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True	Family	Portrait:	Saul	Acts	7:58-8:3;	9:1-19	
WCP	

Intro	
[Aug. 4, 1944] “It was around ten-thirty. I was upstairs with the Van Pelses in 
Peter’s room and I was helping him with his schoolwork… Suddenly someone 
came running up the stairs…then the door opened and a man was standing right 
in front of us with a gun in his hand and it was pointed at us… Downstairs 
everyone was gathered. My wife, the children, and the Van Pelses stood there 
with their hands up.”                   
– Otto Frank 

This	is	the	chilling	testimony	of	Otto	Frank	the	day	he	and	his	family	were	
discovered/arrested	hiding	in	a	secret	annex	behind	the	bookcase	in	Nazi	occupied	Amsterdam.	
Otto	Frank	was	the	father	to	Anne	Frank	whose	diary	that	she	wrote	during	the	two	years	that	
she	and	her	family	were	hiding	in	the	secret	annex,	we	still	read	today,	and	which	has	been	
made	into	numerous	films,	documentaries,	and	plays.			

If	you’ve	read	her	diary	or	seen	the	films,	one	of	the	first	things	you	pick	up	on	is	the	
rapidly	shifting	political	climate	in	Europe	leading	up	to	the	invasion/capture	of	Amsterdam	in	
1940,	which	would	eventually	lead	to	Anne	and	her	family	having	to	go	into	hiding.		And	one	of	
the	other	things	you	absolutely	feel	throughout	is	the	stress	and	daily	terror	of	knowing	you	are	
being	hunted.		There’s	something	savage,	even	animalistic,	about	people	hunting	other	people,	
and	I	think	we	rightly	characterize	the	Nazi	efforts	to	cleanse	Europe	of	the	Jews	as	beastly	and	
inhumane.	

	
Well,	we’re	concluding	our	series	this	morning	entitled	True	Family	Portrait	where	

we’ve	spent	the	last	five	weeks	looking	at	some	of	the	most	infamous	sinners	and	outlaws	in	
the	bible	who	also	happen	to	very	much	a	part	of	the	family	of	God.		And	the	purpose	behind	
that	for	us	has	been	two-fold:	I’ve	wanted	to	help	us	shed	that	cleaned	up/photo-shopped	
version	of	what	people	often	tend	to	think	the	family	of	God	looks	like,	and	give	us	a	biblical	
picture	of	what	it	actually	looks	like	in	its	place;	the	hope	is	that	this	would	keep	us	from	trying	
to	prop-up	a	false	picture	like	that	ourselves	either	in	this	church	or	in	our	daily	lives.		The	other	
purpose	is	to	show	us	in	every	case	God’s	unhindered	ability	to	transform	and	use	even	the	
most	unlikely	and	unexpected	of	people	in	His	kingdom;	this	is	to	help	us	see	God’s	ability	to	
also	use	misfits	and	outlaws	like	you	and	I	as	well.	

And	we’re	going	to	need	to	keep	those	two	purposes	very	much	in	mind	this	morning	as	
we	come	to	our	last	true	family	portrait.		Because	although	each	of	the	people	we’ve	looked	at	
thus	far	have	perhaps	only	called	for	a	measured	questioning	as	to	how	they	could	be	included	
in	the	family	of	God,	when	it	comes	to	a	man	like	Saul	of	Tarsus,	there	would	appear	to	be	no	
questioning	required.		Because	Saul	wasn’t	just	some	anti-Christian	intellect	like	Richard	
Dawkins	who	just	thinks	Christians	are	stupid.	Saul	of	Tarsus	was	a	persecutor	of	Jesus’	
followers	and	a	hunter	of	men	and	women	belonging	to	“the	Way”;	in	fact	it	wouldn’t	be	
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inappropriate	at	all	to	picture	Saul	in	a	Gestapo	uniform,	leading	a	band	of	foot	soldiers	through	
the	streets	at	night	to	snuff	out	this	flickering	heretical	faction	by	any	means	necessary.	

This	pre-conversion	picture	of	the	apostle	Paul	that	Luke	gives	us	here	in	our	passage	
could	not	be	more	terrifying	and	yet	–	in	light	of	that	–	it	could	also	not	be	a	more	perfect	way	
to	conclude	this	series,	as	we	see	unquestioned	power	of	the	gospel	to	transform	even	the	
“chief	of	sinners.”	

So,	in	order	to	do	that,	I	want	us	to	look	at	our	passage	this	morning	in	three	ways:	
we’re	going	to	look	at	the	enemy	of	the	state,	Inside	out,	and	then	finally	my	brother’s	keeper	
(x2).	

