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This marks an important Sunday for us at DHBC. For 13 years, we have been 
following Barton as he points us to what serving the Lord means. In a sense, a lot is 
changing, but in another sense, nothing is at all. You see, those who stood up here 
before – stretching back 83 years, pointed to someone else, someone else who 
completely incarnated what serving God looked like. They pointed to Jesus. 
That is what we want to continue to do. 
 
Starting this week, we are jumping into a series we are calling Questioning Jesus. We 
will be looking at a variety of questions that Jesus was asked. The basic principle is 
this: people are people. We have the same problems, the same concerns, the same 
questions. As we look at these questions that Jesus was asked, we are going to find 
that they are the questions that we ask. Questions that those around us ask. And we 
will see as Jesus responds to these questions that He reveals more of who He is and 
what it means to follow Him. 
 
Passage Introduction 
This morning we are going to look at a passage that I think is familiar to most of us, 
but I think we will be able to approach it a little different this morning. We’ll get into 
it in a minute, but we are going to see that the question the man asks Jesus is a 
question that we all ask:  
(SHOW SLIDE) 
“What do I have to do?” The words he says are “who is my neighbour?” But what he 
really means is “How much do I have to do?” 
For some of us, that question is synonymous with finding the minimum standard.  
Since most of our University students are gone, I will pick on them: they spend time 
they should be studying trying to calculate the lowest percentage they can get in 
their final and still pass the course.  
But many I know ask this question in another way. They are focused on their goals 
and have sacrificed for them and have succeeded more than they ever imagined … 
and yet, success has not felt like they thought it would and they ask “how much more 
do I need to achieve.” Michael Jordon, J.D. Rockefeller and Madonna will tell you, no 
matter how many championship you win, no matter how many millions you make, 
no matter how many people scream your name, it fades quickly, it never seems to be 
enough and you are left asking, “how much do I have to do”. 
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Last week a Facebook friend posted one of those instagrams with the nice picture 
and the inspirational message on it, and this is what it said  
(SHOW SLIDE) 
“At the end of the night, before you close your eyes, be content with what 
you’ve done and be proud of who you are.” That’s a nice saying. But how do we 
get to this point? How many of you, every night can do this? And how many of you 
lay awake thinking “did I do enough to be content. Am I enough to be proud of?” 
That is essentially the question that Jesus is asked. 
 
This morning we are going to take a closer look at this question and Jesus’ approach 
to it. We will look at 4 things: (SHOW SLIDE) 
the trap, (SHOW SLIDE)  
the tale, (SHOW SLIDE) 
the teaching (SHOW SLIDE) 
and the truth. (SHOW SLIDE) 
 
 
Trap (SHOW SLIDE) 
To understand Jesus’ response and this story He tells of the good Samaritan, we 
need to back up to the beginning of his interaction with man. Now, first of all, who is 
Jesus talking to. You see in verse 25 Luke identifies this man as a “teacher of the 
law.” Now when we think of this, we think of a teacher of civil law, maybe a law 
professor or a lawyer. But this guy is actually a teacher of religious law. He is a 
religious scholar.  
 
And when we look closer, we notice that this religious scholar actually asks Jesus 
two questions. The first one he asks, if you look with me a little later in verse 25 is, 
“What must I do to gain eternal life?” Now why is he asking this? Well, the text tells 
us, the man was trying to trap Jesus. But how is this a trap? 
 
Well, Jesus’ actions and teaching made the religious scholars nervous. Their whole 
life hinged on the fact that they would gain God’s favour by living moral lives. God 
would reward this favour by granting them eternal life. Eternal life isn’t just this life 
forever, it is full life, life-as-it-is-meant-to-be. Now to a group of people who have 
only experienced life without oppression a handful of times in a over 500 years, life-
as-it-is-meant-to-be sounds pretty great. But of course, the religious scholars knew 
that life-as-it-is-meant-to-be can only be experienced by those who are perfect and 
follow God’s instructions for life. Which makes sense because, for example, the only 
cars that work perfectly are those that have been maintained perfectly according to 
the manufacturer’s instructions.  
 
