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2.8

date: _____________

Bible Passage: 2 Chronicles 17—20

(Jehoshaphat)

God Is Victorious

REMEMBER VERSE

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, 
and the judgments he pronounced. 

1 Chronicles 16:11–12
Schedule 

CONNECT

10–20 minutes

GATHER

20–30 minutes

RESPOND

20–30 minutes

BLESS

10 minutes
Inspire
On June 23rd, 2011, my little family was evacuated from our home the first day the Waldo Canyon fire in southern Colorado started burning. It was far enough from our neighborhood that we were sure we’d be home again soon. But three days later (on our daughter’s first birthday), a “perfect storm” of dry, windy conditions drove the fire over the ridge and into populated areas. Our house was destroyed. The fire eventually claimed a total of 18,000 acres and 347 homes, totally altering that part of our city and creating many homeless, hurting families.

Needless to say, this was a very difficult time in our lives. But in spite of the circumstances, God worked in mighty ways and claimed victory over this tragedy. He used His people to provide for the victims of the fire both financially and emotionally. Countless friends, and even people we didn’t know, donated household items, clothes, food, toys, and more to our family. We received several encouraging notes filled with God’s words of comfort. He was so present with us as we began the healing process.

Throughout that season and ever since, my husband and I have felt God’s love and care overcome sadness and loss, creating a profound peace no earthly source could provide. He didn’t take away our grief entirely, but He built in us a deep and lasting trust in His goodness and provision. He opened our eyes to understand that He can be completely victorious over any situation.

Rebekah Largent

Tru Team

Equip
When biblical kings are evaluated, they’re measured against the standard of their father David, a king who trusted and followed God. Very few kings in the history of Judah were godly enough that it was said of them, “He walked in the ways of David.” However, Jehoshaphat is one of those kings. His reign was generally considered one of the bright spots in Judah’s history. What we learn from the life and reign of Jehoshaphat is that God gives victory to those who choose to follow Him.

King Jehoshaphat had many noteworthy accomplishments. He sought the true and living God to guide him in his decisions and led the people back to the Lord (2 Chronicles 19:4). He sent teachers throughout the land to teach the people the ways of the Lord (v. 17:7). His system of public instruction was based on teaching God’s Word. Jehoshaphat instituted judicial reform and appointed godly judges to preside over the courts in all the fortified cities in Judah, as well as appeals courts in Jerusalem (vv. 19:1–11). Under his leadership, Judah’s defenses were fortified—including fortified cities and storehouses to ensure Judah’s security. The Lord blessed Judah with a season of peace and prosperity. This blessing can be directly linked to Jehoshaphat’s heart and desire to follow God.

However, even with all the wonderful spiritual reforms he instituted, there was one area of King Jehoshaphat’s life where he didn’t seek the Lord. At this point in history, Israel was split into two kingdoms—north and south. The northern kingdom was known as Israel, the southern kingdom, Judah. Jehoshaphat made an alliance with Ahab in Israel to marry his son Jehoram to Athaliah, Ahab and Jezebel’s daughter. Through Athaliah, Baal worship was introduced into Judah. The wicked queen nearly single-handedly wiped out the royal line of the Messiah (2 Kings 11:1). This was a devastating time in the history of Judah.

As we look back at the faithfulness and mistakes of this human king, one thing remains the same. It is God, and God alone, who gives true victory to His people.

Further Resources 

Remember Verse Motions
Inspired by American Sign Language; demonstrated at www.signingsavvy.com and www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
Support
In this week’s portion of The Big God Story, we see God give victory to King Jehoshaphat and His people. Their enemies were out for blood, and there were a whole lot of them! God’s people had good reason to run away scared or bear down and try to figure out how to survive on their own. But they didn’t. Instead, they followed their king’s lead and chose to trust God for the victory. And as He always does, God came through for them. 