So,	if	you’ve	closed	your	bibles,	please	open	them	again	to	Acts	7:58	and	we’ll	dig	into	
this	together.	
	
	
	
	
So	let’s	start	out	by	looking	at:	

1. Enemy	of	the	state	–	Acts	7:58	–	8:3	
If	you	look	at	vs.	58	of	chapter	7,	it’s	almost	cinematic	the	way	Luke	introduces	us	to	this	

man	Saul.	We’re	right	in	the	middle	of	this	horrific	scene	where	Stephen	is	giving	his	defence	
before	the	religious	leaders,	and	he	so	enrages	them	by	what	he	says	that	they	drag	him	out	of	
the	city	to	stone	him.	And	if	you	think	about	it,	it’s	really	a	sickening	detail	to	mention	that	
these	men	have	all	taken	off	their	coats	and	laid	them	at	the	feet	of	this	young	man	named	
Saul,	b/c	we	know	that	the	reason	they’re	doing	this	is	so	that	they	can	be	less	encumbered	as	
they	throw	stones	at	Stephen!	And	yet	the	comment	is	also	so	parenthetical	that	–	if	you	didn’t	
know	the	rest	of	the	story	–	you’d	wonder	why	Luke	even	mentions	it.		So	before	this	seemingly	
insignificant	detail	slips	from	our	memory,	we	see	that	at	the	end	of	the	paragraph,	Luke	
mentions	Saul	again;	this	time	telling	us	that	–	much	more	than	just	a	coat	holder	–	Saul	was	
there	really	as	an	overseer	to	this	execution;	giving	his	approval	to	Stephen’s	death.	

And	whether	you	want	to	call	it	the	straw	that	broke	the	camel’s	back	or	the	first	punch	
thrown	in	a	fight,	but	as	a	result	of	this	event	–	we	see	at	the	beginning	of	chapter	8	–	that	a	
great	persecution	breaks	out	against	the	church	in	Jerusalem;	almost	as	if	Saul	and	the	other	
religious	leaders	were	so	emboldened	by	carrying	out	this	act	of	summary	justice	that	they	are	
stirred	to	a	fanatical	fury	to	treat	all	of	these	followers	of	Jesus	with	the	same	violence.	

And	it	is	because	of	this	persecution	that	the	church	in	Jerusalem	is	scattered	throughout	
Judea	and	Samaria,	which	sounds	like	a	bad	thing	–	and	of	course	it	was.		But	if	you	remember	
Jesus’	words	to	His	disciples	at	the	beginning	of	the	book	of	Acts	just	before	He	ascended	into	
heaven,	these	are	actually	the	very	places	He	had	commanded	them	to	go	and	to	be	His	
witnesses.			

So	if	you	look	with	me	in	vs.	3,	we	see	that	Saul	is	very	much	the	one	leading	this	charge	
against	Jesus’	followers;	ruthlessly	dragging	away	men	and	women	right	from	out	of	their	own	
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homes,	and	putting	them	into	prison!	The	NIV	states	that	he	began	to	“destroy”	the	church;	
some	translations	have	this	as	that	Saul	began	to	“ravage”	the	church.		The	word	in	Greek	is	a	
strong	expression	used	to	describe	wild	animals	tearing	at	raw	flesh!		One	commentator	notes	
that	Saul	so	much	embodied	the	persecution	of	God’s	church	in	himself	that	the	church	is	
described	as	experiencing	“peace”	upon	his	conversion	(9:31).		And	yet	we	also	see	-	as	is	
always	the	case	–	that	whatever	Satan	and	his	forces	appear	to	be	doing	to	tear	apart	God’s	
church,	is	actually	only	serving	to	bring	about	God’s	intended	ends.	Jesus	had	told	his	disciples	
to	go	and	be	witnesses	in	Judea	and	Samaria	and	now	–	though	likely	not	by	the	means	they	
would	have	chosen	–	they	are	in	fact	spreading	out	to	those	places	now.	
App	

But	in	order	to	help	us	be	grown	by	what	we	read	here,	I	want	you	to	put	yourself	into	
the	shoes	of	this	early	persecuted	church	for	a	minute.		Imagine	how	you’d	feel	having	to	flee	
your	homes	or	perhaps	be	hidden	like	Anne	Frank	and	her	family	were,	as	this	man	Saul	goes	
around	the	city	hunting	you	like	an	animal,	solely	because	of	your	allegiance	with	Jesus.	How	
would	you	be	feeling	about	Saul?		And	beyond	that,	how	would	you	be	feeling	about	Jesus	and	
His	church	now?	