So when Jesus begins spending time with tax collectors and “sinners” and telling 
them about the Kingdom of God and life-as-it-is-meant-to-be, the religious scholars’ 
ears perk up and they say, “this isn’t right”. They begin to see Jesus as dangerous, a 
false teacher at best or even a heretic. He seems to downgrade the importance of 
God’s law – which to the religious scholars who base their entire life on it is a big 
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deal. It would be like me going into the middle of a UBC faculty meeting and 
presenting a talk on how higher education is a scourge to modern civilization. 
 
So this religious scholar comes to Jesus to test him. To prove that Jesus doesn’t care 
about the law of God and prove He is a heretic. So he asks, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 
 
Now look at Jesus’ answer. What does He say (verse 26). Do you see what Jesus is 
doing here? He is saying “The only way to gain eternal life is to follow the whole law, 
so what do you think it says.” Or to put it another way, Jesus is telling the man that if 
he chooses to live his life by God’s standards, he chooses to live by all of God’s 
standards.  
 
Maybe you are here this morning and your thinking, well this has no relevance to 
me, I’m not religious. I don’t care two hoots about God’s standards. I want you to 
know we all live by someone’s standards. Some people live their whole life trying to 
impress their Father and live up to his standards. For some, it is what they think 
society expects of them. For others, they are attempting to live up to what their 
friends expect, or their teammates. Many of us are so driven, that it is just our 
standards we want to live up to, and once we do live up to them, it isn’t enough so 
we set higher ones. There are the obvious of course, more money, more prestige, but 
what about things like relationships, or our kids, or even our happiness. All of us 
desire something. Every human being has a need to know they have value. We may 
prove that value in 100 different ways and my way might be different than your 
way, but when we lay in our beds and look at what makes count, we put ourselves 
on a standard and if we did well that day, we win and if not, we promise to do better 
tomorrow.  
 
We all live our lives trying to meet up to standards. This religious expert’s stated 
goal is to meet God’s standards. He thinks that Jesus is lessening God’s standards, 
but Jesus responds, “no, all of God’s standards apply, the whole Law of God applies, 
how do you read it (summarize it for me)” 
 
Like other scholars of the law of the day (including Jesus himself) the man 
summarize the law by citing two commands: “Love the Lord you God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind” and 
“Love your neighbor as yourself”. What the man doesn’t realize is that he is 
turning the trap he is setting for Jesus on himself. He is clearly laying out the 
standard and it is impossible. 
 
Do you see it? What does it mean to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, strength 
and mind? It means that when your mind is at rest, when it has nothing else to do, it 
dwells on God’s greatness. It dwells on God’s goodness. It doesn’t plan a dream 
vacation, or think about what free agent the Canucks will sign. Loving the lord with 
all your strength means that every cell in you muscles, every neuron that fires is all 
dedicated to God’s glory. And this is right isn’t it? If God created us than every 
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breath, every thought, every cell, every molecule of our being should be dedicated to 
serve him. I hope you realize that we all are light years away from this being true of 
us. 
AND THIS IS JUST THE FIRST COMMANDEMENT, there is still another one! 
 
And you know what it means to love your neighbour? It means that think about 
those around you as much as you think about yourself! I used to entertain myself on 
road trips by remembering that all the people in all the cars we drove by were filled 
with people just like me, there weren’t some background or bit parts in the grand 
narrative of Kajle. Now we all know this to be true, but have you tried thinking 
about life from the perspective of others as you walk through a crowd or sit in 
traffic? But that is what it means to love your neighbour as yourself, that you spend 
as much time worrying about their feelings, their opinions and their well being as 
you do yours. But not just thinking and worrying, but also that you meet their needs 
with the same speed and force and the same determination that you meet your own. 
It means that you have as much desire for them to be happy as you do for you to be 
happy. It means that whatever you do for yourself, you do for them. 
 
Do you see what Jesus has done? He has set a trap. He has gotten the guy to confess 
what God’s standard actually is. 
 
If you don’t believe me it is a trap read on. (read vv. 28-29) 
What is happening? Do you see what Jesus did? He said, “yup, you nailed what God’s 
standard for life is and that is my standard too, so go and do it.” And the guy goes 
“Whaaaaat? I came here thinking this guy has low standards, but that isn’t the case 
at all! He wants me to follow God’s standard to the full. I can’t do that! I’m certainly 
better than the rabble that this guy hangs out with, but I know I don’t love God and 
love others perfectly.” So he tries to make an out for himself. “I must not have 
understood properly” so he asks a clarifying question “who is neighbour”. 
 
