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This resource is designed to allow your family to have time in God’s Word 
BEFORE your children attend church. Because God’s plan is for parents to be 
the primary spiritual nurturers of their children’s faith, we want YOU to be the 
one to introduce this part of The Big God Story to them. 
 
HomeFront Magazine: A Spiritual Parenting Resource This monthly 
magazine gives your family ideas for creating fun, spiritually forming times in your 
home—setting aside sacred space in the midst of your active, everyday lives. 
Visit www.HomeFrontMag.com to subscribe to the print edition or to have a 
digital copy sent directly to your inbox. 
 
 
GOD RESTORES 
Part of The Big God Story 
Jonah to Nehemiah 
The story from Jonah to Nehemiah shows a God who is righteous, yet looks on 
us with mercy and works to restore us to Himself. God wanted to restore more 
than a fallen city; He wanted to restore his people’s relationship with Him.  Our 
loving God is a God who restores. Restore means to bring back to a state of 
health.  

 

JUST FOR FUN 
Have each member of the family find a smooth stone in your yard or local 
surroundings. Ask everyone to think about something they can ask God to 
restore in their lives. Have each person use a permanent marker to write a word 
on the stone that indicates what was prayed about. Holding the stone, each 
person should say a silent prayer to God asking Him to restore this area of life. 
Finally, have each person store or hide the stone someplace that symbolizes the 
act of surrender to God. 

 
YOUNGER KIDS 
Restoration can be a difficult concept for your younger child to grasp. To provide 
a visual aid, try using some building blocks to build a tower and then knock it 
down. While re-building the tower exactly as it was, explain that this is what God 
does when He restores. God restores people (represented by the tower of 
blocks) who have made mistakes (shown by the wrecked tower) by forgiving their 
sins and restoring them back to their original good design just as He originally 
created them to be.  
 

OLDER KIDS 
Ask your child if they have ever had a falling out with a friend, and later became 
good friends again. Explain that this is a type of restoration. Encourage him to 
seek restoration with friends whenever there is a falling out. Remind him that just 
as God restores us to Himself, He also encourages us to restore our 
relationships with each other. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
• Judah was taken captive for 70 years. 
• God allowed the brutal Assyrians to conquer His people because of their sin 
and idolatry, in spite of repeated warnings. 
 
 

REMEMBER VERSE 
Let them know that you, whose name is the Lord— 

    that you alone are the Most High over all the earth. 
Psalm 83:18 

 
 
TEACHABLE MOMENTS 
Discuss the following together: 
• What does restore mean? 
• Has God ever restored something in your life? 
• What is something you can ask God to restore in your life today? 
 

BLESSING 
For more information about blessing your child see the Blessing section in 
HomeFront: A Spiritual Parenting Resource. 
 
A blessing to pray over your child: 
(Child’s name) may you come before the God of all grace in your 
brokenness. May you trust in Him to make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
May you always hope in the One who restores His people back to Himself. 
  


