewal,	and	then	finally	the	
purpose	of	renewal	(x2).	

So,	if	you’ve	closed	your	bibles,	please	open	them	again	to	2	Cor.	5:14	and	
we’ll	dig	into	this	together.	

	
	

	
	

Ok,	so	first	of	all,	let’s	look	at:	
1. The	need	for	renewal	
Now,	if	you	look	again	at	our	purpose	statement,	is	says	that	we	exist	to	renew	

our	city	and	world	by	demonstrating	and	declaring	the	transforming	power	of	
the	gospel.		So,	included	in	that	statement	is	both	what	we	want	to	see	renewed	–	
our	city	an	world	–	as	well	as	how	we	believe	we	will	achieve	that	renewal	–	the	
transforming	power	of	the	gospel.	

But	although	it’s	not	stated	explicitly,	do	you	see	that	clearly	implicit	in	this	
statement,	is	also	the	presupposition	that	our	city	and	world	are	broken	somehow	
and	in	need	of	being	renewed?		B/c	I	don’t	know	about	you,	but	I	don’t	try	to	renew	
things	that	don’t	need	it.	

Like	when	I	buy	a	year’s	insurance	for	my	car	from	ICBC,	I	don’t	come	in	the	next	
day	and	ask	to	pay	for	another	year’s	insurance.		When	a	clear-cut	section	of	trees	is	
re-forested	by	tree	planters,	you	don’t	send	in	another	tree	planting	crew	a	week	
later	to	plant	again.	

So,	pre-supposed	in	our	purpose	statement	is	that	renewal	of	our	city	and	world	
is	actually	necessary	at	all.		And,	in	one	sense:	how	negative	and	ungrateful	a	
presupposition	is	that?		I	mean,	sure,	maybe	there	are	places	in	the	world	that	need	
renewal	like	Syria	or	the	West	Bank	in	the	middle	east,	but	Canada?		Vancouver?	We	
rank	in	the	top	three	cities	in	the	world	to	live	in!		Where	does	this	church	get	off	
suggesting	that	a	place	like	this	needs	renewal?	

Well,	for	starters,	where	we	draw	that	conclusion	from	first	is	in	simply	looking	
around	us	honestly.		Without	discounting	the	innumerable	blessings	of	God	on	us	at	
all,	just	looking	at	the	carnival	which	is	the	US	presidential	election	right	now	or	the	
racial	tensions	ripping	apart	that	nation;	or	the	devastating	plundering	of	our	
natural	resources	in	the	world;	the	chains	of	addiction	with	a	strangle-hold	on	
countless	men	and	women	in	our	own	downtown	east	side;	or	the	most	wicked	
speed	with	which	we	discard	of	human	life,	both	the	unborn	as	well	as	the	infirm.			



	

3320	Crown	St.,	Vancouver,	B.C.,	V6S	2L5	
Phone:	604-224-1031	Fax:	604-224-1031	E-Mail:	office@dhbc.ca	

	

	
	
Or	never	mind	the	global	picture,	many	of	you	know	you	can’t	even	look	into	the	

mirror	in	the	morning	without	seeing	the	need	for	renewal,	as	the	disease	or	
addiction	or	relational	strain	we	face	every	day	continue	to	take	their	toll	on	our	
weary	souls.	

In	light	of	that	painful	reality	I’d	sincerely	want	to	ask	you,	“Are	you	kidding	me?!		
Where	don’t	you	see	the	need	for	renewal	in	our	city	and	world?”	

The	way	the	bible	accounts	for	this	is,	beginning	in	Genesis,	that	although	God	
created	this	world	good	and	perfect,	creation	became	fractured	and	marred	by	sin.		
So	that,	as	we	said,	we	became	disqualified/dis-abled	from	living	out	our	good	
purpose	either	as	human	beings	or	creation	as	a	whole.		Listen	to	how	the	apostle	
Paul	states	it	in	Rom.	8:19-23	(READ	Rom.	8:19-23).		Now,	already	in	there	we	hear	
the	seeds	of	renewal	and	gospel	transformation.		We	see	that	in	our	passage	as	well	
in	vs.	17	and	vs.	19	–	look	with	me	there	–	where	Paul	talks	about	God’s	desire	in	
Jesus	to	make	all	things	new	again	and	to	reconcile	the	whole	world	to	Himself.	And,	
in	case	you	think	that	just	means	people,	listen	to	what	Paul	says	later	in	his	letter	to	
the	Colossian	church	(READ	Colossians	1:19-20).	We’ve	got	a	few	people	now	in	
our	congregation	who	are/have	been	involved	in	degree	programs	at	UBC	in	natural	
resource	conservation;	I	think	the	whole	basis	of	that	degree	implies	agreement	
with	the	reality	that	something	is	broken	in	our	world.	And	I	think,	as	Christians	in	
particular,	we	need	to	be	intimately	involved	in	seeing	God’s	creation	protected	as	
well	as	restored	in	all	the	ways	we’ve	damaged	it.	
App	