Most	of	us	in	North	America	don’t	have	any	concept	of	what	it	feels	like	to	experience	
persecution	like	this	for	our	faith;	to	be	hunted	and	despised	simply	b/c	of	what	you	believe.		
But	I	wonder	if	–	even	in	a	context	where	this	kind	of	persecution	was	more	prevalent	–	the	
believers	in	this	early	church	didn’t	have	massive	questions	and	doubts	as	to	God’s	ability	to	
protect	them	in	the	midst	of	all	this.		I	mean,	here	they	were	already	enduring	the	scorn	of	their	
devout	Jewish	family	members/synagogue	leaders	because	of	their	association	with	Jesus.		Why	
wasn’t	God	protecting	them?		Why	would	He	allow	these	terrible	things	to	happen	to	His	
people?	

And	the	lesson	in	those	very	real	questions	for	all	of	us	is	that	we	need	to	be	very	careful	
about	judging	the	love	of	God	and	His	care	for	His	church	by	looking	at	external	circumstances	
alone.		God	is	accomplishing	all	kinds	of	things	right	now	through	these	circumstances,	both	in	
the	life	of	His	church	as	well	as	in	Saul,	but	if	you	just	looked	at	the	bare	facts	alone	there	is	no	
way	you’d	be	able	to	see	that.		And	it’s	important	to	note	as	well	that	at	no	time	does	God	even	
give	the	church	a	heads-up	as	to	what’s	coming	or	an	insight	into	why	He’s	doing	this.		But	it’s	
clear	as	we	read	on	that	God	is	accomplishing	His	perfect	will	here	and	that	He	is	in	absolute	
control	throughout.	

So	it’s	just	as	we	said	last	week:	the	Christian	life	is,	in	part,	a	submission	to	the	belief	
that	wherever	God’s	word	speaks,	He	knows	better	than	we	do,	as	well	as	a	trust	that	where	He	
is	silent,	He	is	still	for	us.	
	
	
	
Ok,	so	that’s	our	introduction	to	Saul,	this	enemy	of	the	state.		Next,	Luke	is	going	to	give	us	a	
massive	peek	into	the	secret	providence	of	God	through	the	life	of	Saul.		So	let’s	look	now	at:	
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2. Inside	out	–	Acts	9:1-9	
When	we	get	to	chapter	9	now	–	look	with	me	there	–	we	see	in	vss.	1-2	that	Saul	has	not	

slowed	at	all	in	his	ravaging	pursuit.	And	in	fact,	now	that	he’s	cleaned	up	more	or	less	around	
Jerusalem,	he’s	asked	for	letters	from	the	high	priest	to	go	to	Damascus	and	do	the	same	thing	
there!		

But	now	we	see	in	vs.	3	that	–	somewhere	along	the	242	KM	hike	to	Damascus	(about	the	
distance	from	here	to	Kelowna)	–	God	has	very	certainly	placed	His	boundary	marker	on	the	life	
of	Saul.	And	in	a	converting	act	unparalleled	anywhere	else	in	the	NT,	the	resurrected	Jesus	
appears	to	Saul	in	a	blinding	flash	of	light	and	he	falls	to	the	ground.		

	And	Jesus’	words	to	Saul	are	very	interesting.		You	notice	at	the	end	of	vs.	4	there	that	
when	He	speaks	to	Saul,	He	doesn’t	say,	“Why	are	you	persecuting	the	church?”	or	“Why	are	
you	harming	My	followers?”	He	says,	“Why	are	you	persecuting	Me?”	Now,	Saul	is	clearly	
gobsmacked	in	this	moment,	and	in	vs.	5	we	see	him	asking,	basically,	“What	do	you	mean	
‘me’?		Who’s	‘me’?”	although	Saul	does	recognize	that	this	is	some	heavenly/angelic	person	
which	is	why	he	calls	him	“Lord.”		And	then	at	the	end	of	vs.	5	we	read	(READ	vs.	5b)	And	what	
is	so	incredible	to	see	here	is	that	Jesus	Christ	so	intimately	identifies	with	His	church,	that	He	
can	say	to	Saul,	“When	you	persecute	My	church,	you	are	also	persecuting	Me!”	And	there’s	a	
corollary	to	this,	of	course,	in	Matthew’s	gospel	Ch.	25	where	Jesus	tells	those	who	visited	the	
imprisoned,	fed	the	hungry	and	clothed	the	naked,	that	when	they	did	those	things,	they	
weren’t	just	doing	it	for	them,	they	were	doing	it	for	Him	as	well!	