Most of us haven’t been on the front line of a physical battle, but as believers and leaders, we are camped out on the front line of a spiritual one every day of our lives. Reflect on the battles you’re facing in your life right now. Are you anxious about an uncertain or scary situation? Do you have a relationship that is strained, hurting, or downright broken? Are you feeling suffocated by stress or addiction? Spend a minute or two naming your battles. You can keep them in your head or write them down on a piece of paper.

Over and over throughout Scripture, God gives victory to His people. He wants to do the same in your life. God tells His people in Isaiah 41:13, “For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.” Spend a few minutes praying to God. You might even want to reach out your right hand as a physical symbol that you know God is taking hold of it. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to your spirit? Do you need to let go of something you’ve been holding so tightly to? Do you need to seek support and help from another believer or a professional? Do you need to simply lean back into the arms of your Father and trust that He’s got it (and you) in His hands? Ask God to fight for you. Thank Him for giving you victory. 

Tru Mission Statement
Tru helps kids and their families connect to God, find their place in His big story,
and respond to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Path: Seeing the Mission Statement in a Tru Lesson
	Connecting leaders to God …
	—>
	Inspire, Equip, and Support 

	Connecting children and their families to God …
	—>
	HomeFront Weekly and CONNECT

	… And His big story …
	—>
	GATHER

	… And inviting them to respond to Him …
	—>
	RESPOND

	… Through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	—>
	BLESS


Navigating Lesson 2.8

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	CONNECT
	—>
	NONSTANDARD SUPPLIES NEEDED

Stuffed animals (at least 3)

	GATHER
	—>
	Note

A Storytelling video is available for this lesson. 

Small Group Enhancements

As you place the weekly people squares on the timeline, invite children to help you storytell. The provided questions will prompt further conversation about what children have been experiencing. They’ll enjoy watching as the timeline fills week to week and their knowledge of The Big God Story grows.

	RESPOND
	—>
	NONSTANDARD SUPPLIES NEEDED

Assorted scrapbook papers (6)

Optional: laminator

	BLESS
	—>
	


HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare

	CONNECT


	The Winner

Stuffed animals (at least 3)

Laundry basket

Masking tape

Transition Song

Optional: “The Cleanup Song,” TruBlessings Worship

	GATHER


	Treasure Trunk

Gizmo puppet (see How It Works document for purchasing suggestion)

Story Spots

Welcome Song

Welcome Song pieces (see Resources and How It Works document) 

Bible

Remember Verse

Bible

Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

Upbeat worship music (suggestion: “I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) 

Ball (soft)

The Big God Story

Crown template (see Resources)

Card stock (1 sheet, yellow)

Construction paper (1 sheet, red)

Stapler

Scissors

Optional: Storytelling video (see Resources)
Wonder Questions

Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

Small bag with a drawstring

Prayers & Praises

Prayers & Praises book

Index cards

Pen or marker


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	RESPOND


	Engage: Casting Crowns

Matching Crowns template (see Resources)

Card stock (6 sheets, black)

Scrapbook paper (6 sheets, assorted) 

Glue

Optional: laminator
Create: Victory!

Worship music (suggestion: “I Trust You,” TruWorship Your Love)

	BLESS


	Blessing

HomeFront Weekly and Remember Verse cards (see Resources)


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

CONNECT:: 10–20 min.

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another, building the faith community using simple supplies and conversation starters.

Developmentally Speaking

Four-year-old children are learning to correctly identify colors and count to 10, or even 20. Many five-year-olds have mastered these skills but still enjoy and benefit from practicing them often. As children participate in activities throughout the lesson, give them opportunities to name colors and count out loud. Then encourage and affirm their efforts!
The Winner

SUPPLIES

• Stuffed animals (at least 3)

• Laundry basket 

• Masking tape

SET UP

Use masking tape to create a line on the floor, about three feet long. Place the laundry basket a couple feet from the line and set the stuffed animals in the basket. If you have a large group, you can set up more than one masking tape line and laundry basket with stuffed animals.
RELATE

Welcome children and invite them to sit on the floor near the laundry basket. Today we’re going to hear how God helped a king named Jehoshaphat (pronounced Je-HOSH-a-fat) win a battle. We all like to win games too! We’re going to play a game right now where we get to win and learn new things about each other. 