What is he doing? He is trying to find a way out! He realizes that Jesus has flipped 
the trap on him. So the text says he “tries to justify himself” What does that mean? 
Being justified means meeting the standard. Credit to this guy, when Jesus lays 
the whole standard on him he realizes he doesn’t meet it. So how do you meet a 
standard when you can’t meet the standard? You change the standard. So that is 
what the guy is doing. He realizes he can’t possibly love everyone like he loves 
himself so he tries to limit who he needs to love. 
 
And we all find ourselves in this trap. Remember the Facebook comment?  “At the 
end of the night, before you close your eyes, be content with what you’ve done 
and be proud of who you are.” Why would this even be a post? Because most 
people have unrealistic expectations placed on their lives from others or from 
themselves. We very often don’t meet those standards. And for some of us, it 
destroys us. But is this post the answer? What if I lay down at night I’m not proud of 
who I am? Should I just ignore it? Should I just keep lowering the standard I hold 
myself to until I am? How low is too low then? Do I get rid of the standard entirely? 
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Let me tell you what happens to people who have everything they build their 
identity on taken away – they implode. So we can’t just take away this standard, we 
can’t take away our need to justify ourselves. Because we need something to build 
our lives on. We have a need to be justified. 
 
So Jesus is showing us that we are all stuck in this trap. We see the need to justify 
ourselves, to change the scales so we can meet the standard. This man asks “who is 
my neighbor?” our question might be different, but essentially we want to know 
“what do I have to do?” 
 
(SHOW SLIDE) 
 
The Tale 
Jesus’ answers to questions are very interesting. Here Jesus doesn’t answer the 
man’s question directly, he tells a story. This is a story that many of us are all very 
familiar with but I want to quickly look at it so that we understand what Jesus is 
doing here. 
 
Jesus tells us about a man making a trip from Jerusalem to Jericho. Now anyone 
listening to this story would know that this is a relatively short but dangerous trip. 
That road (which winds through a valley) has many places that robbers and thieves 
can (and did) hide. Sure enough, this guy gets mugged. His possessions are stolen 
and he is left bloodied and near death. At this point, he is nothing. He owns nothing 
and he can do nothing. Without outside intervention he will just lay there and die. 
But wait, there is hope. First a Priest and then a Levite (that is, someone from the 
Jewish family that the priests came from – synonymous with a righteous person who 
knew God’s law) see Him. But they don’t stop to help. In fact, one at a time, they do 
the opposite, they cross the road so that they don’t have to be near the man who was 
attacked. 
  
Now why would that be? Well, as they see the man there are really two possibilities 
1) the man is dead. In which case, if they touch him they will be defiled. They will be 
“unclean” according to the law and they will have to purify themselves.  
 
Possibility 2 is that the guy isn’t dead yet. But what would that mean? It would mean 
that he hasn’t been there long and the robbers are still close, in fact, maybe they are 
waiting behind that rock for a 2 for 1 deal. So the priest and Levite don’t stop 
because they want to protect their religious purity (their reputation) and their own 
safety. 
 
Just as the sting of disappointment of the two hoped-for heroes walking by and not 
helping hits, another pair of feet come into view. But these are not Jewish feet. They 
are the feet of a Samaritan. Now, again, many of you are aware of the relationship 
between the Samaritans and the Jews. But lets recall. The Jews hated the Samaritans 
(and the feeling was mutual). I won’t get into the history right now, but the 
Samaritans shared a common ancestry to the Jews but they were seen as half-
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breeds. They were seen as racial impure, they were seen as dirty and they were seen 
as heretics. I could go on and on, but let me summarize this way. Here, walking 
down the road was a man who owed our victim nothing. He was different and 
he had no obligation to help him. In almost any other circumstance, our poor 
victim would have rathered to limp back or scrounge or beg rather than accept help 
from this Samaritan. Even in his current state he may have refused the help from the 
lowly, dirty, defiled half-blood heretic. Well, he may have, but I suspect he was 
unconscious. 
 