So	the	first	thing	for	us	to	see	is	that	presupposing	a	need	for	renewal	in	our	
city	an	world	is	neither	ungrateful,	nor	is	it	about	arrogantly	looking	down	our	
noses	at	our	city	and	world	saying,	“Meh	–	I	could	do	a	lot	better!”	It’s	simply	about	
honestly	assessing	the	difficult	realities	we	all	face	every	day,	but,	also	doing	that	
with	the	hope	that	it	doesn’t	have	to	stay	that	way!			

Just	like	we	would	never	accuse	a	doctor	telling	us	about	his	rehabilitation	
plan	for	our	broken	leg	as	just	being	negative	or	ungrateful,	saying,	“Hey,	at	least	I	
have	legs!		Why	don’t	you	try	to	be	more	positive?!”		And	yet	that’s	just	the	kind	of	
naïve,	Joel	Osteen,	head-in-the-sand	kind	of	thinking	that	we	sometimes	try	to	pass	
off	as	being	positive	and	loving?	and,	the	truth	is	it’s	neither	of	those	things.	So,	
rather	than	negative	or	discouraging,	that	makes	our	purpose	statement	truthful,	
but	also	filled	with	a	great	deal	of	hope.	

	
	

	
Ok	so	that’s	the	need	for	renewal,	let’s	look	now	at:	

2. The	means	of	renewal	
This	part	is	incredible	b/c	–	rather	than	just	telling	us,	“Yikes!		You	got	a	huge	

problem	there.		Good	luck	with	that!”		What	we	see	now	in	our	passage	is	that	God	
has	actually	done	something	about	the	problem.			

Look	with	me	first	of	all	in	vs.	19.	Paul	writes	(READ	vs.	19).		So	Paul	states	
what	the	problem	is	again	here:	he	says	it’s	sin;	the	sin	that	entered	God’s	good		
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creation	all	the	way	back	in	the	beginning	and	that	fractured	everything,	

including	our	relationship	with	our	Creator.		But	look	again	at	vs.	19;	Paul	says	there	
as	well	that	God	did	something	about	that	problem	through	Jesus	to	fix	what	was	
broken.	And	if	you	look	back	at	vss.	14-15	we	see	the	way	Jesus	fixed	what	was	
broken:	the	way	He	did	that	was	that	He	had	to	die	for	us.	

Earlier	in	Romans	6:23,	Paul	said	it	this	way,	“For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	
the	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.”	So	what	Paul	is	getting	at	there	
is	that	the	“wage/payment”	that	this	sin	problem	pays	out	to	us	all	is	
death/sickness/addiction/relational	brokenness;	all	the	things	we	so	desperately	
need	renewal	from.		But	that	God’s	gift	that	brings	about	renewal	for	all	those	things	
is	found	in	the	death	of	Jesus	on	our	behalf.		And	the	way	that	happens	we	see	in	our	
passage	in	vs.	21,	what	theologians	typically	call	“THE	GREAT	EXCHANGE.”		Look	
with	me	there.		Paul	writes	(READ	vs.	21)	

So	the	way	that	God	makes	our	renewal	possible	is,	really,	by	an	account	
transfer	as	well	as	by	a	legal	substitution.		In	His	death	on	the	cross,	Jesus	willingly	
substitutes	Himself	in	our	place;	taking	the	punishment/”wage”	for	sin	that	we	
deserve	on	Himself.		In	doing	that,	He	effectively	transfers	our	negative	sin-balance	
to	Himself	and	His	infinite	righteousness-balance	to	us.	
App	

So,	just	like	in	our	purpose	statement,	what	Paul	is	saying	here	is,	“Yes,	we	
are	in	need	of	renewal;	something	is	broken	that	needs	to	be	fixed.		But,	God	has	
made	a	way	to	fix	what’s	broken	in	sending	His	Son	to	absorb	that	brokenness	in	
Himself	and	renew	us	back	to	what	we	were	meant	to	be.”	