Now,	if	you	look	at	vs.	7	we	see	here,	as	well	as	in	other	places	where	this	event	is	
recounted,	that	Saul’s	travelling	companions	hear	the	sound	of	this	encounter	as	well,	although	
they	don’t	see	who	it	is	that	is	talking	to	Saul.		It	seems,	again,	like	a	strange	detail	to	add,	but	
remember	that	Luke	(the	author	of	Luke	as	well	as	Acts)	is	a	doctor;	and	he’s	compiling	all	this	
information	from	a	philosophical/theological	point	of	view,	but	also	from	a	forensic/legal	point	
of	view	as	well.		And	when	you	have	an	encounter	like	this	out	in	the	middle	of	the	desert	on	a	
hot	sunny	afternoon,	what	better	way	to	corroborate	Saul’s	testimony	than	to	say,	“Actually,	
this	wasn’t	just	that	Saul	has	been	out	in	the	sun	too	long	and	was	hallucinating;	his	travelling	
companions	heard	the	same	voice	that	he	did!”	

Jesus	then	tells	Saul	to	get	up	and	go	into	Damascus	and	wait	for	further	instructions,	but	
we	see	in	vs.	8	that	when	he	gets	up,	he	is	now	completely	blind	and	has	to	be	led	by	the	hand	
into	the	city.		And	just	imagine	the	humiliation	of	this;	for	here	is	the	great	Saul	of	Tarsus,	
coming	to	“ravage”	the	church	in	Damascus,	showing	up	like	some	90-year-old	man	with	a	
walker!		This	would	be	like	Cinderella	thinking	she	was	showing	up	for	the	ball	in	a	beautiful	
carriage,	but	forgetting	it	was	daylight	savings	that	night,	so	instead,	she	arrives	sitting	on	a	
pumpkin.	

But	what	I	find	incredibly	interesting	about	Saul’s	blindness,	as	commentator	Bruce	Milne	
points	out	–	much	like	two	weeks	ago	when	we	saw	God	causing	king	Nebuchadnezzar	to	lose	
his	mind	and	take	on	the	characteristics	of	an	animal	to	mirror	the	animal-like	pride	inside	his	
heart	–	here	we	see	Saul’s	physical	condition	humiliatingly	epitomizing	the	spiritual	
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darkness/helplessness	of	his	heart.	Literally,	God	is	turning	Saul	“inside	out”	so	that	what	is	true	
of	him	spiritually	is	now	also	true	of	him	externally/physically.	

Saul	had	devoted	his	life	to	persecuting	the	followers	of	this	liar/false	prophet	Jesus	and	
stamping	out	this	heretical	cult,	only	to	meet	this	Jesus	he’d	been	told	was	a	crucified	fake	face	
to	face	and	see	just	how	blind	he	had	been	all	this	time.		And	if	you	look	at	the	end	of	vs.	9,	he’s	
so	devastated	by	this	encounter	that	he’s	not	able	to	eat	or	drink	anything	for	three	days!	
	
App	

Now,	Saul	–	who	is	later	called	Paul	–	recounts	this	story	of	his	conversion	a	number	of	
different	times	in	the	book	of	Acts	as	well	as	in	his	other	letters	he	authored	himself.		And	
what’s	really	interesting	to	see	is	that	in	his	recounting	of	this	event	in	Acts	26,	he	includes	a	
more	detailed	account	of	what	Jesus	said	to	him	on	the	road	to	Damascus.		And	along	with	the	
same	words,	“Saul,	Saul,	why	do	you	persecute	me?”	we’re	told	Jesus	also	says	to	him,	“It	is	
hard	for	you	to	kick	against	the	goads.”	

Now,	what	in	the	world	are	goads	and	what	does	that	have	to	do	with	anything?		Well,	I	
point	this	out	because	we	often	look	at	Saul’s	conversion	on	the	road	to	Damascus	as	this	
dramatic,	instantaneous	conversion	experience.		Now,	it	certainly	was	dramatic,	but	I’d	like	you	
to	consider	that	perhaps	it	wasn’t	as	instantaneous	as	it	might	appear.	

Because	you	see,	a	goad	was	a	sharpened	stick/poll;	the	tool	of	both	a	shepherd	and	a	
ploughman	to	direct	an	animal	in	the	way	you	want	to	lead	it.		And	if	the	animal	was	stubborn	
and	didn’t	want	to	go	where	you	were	leading	it,	it	would	try	to	kick	back,	only	to	kick	against	
the	point	of	the	goad	and	–	theoretically	–	not	make	that	mistake	again.	