And we should expect this Samaritan to just go on by. He doesn’t want to help and 
we don’t want him to help. But that is not how Jesus tells the story. Jesus throws us a 
curve ball. And, as an aside, this is how parables work. They are sort of like serious 
jokes that teach. They set us up with a cliché set-up and then the punch line is 
supposed to catch us. It’s the same with a parable except that it isn’t a punch to the 
funny bone, it’s a punch to the gut. It makes us sit up and go, “what?” It makes us pay 
attention. And that is what Jesus does here. He gets our attention with the sheer 
absurdity that a Samaritan stops and risks his life for a Jew. 
 
Now, let’s dwell here for a minute. OK, these aren’t two guys who had a little spat, 
these are two people from collectivist cultures (who stress the group more than the 
individual) who have centuries of hate between each other. This isn’t just a Canucks 
fan helping an Oilers fan. This isn’t just an American helping a Canadian. This is 
more akin to a Jewish man hiding out in Nazi Germany who runs across a Nazi 
soldier wounded in the ditch and inexplicably chooses to help. This is more akin to a 
gay man assisting a protestor holding a sign that insinuates that God hates gay 
people, this is like a black Christian performing CPR on a guy who knocked himself 
out trying to burn down a church. 
 
And look what the Samaritan does. Verse 33, he takes pity on him. The Samaritan 
doesn’t do what he does out of habit or compulsion, no he does it out of love. He 
takes pity on him. Do you know what pity is? To have pity is to have compassion. 
That word really means to suffer alongside, to feel, to take their suffering. That is 
what this Samaritan does. He identities with this man. And then he acts accordingly. 
He goes all out in his care. He doesn’t give the Medicare coverage. He doesn’t even 
give the BC MSP coverage, he gives the five-star, two-tier, best of the best healthcare 
option. He doesn’t even check the guys insurance. Did you see, he even took the man 
to the inn and, did you see what he told the innkeeper “Look after him and I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.” He puts his reputation on 
the line. He puts His good standing in the community on the line. Do you remember 
how the priest and Levite didn’t want to put their religious reputation on the line? 
This Samaritan goes to the innkeeper and he doesn’t say, “I found this guy, here is a 
bit to nurse him to health and hopefully, when he wakes up he can pay the rest. No, 
he goes and he says, take care of this guy and bill me.  
 
So that’s the tale that Jesus told, but what is the point? What was He teaching 
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(SHOW SLIDE) 
Teaching 
There are two key things that Jesus is communicating about what it means to love 
our neighbours. He is teaching about the magnitude of what it means to love our 
neighbours and the motivation for loving our neighbour. 
 
(SHOW SLIDE) 
Magnitude: 
Everyone agrees that you should love your neighbour. Everyone thinks that it makes 
sense, but it is hard, so we feel the need to limit it, just like the religious scholar did. 
So we want to love and care for those who are like us, or those who deserve it. We 
put limits on who is a neighbour that we should love. 
 
But Jesus breaks all of those. In putting the Samaritan in the story, Jesus is saying 
that our neighbour is not just someone like us, not just someone in our economic 
class or of our race or gender, and it isn’t just someone who believes the same thing 
as us. But we do this, don’t we, we try and limit who is our neighbour. We limit who 
we will care for. 
 
I noticed this of myself a little while back. I stepped into a car2go and punched in my 
pin number and then I noticed a hoodie had been left in the car. Now, I was in the 
middle of a residential neighbourhood, there were at least a dozen houses close by 
(not to mention basement suites) and I didn’t want to be knocking on doors and 
having people think I was crazy. Plus, my time had already started so I was paying 
for the car. So I left. Now if you drive car2go, you know that it takes a few minutes to 
the radio to kick in, so I was a ways down the street and the radio starts. And it was 
the radio station that I listen to. I’m not going to say which one it is, but it is one that 
I don’t think many in Vancouver listen to. And suddenly, I feel guilt. The sweater. It 
belongs to someone who is like me! I should have done more to find out who they 
were! I was fine not going all out to find the owner of the sweater until I found out 
that they were like me, and then the game changed. (I have since found out that 
car2go just remembers what station you like and turns it on when you are in the car 
– regardless of what the previous person was listening to) 
 
So Jesus is showing the magnitude of this command to love our neighbour – it 
extends to all people, it isn’t limited to just those like us, or those who believe like us 
or those who deserve it. 
 