That’s	why	we’ve	said	we	want	to	see	this	same	renewal	take	place	in	our	city	
and	world	through	the	transforming	power	of	the	gospel,	b/c	the	gospel	is	that	very	
same	message,	viz.	what	God	has	done	for	us	in	Jesus’	substitutionary	death	to	deal	
with	our	sin	problem.	

I	think	it’s	worth	pointing	out	as	well:	did	you	notice	that	Paul	does	not	list	
any	other	means	of	renewal	other	than	Jesus.	That’s	not	b/c	Paul	is	trying	to	be	
exclusionary	or	promotional	at	all;	it’s	simply	because	there	is	no	other	means!		The	
bible	states	this	most	plainly	in	Acts	4:12	where	we	read,	“Salvation	is	found	in	no	
one	else	[and	for	our	purposes	here	we	could	read	“renewal”],	for	there	is	no	other	
name	under	heaven	given	among	men	by	which	we	must	be	saved.”	
	
	

And	b/c	God	has	provided	that	means	of	renewal	for	us	in	Jesus	–	just	like	we	
said	at	the	beginning	of	this	series	–	one	of	the	key	benefits	of	that	renewal	is	that	
we	are	now	able	to	live	out	the	good	purpose	for	which	God	designed	us,	viz.	to	
know	God	and	to	make	Him	known.		And	understanding	that	leads	us	finally	to	look	
at:	

3. The	purpose	of	renewal	
Imagine	for	a	second	just	how	ungrateful	it	would	seem	to	us	if,	at	the	end	of	that	

movie	Saving	Private	Ryan,	Capt.	Miller	is	laying	there	dying	on	the	bridge;	having	
just	given	his	own	life	and	the	lives	of	almost	his	entire	unit	to	save	this	soldier.		And		
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he	looks	Private	Ryan	in	the	eye	and	says,	“Earn	this	…	earn	it!”	only	to	have	this	

soldier’s	expression	go	from	sad	to	confused	and	he	replies,	“What?!		Why?		I	mean	
thank	you	very	much	for	saving	me	and	I’m	sorry	to	see	that	you	had	to	die	to	do	
that,	but,	don’t	you	think	you’re	asking	a	bit	much?	

And	yet,	as	foolish	and	ungrateful	as	that	sounds	to	us,	how	often	do	we	have	this	
exact	same	response	to	God?	

Now,	the	apostle	Paul	is	compelling	and	he’s	clearly	sold	out	to	this	idea	that	our	
response	to	God	saving	us	in	Jesus’	death	demands	nothing	less	than	everything;	
than	a	life	lived	in	complete	service	of	Him.		Look	at	vs.	14;	he	says	there	that	this	
love	of	God	demonstrated	in	the	death	of	Jesus	“compels”	him.		Some	translations	
have	this	word	as	“constrains”	meaning	to	press	you	on	every	side	in	order	to	lead	
you	in	a	single	direction.	

But,	if	you’re	at	all	like	me,	you	read	vs.	15	–	look	with	me	there	–	where	Paul	is	
saying	that	b/c	Jesus	died	for	us	that	now	we	no	longer	live	for	ourselves	but	for	
Jesus;	it’s	kind	of	like	the	first	shot	across	the	bow	and	we’re	thinking,	“….oh?		Like	
does	Paul	mean	not	living	for	ourselves	anymore	at	all,	or	just	not	as	much	
anymore?”			

Vs.	17	we’re	pretty	cool	with	b/c	we	can	still	interpret	that	as	just	Jesus	
renewing	us	and	freeing	us	from	all	the	bad	stuff.		Even	the	beginning	of	vs.	18	–	
look	there.		We	read,	“All	this	is	from	God,	who	reconciled	us	to	Himself	through	Christ	
….”	And	we’re	thinking,	“Yes!		Awesome!		Thank	you	so	much	Jesus!”	Or	thinking	of	
that	movie,	“Thank	you	so	much	for	rescuing	me	Capt.	Miller!		Really	appreciate	all	
that	you’ve	done!”	but	then	we	pretty	much	choke	on	the	second	half	of	that	verse	
when	we	read,	“and	gave	us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation.”	Then	look,	he	says	it	
again	at	the	end	of	vs.	19!		And	we’re	just	like,	“Whoa	whoa	whoa	Paul!		Just	slow	
down	here.		Can	we	just	talk	about	this	for	a	second?”			