Have children line up behind the masking tape. Each child will have a chance to toss the stuffed animals into the laundry basket. (You might choose to refer to the basket as a “cage.”) Give each child as many chances as he needs to get three in the basket. If some children struggle to get the animals in the basket, move it closer. If the task seems too easy for others, move the basket farther away. Once a child tosses three animals into the basket, announce that she is a winner and lead the class in clapping and cheering for her. Have “the winner” tell the group her name and what type of animal is her favorite. Make sure every child has a chance to be “the winner.” If time allows, play another round and have children share another fact about themselves, like their favorite color or food. 

GATHER:: 20–30 min.

Children experience and learn about God through lively games, storytelling from The Big God Story, Wonder Questions, and prayer together as a faith community.

For detailed information on the GATHER section, including how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, please refer to the How It Works document for TruWonder Classroom Edition in the Resources.

Begin your time together in Gather with a Welcome Song. You can enhance this time with the Welcome Song pieces. Refer to the How it Works document for instructions for this resource.

Remember Verse 

SUPPLIES

• Bible

• Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

• Upbeat worship music (suggestion: “I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) 

• Ball (soft)

SET UP

Place the Remember Verse cards in the Bible.

RELATE

Friends, God’s words in the Bible are a wonderful treasure. I’m so thankful we have the Bible, and that together we can remember God’s words. Does anyone remember where we keep our Bible? Gizmo, do you remember? Gizmo nods and points to the Treasure Trunk. Of course! The Bible is in the Treasure Trunk! Can you get it for us Gizmo? Gizmo retrieves the Bible.
Does anyone know this week’s Remember Verse? Let’s find our verse in the Bible and read it together. Assist the children in finding 1 Chronicles 16:11–12. Our Remember Verse today says, “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced.” Who can tell me what that means? Interact with responses. Good thinking! God is so big (open your arms as wide as you can), and He is so strong (put your arms up in a strong motion) that we can look to Him for everything we need. This verse can help remind us that God is always there for us! 
REMEMBER VERSE

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced. 

1 Chronicles 16:11–12

REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS

judgments: decisions
pronounced: spoke or gave

Remember Verse Motions

Look to the Lord: Place right hand like a shade above eyebrows.

and his strength: Hold up both arms and flex bicep muscles.

seek his face always: Place pointer finger at top of head and move finger in a circle around your face.

Remember the wonders he has done: Open up both hands to the sky and look upward.

his miracles: Hold open hands in front of you.

and the judgments he pronounced: Hit right fist to left open palm.

THE REMEMBER VERSE GAME

Say the verse together several times as a group. Once children seem to have it down, gather them in a circle on the floor. Explain that each child must pass the ball while the music is playing. When the music stops, whoever is holding the ball gets to share the Remember Verse. Continue until most kids have had a turn. 
The Big God Story
2 Chronicles 17—20

Storytelling Technique: Verbal and Active Participation

Prayer of Release

The Prayer of Release is a time for children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. As you pray, encourage children to hold their hands out in front of them as if releasing their worries and distractions. This posture also shows they’re open to receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them. 
SUPPLIES

• Crown template (see Resources)

• Card stock (1 sheet, yellow)

• Construction paper (1 sheet, red)

• Stapler

• Scissors

• Optional: Storytelling video (see Resources) 

PREPARE AHEAD

Cut a heart shape out of the red construction paper. Print the Crown template onto the yellow card stock and cut it out. Shape it into a crown that can fit onto a child’s head and staple it together.

