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“Both sides” Matthew 13:10-17; 34-35 
WCP 

Series intro 
Stories. We see them everywhere and they’re a part of almost everything we do. 

They’re the thing that makes sitting in a dark theatre for 2.5 hours or binge-watching an entire 
season of “This is us” seem totally reasonable.  They can lull us into a peaceful sleep after a long 
day at work or take a complex subject and make it understandable to a child. 

We find stories in our music and in our advertising; we find them in Boardrooms and 
around campfires.  Some of my fondest memories as a child are listening to my mother’s voice 
reading us a story; today they’re listening to my mother read those same stories to my own 
children.  

“The story,” says Ursula Le Guin, “from Rumplestiltskin to War and Peace–is one of the 
basic tools invented by the human mind for the purpose of understanding. There have been 
great societies that did not use the wheel, but there have been no societies that did not tell 
stories.”  

Jesus Himself knew the power of story well and He used it frequently/memorably to 
illustrate the deep spiritual truths He wanted to teach.  And in fact - even today - people who’ve 
never set foot inside a church/looked at a bible before, still often use the language of some of 
Jesus’ stories: describing a uncommon rescuer as a “good Samaritan” or a rebellious adolescent 
as “a prodigal son/daughter.”  

 
We’re beginning a new teaching series this morning, looking at some of the more well-

known stories that Jesus told (often called “parables”), entitled Stories of the Kingdom. 
If you look at the newspaper headlines in an airport or in a grocery store, they’re telling 

us the story of that kingdom/city; the stories that can tell us something about what is valued 
there as well as what is despised. And, in much the same way, the parables of Jesus - found in 
the gospel accounts of the NT - are one of the ways Jesus tells us the stories of the coming 
Kingdom of heaven (the Kingdom He inaugurated at His first coming and that will fully come 
when He returns); telling us about what is valued there as well as what is despised. 
 
Intro 

And this morning what we’ll be looking at in Matthew 13 – although not yet looking at 
one of Jesus’ stories, and more introductory in nature – is actually vitally important and, I think, 
needs to be looked at first in order for us to be able to understand the depth of what Jesus is 
trying to communicate when we do begin looking at His various stories of the Kingdom in the 
coming weeks. Let me show you what I mean: 

If you’ve ever confronted someone about something they’ve done wrong – whether 
we’re talking about a child or an adult - it’s pretty much expected – even if it seems plainly 
obvious what the truth of the matter is – that they’re going to want to plead their own 
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case/give you their side of the story; even suggesting that you can’t understand the situation or 
fairly hand down a judgment until you’ve heard it. 

And, in fairness, we often don’t see the whole picture just by looking at the surface; it’s 
why we have common phrases like, “don’t judge a book by its cover”; it’s why eye-witness 
testimonies in a court case can sometimes be wildly different from one another, and why the 
“killer” by the end of murder-mysteries rarely turns out to be who you thought it was at the 
beginning. For the most part, we need to hear both sides of the story before being able to come 
to an accurate picture of what we’re looking at. 

And, given that reality, I think we also dare not embark on a teaching series about Jesus’ 
stories of the Kingdom, before seeking to understand Jesus’ side of the story; what He says 
these stories are about and why He chose stories/parables as one of His primary methods of 
teaching when speaking to the crowds. 

I mean, if you ask anyone who even knows that Jesus taught in parables, they’ll tell you 
Jesus’ parables were about taking deep spiritual truths and presenting them in a simple story 
form so that more people could understand them; an “earthly story with a heavenly meaning”.  
And in one sense, that’s absolutely correct. 

But, when Jesus is asked the exact same question, His answer – ironically - highlights an 
even deeper problem that the people in Jesus’ day had, and that we also share with them 
today, viz. how it is that we approach Jesus to begin with! B/c – well beyond Jesus’ teaching 
methods - our picture of Jesus Himself is often much more simplistic than the biblical reality; 
we often see Jesus as far too much like us/human/reachable by means of our intellect; we think 
we have Jesus figured out (Pharisees are a classic example of this kind of thinking).  And one of 
the places where that overly simplistic belief about Jesus shows up most noticeably – then as 
well as today – is in the way we understand Jesus’ parables: seeing them as nothing more than 
a kind of moralistic folk tale (like Aesop’s Fables) told by some ancient rabbi using 
farming/shepherding analogies; simple/straightforward/“nice”.   

But, think about it: if Jesus has two natures (fully man/fully God – that’s the bible’s 
answer to who this Jesus is) then it shouldn’t be surprising that His teaching could also have 
two natures: a simple/easily understood level, and a much deeper spiritual level that can only 
be understood through revelation.  I believe that’s exactly what Jesus is getting at here in our 
passage today in explaining why it is He taught in parables.  