But	w/o	pausing	or	even	asking	for	our	opinion	on	the	subject,	vs.	20	demands	
of	everyone	who	is	“in	Christ”	“We	are	therefore	Christ’s	ambassadors.”	“We	are	
those	through	whom	God	now	makes	His	appeal	to	the	as-yet	un-renewed	world.”	And	
our	one	message	is	this:	“You	too	can	be	reconciled	to	God;	you	too	can	be	
transformed;	you	too	can	be	renewed!”	That’s	what	it	means	to	be	renewed	by	the	
transforming	power	of	the	gospel.	Period.	

And	for	some	of	us,	we	will	read	that	and	be	looking	for	the	fine	print	where	we	
can	see	what	the	return	policy	is	on	our	renewal	that	Jesus	bought	for	us.	Like,	if	it	
means	all	that,	“No	thanks!	I	guess	I’ll	go	without.”		For	others	of	us,	we’ll	read	that	
and	–	just	like	that	scenario	we	imagined	–	we’ll	just	say,	“No!		Jesus,	thanks	so	much	
for	saving	me	and	I’m	really	sorry	you	had	to	lose	your	life	to	do	it,	but	no;	that’s	
asking	way	too	much	in	response	and	I	won’t	do	it.”	

One	commentator	on	this	passage	put	it	this	way:	he	said	what	Paul	is	getting	at	
is	that	for	the	one	whom	Christ	has	renewed	“egocentricity	must	give	way	to	
Christocentricity.”		That	amazing	love	of	God	demonstrated	in	Jesus’	saving	us,	truly	
does,	as	the	hymn	writer	says,	“demand	my	soul,	my	life,	my	all.”			
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Do	you	remember	the	words	James	Ryan	said	at	the	gravestone	of	Capt.	
Miller	all	those	years	later?		He	said,	“Every	day	I	think	about	what	you	said	to	me	on	
that	bridge.”		Daily,	he	went	back	to	that	moment	on	the	bridge	in	his	mind;	daily	he	
considered	the	cost	of	what	his	rescue	had	cost;	daily	he	thought	of	the	words	Cap.	
Miller	had	said	to	him.		And	then	that	daily	rehearsal	became	the	
motivation/inspiration	for	him	to	try	and	live	every	day	in	response	to	that	great	
sacrifice	on	his	behalf.	

And	what	we	see	here	in	our	passage	is	that	no	less	is	expected	of	us	who	
have	been	renewed	and	reconciled	through	the	death	of	Jesus	on	our	behalf.		That	as	
we	said	when	we	talked	specifically	about	gospel	transformation,	we	have	not	
simply	been	saved	from	something,	we	have	also	been	saved	to	something.		And	
what	that	something	is,	is	ambassadors	for	God.		Another	way	to	think	about	that	is	
“agents	of	transformation”.		Another	way	to	think	of	that	is	“renewers.”	

And	–	think	about	that	-	what	does	an	ambassador	do?		He	travels	to	country	
that	is	not	his	own	under	the	authority	and	rulership	of	the	country/sovereign	that	
has	sent	them,	in	order	to	represent	the	king/country	that	sent	them	in	order	to	
build	the	ties	between	that	country	and	theirs.		That’s	a	perfect	description	of	what	
God	has	called	you	and	I	to	be	as	renewed/reconciled	sons	and	daughters	of	God?	

Now,	how	do	we	do	that	practically?		Well,	we’re	going	to	cover	that	in	much	
greater	detail	over	the	next	two	weeks.		But	big	picture,	I’ll	tell	you	exactly	how	I	
think	we	live	as	ambassadors	for	God:	we	live	according	to	our	purpose	now	that	God	
has	enabled	us/qualified	us	to	be	able	to	do	that	again.		We	talked	about	some	of	the	
ways	that	might	look	on	that	first	Sunday	with	the	three	different	brushes.		The	
summary	is	that,	although	it	will	look	strange	and	may	likely	invite	ridicule	and	
scorn	at	first,	when	we	live	our	lives	Christocentrically	instead	of	egocentrically	–	
which	BTW	is	how	God	designed	us	to	live	anyways	–	people	take	notice	and	they	
also	begin	to	question	why	God’s	way	seems	to	work	so	much	better	in	the	end.		And	
in	doing	that,	do	you	see,	you	are	absolutely	living	according	to	the	purpose	for	
which	God	designed	us,	which	is	to	know	God	and	to	make	Him	known?	When	you	
love	your	neighbour;	when	you	honor	marriage;	when	you	care	for	terrestrial	and	
aquatic	ecosystems,	you	live	according	to	how	God	designed	you	to	live	in	the	first	
place.	
	