RELATE

After you’re finished with the Remember Verse game, invite children to get their wiggles out, return to their Story Spots in the GATHER circle time area, and have a seat. 
Friends, today we’re going to celebrate that God is victorious! First let’s pray together and ask God to help us understand what He wants to teach us. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release.
In our storytelling, we’re going to hear the word “victory.” Victory means to win. In today’s part of The Big God Story, God gave King Jehoshaphat victory in a battle. God is victorious. Have a volunteer demonstrate victory motions by pumping his fist in the air or putting his hands up in the air. Have you ever gone to a football or basketball game? Or have you seen one on TV? Interact with children’s answers. Well, the players on those sports teams are trying hard to win—they want the victory. And they often have cheerleaders there to cheer for them. Do you know what I think? I think we should try cheering during this part of The Big God Story. Let’s practice now by shouting “You’re doing great!” and “Go, go!” together. Lead children in these simple cheers. Great job! You just might be surprised at whom we’re going to cheer for! So let’s get ready by turning up our listening ears. Place hands behind ears and encourage children to do same motion.
Invite a volunteer to help with the beginning of The Big God Story. There once was a king named David (place crown on volunteer’s head) who loved God very much (have child hold paper heart). Do you remember how Samuel anointed David to be king? We learned about that a few weeks ago. David followed God with his whole life. Sadly, after David there were other kings who didn’t follow and trust God. Have volunteer return crown and heart and sit down. However, there was a king named Jehoshaphat (pronounced Je-HOSH-a-fat) who did follow God (have another volunteer come up, place crown on head). Jehoshaphat wasn’t perfect, but he was a good king who loved and trusted God very much (have volunteer hold paper heart). 

One day, people from other countries came to fight against King Jehoshaphat and God’s people. King Jehoshaphat knew he could trust God to give His people victory in battle because God is victorious. King Jehoshaphat prayed to God, “We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you” (2 Chronicles 20:12). What do you think that means? Interact with answers. Good thinking! That means that instead of worrying, King Jehoshaphat and God’s people trusted that God would take care of them. This sounds to me like a good time for a cheer. Let’s cheer together and say: Go, God, go! Go, God, go! Yay! Have children stand and join in chanting the cheer several times. Raise fists above heads or jump up and down. Have children sit back down when finished cheering. Friends, why are we cheering for God? Allow children to answer. Good thinking. Because, we know that God is the One who takes care of His people. 

Well, as the battle drew near, it looked like there weren’t enough of God’s people to win. But a messenger from God told the king and the people not to be afraid. He told them to stand together and watch what God was going to do for them. Let’s do our cheer again: Go, God, go! Go, God, go! Yay! Have children stand and join in chanting the cheer several times. Again, lead kids in raising fists above head or jumping up and down. Have children sit down. King Jehoshaphat was so thankful that God was with them. He fell to the ground and began to worship God, saying, “His love is forever!” Let’s say that together: “His love is forever!” 

King Jehoshaphat and God’s people sang and worshipped together, and God helped them win. Let’s do our cheer one last time: Go, God, go! Go, God, go! Yay! Have children stand and join in actively chanting the cheer several times. Then have children sit back down. King Jehoshaphat knew God would give them the victory. God is victorious. God loves His people and is faithful to care for them. Next time we’re together we’ll hear more of The Big God Story, and about how God cared for and healed a man named Naaman. God is so good, and we have so much to cheer about. When we pray to God for His help and show that we trust Him, God will give us strength and everything we need to follow Him. God is victorious! 
Wonder Questions 

SUPPLIES

• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

• Small bag with a drawstring

I wonder … Would it be easy or hard for King Jehoshaphat to follow God when so many others forgot Him?
I wonder … When has God taken care of me?
I wonder … How can I remember that God is victorious?
Prayers & Praises 

SUPPLIES

• Prayers & Praises book

• Index cards

• Pen or marker 

SET UP

Place the Prayers & Praises book in the Treasure Trunk. 
RELATE

After your time discussing the Wonder Questions, you’ll have the opportunity to pray with and for each of the children in your group. King Jehoshaphat and God’s people trusted God, and God showed them that He is victorious. He always wins! As they watched God protect them and take care of them, they were amazed and began to praise God. 