And when we learn both sides of the story, all of a sudden we are confronted with a 
much more difficult reality, and a much more complex/impenetrable picture of Jesus as well 
that will not submit to our logic/reason.   

And so, as we look at our passage in Matthew 13 this morning, for the sake of the 
argument, I’m going to presume on our answer to why Jesus taught in parables, and focus our 
time instead on Jesus’ answer to why He taught using parables.  And in understanding both 
sides of the story – as I said – I think we’ll then be much better equipped to understand Jesus’ 
stories of the Kingdom as we encounter them in the coming weeks. 
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And as we look at Jesus’ side of the story here, I want to look at our passage in just two 
way this morning.  I want to show you Parables as a means of concealing truth and then 
Parables as a means of revealing truth (x2). 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them again with me to Matthew 13:10 and 
follow along with me as we look at both sides of the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, let’s look first of all at: 

1. Parables as a means of concealing truth 
Now, the context of this whole discussion is immediately following some of Jesus’ teaching 

down by a lake where – we’re told in 13:2 – that there was such a large crowd gathered to hear 
Jesus, that he had to go out into a boat a little ways off the shore to teach while the people 
stood on the shore to listen; and it’s here that Jesus tells them the parable of the Sower. 

Look with me now at vs. 10.  There we read (READ vs. 10).  Now, it’s more implied in 
Matthew’s telling of this account, but when Mark is recounting this exact same event in his own 
gospel, he says that when Jesus’ disciples asked Him this question, it was later on when He was 
alone after the crowds had gone home.   

But if you look at Jesus’ initial response to the question in vs. 11, already it’s clear that 
there’s more going on underneath the surface of these stories than what we’re hearing on the 
surface.  Look with me there.  Jesus says (READ vs. 11).  By “to you” Jesus means His disciples 
and by “them” Jesus means the crowds He was just speaking to. And what Jesus reveals in that 
initial response is – first of all - that the parables are intended to reveal the secrets of the 
Kingdom of heaven; and if you’ve been in church for any length of time that’s right in line with 
our understanding of why Jesus spoke in parables. But, what it also reveals is that Jesus is not 
intending to reveal that knowledge to everyone; which - for most of us - is already different 
than the story were used to hearing. And, like the disciples, we’re left wondering, “… Huh? Why 
wouldn’t Jesus want everyone to have that knowledge?”  

But before they even have much time to ponder that question, Jesus goes on in vs. 12 
(READ vs. 12). Jesus’ difficult implication now being, “The ones that I give this knowledge to are 
going to be given even more, and the ones I’m not giving it to, even what they think they 
understand is going to be taken from them.” Again, this sounds radically different than the 
Jesus many of us are familiar with or the simplistic/straightforward understanding of Jesus’ 
parables that many of us hold.   
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Finally, look at vs. 13; here Jesus answers the question much more straightforwardly, 
stating (READ vs. 13). Now, the NIV translation uses the word “though/although seeing, they 
do not see …” in Jesus’ response, which is actually a paraphrase of the quotation from Isaiah 6 
that Jesus gives in the next verses; more literal/word-for-word translations say the word 
Matthew actually uses here is, “because seeing, they do not see …” Which makes Jesus’ use of 
parables in His teaching more of a response to His listener’s hardness of heart. But, if we look at 
this same event in the other gospels, both Mark and Luke recount Jesus saying, “This is why I 
speak to them in parables: so that seeing, they do not see/hearing, they do not hear or 
understand …”  But however you understand it, Jesus’ clear response in all three examples is 
still, “I’m teaching them in parables so that they won’t understand Me.” 

Now, my youngest daughter plans to enter into a late-French immersion program next year 
for Gr. 6.  But, while I know without a shadow of a doubt that - moving from an English to a 
French program - she’s going to encounter all kinds of things she doesn’t understand, I think it’s 
a safe bet that none of the teachers in her school would say, “The reason I’m speaking French 
to your daughter is so that she won’t be able to understand.” For, while it may be difficult for 
her to understand initially, the goal of immersing her in a new language is so that, eventually, 
she would understand. 

But what in the world do we do with a Teacher who’s stated intent is that He’s knowingly 
teaching a large cross-section of His listeners so that they will not understand His teaching? 
What do you make of a Jesus who appears to discriminate between His listeners in such a 
seemingly arbitrary manner? Are you starting to see now why I said we need to hear both sides 
of the story before we just dive into a teaching series on Jesus’ stories of the Kingdom? 
 