	
Conclusion	

In	the	end,	Private	Ryan	had	only	the	affirmation	of	his	wife	to	know	whether	
or	not	he	had,	indeed,	earned	what	his	rescue	cost	him,	by	living	a	life	of	sacrifice	
and	“the	best	he	knew	how.”		But	as	I	said,	really,	rather	than	freeing	him	to	live	a	
life	worthy	of	the	sacrifice	that	bought	his	freedom,	Capt.	Miller’s	words	only	served	
to	sentence	James	into	a	lifetime	of	fighting	a	different	war:	a	war	within	his	own	
heart	and	mind.		Imagine	the	pressure	and	crushing	weight	of	daily	rehearsing	those	
words,	“Earn	this!”	in	his	mind	and	considering	the	cost	of	his	rescue;	of	always	
having	to	wonder,	“Did	I	do	enough	today	to	earn	it?		Did	I	serve	enough/give		
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enough/help	enough/love	well	enough	to	earn	that	cost	today?”		If	you’ve	
seen	the	film,	you	remember	that	the	look	in	his	eyes	is	one	of	a	desperate	man;	
grateful	for	his	freedom,	but	also	living	a	lifetime	of	asking	that	question,	“Did	I	earn	
it?”	and	never	really	knowing	the	answer.		

The	truth	is,	for	every	other	religion	in	the	world	other	than	Christianity,	this	
is	exactly	the	same	war	that	goes	on	in	the	hearts	and	minds	of	its	followers:	“Did	I	
do	enough	today	to	earn	God’s	love	and	approval	of	me?”	“Did	I	live	a	‘good	enough’	
life	to	get	into	heaven	when	I	die?”	

Now,	yes.	we	are	called	many	times	in	the	bible	to	live	according	to	“gospel	
imperatives”;	things	that	ought	to	be	true	in	the	lives	of	those	who	say	they	have	
been	rescued	and	renewed	by	the	transforming	power	of	the	gospel.	Paul	says	for	
instance	in	Philippians	as	well	as	Colossians	that	we	are	to	seek	to	live	lives	that	are	
worthy	of	the	gospel;	fully	pleasing	to	the	Lord.		But	therein	lies	the	difference:	b/c	
looking	up	at	our	Saviour/Rescuer/Renewer	dying	for	our	sins	on	the	cross;	that’s	
no	less	of	a	sacrifice	than	the	one	Capt.	Miller	had	made	in	that	film,	in	fact,	it’s	
infinitely	greater	b/c	a)	it	actually	happened	in	real	life	and	b)	what	Jesus	gave	up	as	
well	as	what	He	took	on	in	order	to	become	our	Substitute,	was	infinitely	greater	
than	going	to	war,	as	great	as	that	sacrifice	is.			

But	what	had	so	obviously	captivated	Paul’s	heart,	and	what	I’m	praying	does	
the	same	thing	to	our	hearts	today,	is	that	rather	than	telling	us	to,	“Earn	this”	with	
His	dying	breath,	by	living	in	perfect	obedience	to	the	Father	and	then	dying	in	our	
place,	Jesus	says	instead	with	His	dying	breath,	“I’ve	earned	this	for	you	now!”	That’s	
a	message	–	rather	than	crushing	us	under	its	weight	–	that	is	truly	freeing.	

Actually,	Jesus	says,	“Don’t	try	to	earn	this	–	b/c	you	never	could!		Simply	
receive	by	faith	what	I’ve	earned	for	you	here,	and	then	live	your	life	in	grateful,	
daily	remembrance	of	it.”		And	then,	as	we	live	out	those	lives	renewed	by	the	
transforming	power	of	the	gospel	as	ambassadors	to	a	watching	world,	many	more	
will	be	called	to	renewal	themselves.		And	as	God	renews	more	and	more	people,	so	
too	will	be	see	our	city	and	our	world	renewed	as	well.	

	
	