Friends, God’s love is forever! Let’s take some time to tell God how thankful we are that His love never ends. Dear God, thank You so much for always loving me and taking care of me. Allow children time to participate, encouraging them to speak their own words or to repeat your general statement. Close as the Holy Spirit directs you.
I love getting to praise God with you. Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned and let the children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week. 
RESPOND:: 20–30 min.

Children process what the Holy Spirit has been teaching and respond to God through collaborative and individual worship, and various forms of play including interactive games, activities, experiments, and more.

Engage: Casting Crowns
SUPPLIES

• Matching Crowns template (see Resources)

• Card stock (6 sheets, black)

• Scrapbook paper (6 sheets, assorted)

• Glue

• Optional: laminator 

PREPARE AHEAD

Use the Matching Crowns template to cut 12 crowns out of black card stock. Then use the template to cut two crowns out of each sheet of scrapbook paper. Optional: You may choose to laminate the crowns for durability if you have multiple groups. Glue one black crown to the back of each patterned crown, so the black completely covers one of the patterned sides. You may choose to make two sets if you have a large group. 

SET UP

Mix up the crowns and set them out with the black sides facing up. 

RELATE

Invite children to sit in a circle around the crowns. It was so good to pray and praise God with you. Today we heard how King Jehoshaphat trusted God and God gave him victory in battle. When we trust God, we too can see that God is victorious! To help remind us of the victory God gave to King Jehoshaphat, let’s play a game with crowns.

To play this game, encourage kids to take turns flipping over the crowns, two at a time, to try to find a matching pair. When kids find a pair that matches, they get to hold on to them until the game is over. The child who has the most matching crowns at the end of the game is the winner.  
Create: Victory!
SUPPLIES

• Worship music (suggestion: “I Trust You,” TruWorship Your Love)

RELATE

Make sure the crowns are all put away and gather your children into a circle again. God is victorious and He can give us victory in our lives too. Because of this, we can trust Him. That means that when we’re sad or scared, we can believe that God is always with us and that He loves us no matter what. 

Let’s spend a few minutes asking God to help us when we’re sad or scared. What’s something that makes you feel sad or scared? Interact with children. Let’s pray and ask God to help us during these times. I’ll start. God, help me not to be sad at nap time. Give me victory. Now you can pray out loud like I did, or quietly in your mind by asking God to help you when you’re sad or scared. Pause and give children time to pray silently or out loud.
God can help us just as He helped King Jehoshaphat. When God won the battle for His people, they worshipped God by singing Him a song. Let’s sing a song of worship to Him to thank Him for giving us victory! Consider singing “I Trust You” from TruWorship Your Love. 
WANT MORE?
You might lead your children in motions during the song or invite your group to choose a posture of worship such as walking around the room together during the verses of the song and then bowing down during the chorus.
BLESS:: 10 min.

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes each other at the close of the time together. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

Before your children leave today, you have the privilege of blessing them. Invite kids to stand in a circle with their hands out in front of them, palms facing up. Remind them that this is a posture that demonstrates a readiness to receive from God. Begin by reading Isaiah 41:13 over your children. Tell them that God spoke these words to His people in the Bible: 

For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.
Next, invite your children to say some of the words from Isaiah 41:13 as a blessing to one another. Have children repeat this line after you: God says, “For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand.” Then, encourage your children to take the right hand of the person on their left. Have children complete the blessing by repeating: He tells us, “Do not fear; I will help you.” Then, invite children to turn to each other and say, Do not fear, (child inserts friend’s name), God will help you.

Then close your time by speaking the following words over your children:

Friends, the Lord God is with you today and always. May you always listen closely for His voice and learn to trust Him. He is victorious!
Note to Leaders

Remember to give the children a Remember Verse card before they leave so they’ll have a chance to memorize the verse during the week with their parents.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
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