(SHOW SLIDE) 
Motivation 
But there is another point in Jesus’ teaching that takes us even deeper. In how he 
tells this tale, Jesus tells us the motivation for loving our neighbour. 
 
Look with me in verse 36. Read  v.36. Did you see the question Jesus asked? Do you 
remember the question that the man asked Jesus? Remember, seeking to justify 
himself, he wanted to know how much he had to do so he asked, “Who is my 
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neighbour?” Is that the question that Jesus asked? No, Jesus asked “Who was a 
neighbour?” What is he getting at. What is the point? Jesus is saying, “You ask me, 
what do I have to do, but I want you to look at what has been done for you” OK 
“Don’t ask, what do I have to do, ask what has been done for me” 
 
You see, Jesus has been very clever in how he told this story. Who is this story 
about? Its not about the Samaritan, it is about the man who was robbed. And that is 
who Jesus is talking about. OK, this religious scholar asking the question, Jesus is 
saying, “you are the man who got robbed.” So at the end Jesus is saying, you want to 
know who your neighbour is? Tell me, who was a neighbour to you. 
 
And the man knows this is what Jesus is doing. And he can’t bear to answer. He can’t 
even say it was the Samaritan, instead he says “the one who had mercy on him”. 
And now Jesus closes the trap. “Go and do likewise.” In other words, “what do you 
have to do? Everything that everyone else has ever done for you” 
 
This is how we know that the point of Jesus’ story is not just “everyone is your 
neighbour”, because if it was then why did Jesus change the question? Or why didn’t 
Jesus make the Samaritan the one who was robbed. If the Samaritan was the one 
who was robbed, and it was a Jew that helped him and Jesus said “go and do 
likewise” the man would have laughed. Why, because no Jew would help a 
Samaritan, why should they? 
 
But that isn’t what Jesus does. He flips it. It is the religious scholar with his face in 
the dirt and the Samaritan who saves him because the teaching isn’t just “follow this 
example” it is “remember what has been done for you.”  
 
A few weeks after I found the sweater in the car2go I couldn’t find my wallet. I knew 
I had to have put it somewhere, but I couldn’t figure out where it was. And then a 
friend from Langley texted Natasha and said, “Did Kajle loose his wallet, some 
person just messaged me on Facebook saying that they found his wallet in a car2go. 
So this young woman found my wallet in the car2go, looked at my drivers license to 
get my name. She called car2go but their privacy policy wouldn’t release my 
information. She found me on Facebook but my privacy settings wouldn’t let her 
message me. So she went through my friends list looking for someone to message. 
And then she messaged my friends out of the blue trying to track me down. It took 
almost a week, but I got my wallet back (everything in it by the way) because she 
cared enough to track me down.  
 
Now this is nowhere close to the scale that Jesus is talking about. But if I get in to a 
car2go to go home and there is a sweater or something how can I blow off trying to 
track down whose it is. 
 
Do you see the difference between “follow the example” and “see how you have been 
cared for”? The difference between “how much do I have to do?” and “how much has 
been done for you?” Tim Keller, who really helped me open up this parable, says 
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that if we miss what Jesus does here, we have a “do it”. All we have is a legalistic, I 
should do better at loving those around me, I really should follow the example of 
others. We just put ourselves back in the trap of justifying ourselves. We have a “do 
it” an “I should.” 
 
But when we see that Jesus is saying to the religious scholar that it is his head in the 
road, we have a dynamic. A power, a motivator. When we see what has been done 
for us we have a dynamic to do it for others. 
 
So Jesus is not just giving us another thing to do, he is giving us a power with which 
to do it. 
 
That is the teaching that Jesus is giving this guy. But this tale of Jesus’ is recorded for 
us. And there is a Truth that we know, that this expert of the law didn’t. A truth that 
helps make this teaching radioactive. 
 
(SHOW SLIDE) 
The Truth 
Jesus told a story where a Samaritan helps a Jew. A man from a foreign place, a man 
who had no responsibility to the man – and in fact was his enemy – risked his life 
and his reputation (when others wouldn’t!) to save a man who was battered and 
beaten and left for dead. A man who had nothing left (he was robbed) and couldn’t 
save himself. 
 