It sounds like madness to us - even cruel of Jesus - to act in this way.  But, thankfully, the 
relief comes in the very next verses.  Look with me at vss. 14-15.  Jesus says (READ vss.14-15).  
Now, two things we learn from this that are going to help us understand what Jesus is up to 
here, so stay with me: 

1. Jesus begins in vs. 14 by stating, “In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah.”  Who is 
“them” again?  The crowds.  Within these mass crowds coming out to hear Jesus, “in 
them” is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah. 

2. The “prophecy of Isaiah” Jesus speaks of here, refers back to the message Isaiah was 
given to deliver to God’s people all the way back in Isaiah 6; and the words that 
Jesus quotes here are taken directly from that message.  But, if you’re not familiar 
with Isaiah’s ministry, what you wouldn’t know is that when God called Isaiah to be 
His prophet/speak His words to the people of Israel, He called Isaiah to bring His 
message to a people that had all but turned their back on God/who had turned from 
Him to follow their own path that included the worship of other gods; a people that 
God was about to send into exile as punishment.   

And, putting this all together, what Jesus is saying here is that the majority of the people 
in the crowd - including many of the religious leaders of the day - were as rebellious/hardened 
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in their hearts towards God as the people of Israel in Isaiah’s day; sure, they came out in droves 
to see a magic show/a polarizing leader who might fulfil their political hopes of a restored 
kingdom of Israel; but who rejected Jesus out of hand as God’s Messiah.  And Jesus says that 
this is why He speaks to them in parables. 

Now, which is it/who got the quote right?  Is Jesus speaking to them in parables because 
their hearts are hardened towards Him or so that their hearts will be hardened?  The answer is, 
yes; they’re both right; and rather than presenting different testimonies of what Jesus said, the 
gospel writers are simply highlighting both sides of the same truth as to why Jesus would speak 
to the crowds in parables. 
App 

But, before we jump to any wrong conclusions, we need to clearly see the heart of God 
in the midst of all this, expressed through Isaiah as well as through Jesus here; and you see it in 
vs. 15b – look with me there. For here we see that the heart of God for humanity living in 
rebellion towards Him – then, as well as today – is that we would see; that we would hear; that 
we would understand by turning to Him. Why? So that He could heal us!  Heal us of the sin that 
separates us from Him as well as from the painful results of living a life in opposition to Him. 
That’s the true heart of God behind this concealment of truth.   

Leon Morris, in his commentary on these verse writes, “Sin is a disease, and the people 
of whom Jesus speaks decline to be healed of it. Using the imagery of eyes that refuse to see 
and ears that refuse to hear, he rebukes people who refuse to heed God’s gracious invitation 
and choose to go their own way.”  

And the call of this passage to us today as we encounter the words of this very same God 
in the bible, is this: will you turn to Me at last and be healed? Will you surrender the rule of your 
life/your plans/your goals/your ideas of what you think is best to the One who created you and 
who knows what’s truly best for you?   

Does God seem distant/far away right now? His words difficult to understand/carry out? 
The reason could be that - although you might know God – you’re still living a life in opposition 
to Him; you’re still trying to follow your own game-plan for life and just asking God to sign off on 
it; there’s still areas of your life that Jesus isn’t allowed to touch/speak truth into. 

Later in Isaiah 65:2 God says through His servant, “All day long I have held out My hands 
to an obstinate people, who walk in ways that are not good, pursuing their own imaginations—a 
people who continually provoke Me to My face.” Jesus isn’t discriminating against these crowds 
in our passage and He isn’t discriminating against you either; even in your rebellion/provocation, 
He’s reaching out for you still; won’t you turn to Him and find healing?  Or as the author of 
Hebrews tells us in Hebrews 3:7-11 (READ Heb. 3:7-11).  That rest, that healing, that knowledge 
of the secrets of the Kingdom, are all available to you.  But they require the surrender of your 
agendas to Him first; and then, they can be yours as well. 
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Ok, so that’s Parables as a means of concealing truth; again, not a discriminatory act of Jesus’ 
but a loving discipline in the hopes that we might turn and be healed.  The last thing I want us 
to see from this passage is: 

2. Parables as a means of revealing truth 
Here – at last - we come to an understanding of Jesus’ parables that, perhaps, we are more 

familiar with; where Jesus is using the power of story to help us understand the secrets of His 
Kingdom more deeply.  And, to a large degree, that’s a correct understanding; but even there, I 
think Jesus’ response to His disciples’ question in vs. 10 still needs to be more carefully 
nuanced.  