That is exactly what Jesus did. Jesus came from Heaven, He had no responsibility to 
us. We were his enemies (“for while we yet sinners Christ died for us … for while we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his son” (Rom. 5:8, 
10), he not only risked but sacrificed his reputation (him who knew no sin became 
sin for us so that we might be come the righteousness of God). He didn’t just risked 
His life, He willingly gave it away. For us. Those who could do nothing. Those who 
were not only dying, but dead.  
 
Do you remember the trap from the beginning of this message? What is the trap that 
Jesus showed the man he was in? What is the trap that we are all in? We have a need 
to justify ourselves. We are trapped by a need to meet someone’s standards or 
something’s standards. And you know what, each of these standards are going to eat 
us alive. They are going to beat us down and we will be lying on the ground left for 
dead. And we keep asking, “what do I need to do?” You know whatever we think is 
the answer to that question – whether it is love my kids better or sacrifice more or 
give more to the poor or work harder or smarter or whatever. However we answer 
that question, that thing will control us. It will master us. It is our slave driver. And it 
will kill us to.  
  
But Jesus is saying here, no, look at what I did! The question is not “what do you 
need to do?” The question is “what did Jesus do for us” and the answer is that He 
gave up His life to rescue us from the trap. Do you see? There is no way we could 
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meet God’s standards. We were ambushed by sin and left for dead. We don’t even 
come close to “loving the Lord with all our heart, mind and strength”, we can barely 
take two steps down the path of “loving our neighbours as ourselves”. We’re lying 
dead on the road. But Jesus came – though He owed us nothing, though we were His 
enemies and He gave His reputation and His life. And through that we learned, as 
one person put it, that God is gracious so we don’t have to prove ourselves. 
Now some of you are thinking, “So, we don’t have to do anything?” Yes … but you 
will do something anyway. 
 
Do you remember the start of this whole interaction? The teacher of the Law 
thought that Jesus was soft, that He held to easy believism and he let people into the 
Kingdom of Heaven too easily. But doesn’t he? Isn’t that His message here? “Don’t 
ask what you need to do, remember what has been done for you” No, no, no. Don’t 
do that to Jesus. Don’t do that to Him. Don’t be like the religious scholar. 
 
Listen, if you were that man on the road. And the Samaritan came and rescued you. 
What would you do when you heard the Samaritan’s bad mouthed? What would you 
do when you saw one on the street? You’d run up and thank them! You’d defend 
them! How about if you were walking that dangerous road from Jerusalem to Jericho 
and you saw someone left for dead. Your friend the priest calls to you “go around, he 
is either dead and we will be defiled or he is alive and we will be attacked!” What do 
you do? You sprint toward the body. Why? Because some moral code demands it?  
 
No, you have to help alright but because your love, your compassion, your empathy 
is so strong for the one who is hurt you help. Your love and respect for the one who 
rescued you is so strong that you help. 
 
How much more if we truly understand what Jesus has done for us? How much 
more if we truly understand who we are and who Jesus is? How much more if we 
understand that the gospel teaches us that, in the words of Tim Keller, we are far 
more sinful than we ever realize but far more loved and accepted than we ever 
dared to hope. 
 
That is the point. That is the truth. The trap is that we feel the need to justify 
ourselves. But Jesus we are justified by what Jesus has done. We ask “how much do I 
have to do”. But Jesus is teaching us that we need to ask “how much has been done 
for me” and when we know the Truth of who we really are – sinners stuck in sin – 
and who Jesus really is – God come down to lay His life down to give us life – we will 
see how much power we really have to be a good neighbour. The more we 
understand the gospel and apply it our life the more power we will have to love 
others, to sacrifice for them, to risk our reputation and our security for them. And 
trust me, if we are going to be a church community that loves this city well and 
wants to bring renewal, we are going to have to take risk. 
 
As you know, we are one year in on our “outward” vision and I want you to know 
that what we do in here doesn’t matter if it doesn’t lead to action out there. In here, 
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we remind each other (through singing, through teaching, through prayer and 
through communion) of who we are and who Jesus is. And that has to change us, 
that has to lead to us being people out there who have had the experience of being 
picked off the road and brought back to life. 
 
 

 