Look with me at vss. 16-17. After the difficult words of the previous verses regarding the 
concealing of the truth to the crowds whose hearts are hardened towards Jesus, Jesus now says 
to His disciples (READ vss. 16-17).  In beautiful contrast to the eyes that see but do not see/the 
ears that hear but do not hear, Jesus tells His disciples that their eyes and ears, are blessed. 
Why? Because the do see and they do hear!  Which points us back to vss. 11-12 where - in 
contrast to the unbelieving crowds, Jesus had told His disciples that the knowledge of the 
secrets of the Kingdom of heaven had been revealed to them, along with the promise that - to 
all who have that knowledge - even more will be given! 

But there’s two things in particular that I want to draw out for us here that, I think, help us 
understand exactly how Jesus’ parables are a means of revealing truth: 

1. When you look closely at what Jesus in vs. 11 as well as vs. 12 you see that the language 
Jesus uses for the knowledge that His disciples have about the secrets of the Kingdom is 
all revelatory, i.e. this knowledge is not something they came to on their own, but 
something that was given to them as they turned/increasingly put their faith in Jesus. 
The simplest evidence of this in action is in the very verses that immediately follow our 
passage, where Jesus – now alone with His disciples – explains to them what the parable 
mean; which is actually the consistent pattern of Jesus’ use of parables: He teaches 
everyone in the crowd using parables, but then later, explains them in private to His 
disciples. Or another example being Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ just a few 
chapters later in Matt. 16.  When Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah/God’s 
promised Rescuer, does Jesus high-five Peter and say, “That’s right bro!  You finally 
figured it out!” No, Jesus says, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” The point then as well as today 
being: the knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom comes not from trying to 
understand the parables, but solely from how it is that we’re related to Jesus.   

2. Which leads us perfectly to the second thing I want you to see here. When you look 
more closely at Jesus’ words of blessing in vs. 17, the question that needs to be asked 
there is: what was it that Jesus’ disciples saw and heard that the patriarchs/prophets 
of the past had all longed to see and hear? Was it Jesus’ teaching about His coming 
Kingdom in parables?  Was it Jesus’ miracles that demonstrated the in-breaking of His 
Kingly rule over sickness/death?  No, what all of heaven had been longing to see and 
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hear was this exact moment in history – what Paul, in Galatians 4 calls “the fullness of 
time” – when God would send forth His Son – born of a woman; born under the law to 
redeem those under the law; the time when God’s promised Rescuer would come at last 
and set right all that had been lost when sin entered into God’s good creation.  And it 
was as Jesus’ disciples remained in relationship with this Promised One, that their eyes 
were opened to see and their ears were opened to hear what generations of God’s 
people before them had longed to look on. 
 
 

App 
The point for you and I here today, is to remind us that greater 

knowledge/understanding of God’s word as well as His perfect will for our lives comes as we 
seek to live our lives in submission to/pursuit of Jesus, just as a life lived in unbelief/rejection of 
Him will grant us the opposite. 

In the book of Jeremiah 9:23-24, one of God’s other well-known prophets like Isaiah 
said it this way, “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows Me …” 

And so, yes, the parables do reveal more about what the Kingdom of heaven is like and 
they do use the power of story to help us understand some of the deep mysteries of God more 
clearly. But we must never lose sight of the fact that the point of Jesus’ parables was never that 
we would seek to interpret the details of each story better and better to know the secrets of 
God’s Kingdom, but that our goal/aim would always and ever to be to know Jesus better; for it’s 
only as we are related more and more closely with Him, that we are given the knowledge of the 
secrets of the Kingdom in greater and greater abundance. 
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Conclusion 
I hope you see now just how essential it was that we begin here, looking at both sides 

these stories of the Kingdom: the side we usually land on, alongside what Jesus’ says His 
purposes were in teaching using parables.  For this will now shape and direct how we view each 
of Jesus’ stories of the Kingdom as we encounter them in the weeks to come.  I think it’s a 
profoundly different perspective to come to Jesus’ stories with a proper perspective as well as a 
proper humility; understanding them as: 

1. Being a means both of revealing God’s truth as well as of concealing it.  
2. That we approach the One speaking these stories, not as some simple rabbi telling 

simplistic folk-tales that we could easily grasp on our own, but as the God of the 
universe in human flesh; speaking the secrets of His Kingdom that are so 
vast/deep/profound that we couldn’t even hope to understand them unless the 
knowledge to do so is given. 

But alongside having that right perspective, is also a promise: a life lived in submission 
to/pursuit of Jesus will grant us that knowledge to understand these stories of the Kingdom; 
and to whoever has that knowledge – Jesus says – even more will be given. 

Let’s pray. 
 