But	you	see	–	as	pastor/author	Tim	Keller	pointed	out	for	me	–	in	using	this	expression	
in	rebuking	Saul,	Jesus	is	intimating	that	He	has	been	leading	Saul	to	Himself	for	a	while	now;	
from	what	Saul	has	been	hearing	about	this	Jesus,	to	Stephen’s	testimony,	to	the	likely	
prompting	of	the	Holy	Spirit	as	well,	and	Saul	has	simply	been	kicking	back	at	the	leading/goads	
of	the	good	Shepherd.	

And	maybe	you’re	here	this	morning	and	there’s	someone	in	your	life	that	you’ve	been	
praying	for	for	years,	that’s	either	disinterested	or	even	hostile	to	the	gospel;	and	maybe	you’re	
wondering	what’s	the	point	of	praying/trying	to	tell	them	about	Jesus	anymore.	I	can	tell	you	
the	point	in	three	words:	Saul	of	Tarsus.	

God	was	able	to	transform	the	church’s	most	fierce	persecutor	into	its	greatest	
missionary;	a	murderer	and	a	blasphemer	into	the	author	of	almost	half	of	the	NT.	If	He	could	
do	that	in	a	way	that	was	observable	to	no	one	but	Himself,	then	it	stands	to	reason	that	He	
could	be	doing	the	exact	same	thing	in	the	life	of	that	person	you’re	praying	for,	no	matter	how	
far	from	Him	they	seem	presently.		Bottom	line:	don’t	stop	praying/hoping.	
	
So,	we’ve	looked	at	Saul	as	the	enemy	of	the	state,	and	we’ve	seen	as	well	how	God	turned	
Saul	Inside	out	on	the	road	to	Damascus.		The	last	thing	we’ll	look	at	this	morning	has	particular	
relevance	to	us	as	a	church.		So	let’s	look	lastly	at:	
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3. My	brother’s	keeper	–	Acts	9:10-19	
Now,	in	using	that	term	“brother’s	keeper”	I’m	referring	specifically	to	a	story	in	Genesis	4	

where	Cain	has	just	killed	his	brother	Abel.		When	God	asks	Cain	where	his	brother	is,	he	
replies,	“I	don’t	know.		Am	I	my	brother’s	keeper?”		And,	BTW,	the	answer	to	that	question	is	
‘yes.’	So	in	a	sense,	I’m	co-opting	the	term	in	order	to	express	a	call	to	care	for	our	brothers	and	
sisters	that	I	believe	God	puts	on	all	His	family	members.	

Now	there’s	a	lot	of	crazy/jacked-up	things	God	asks	people	to	do	throughout	the	bible.		In	
one	place	Jesus	asks	His	disciples	to	feed	5000	people	gathered	to	hear	Him	preach;	in	another	
place,	God	asks	the	prophet	Isaiah	to	walk	around	Israel	naked	for	three	years	as	a	way	to	
testify	to	them	about	their	shameful	spiritual	condition	before	Him.		But	ranking	right	up	there	
near	the	top	ten	on	that	has	list	has	got	to	be	what	we	see	in	the	remainder	of	Acts	9,	as	God	
calls	someone	who’s	already	a	part	of	His	family	–	Ananias	-	to	go	where	Saul	is	staying	in	town	
and	to	pray	for	him	to	be	healed!	To	which	Ananias	rightly	responds,	“…	hmmmm???		Sorry	
Jesus,	it	totally	sounded	like	You	just	said	You	wanted	me	to	go	and	pray	for	Saul,	the	guy	here	
with	papers	from	the	high	priest	to	arrest	us	all	and	drag	us	off	to	prison	….”		But,	look	at	vs.	15-
16,	God	says	(READ	vs.	15-16).	

So	God	has	had	a	plan	all	this	time	to	reach	the	Gentiles	along	with	His	own	people	with	the	
message	of	the	gospel;	and	God	says	His	plan	very	much	includes	this	man	Saul	as	His	“chosen	
instrument”	to	carry	that	out.		It’s	not	going	to	be	easy	by	any	means;	you	see	how	God	says	in	
vs.	16,	“I	will	show	him	how	much	he	must	suffer	for	My	name.”	But	Ananias	is	an	example	here	
of	trusting	obedience	even	when	all	outward	appearances/his	logic	tell	him	God	is	mistaken.	

And	then	we	read	this	in	vs.	17	–	look	with	me	there.	(READ	vs.	17a).	Now	think	about	how	
that	must	have	felt	for	Ananias;	not	only	to	walk	all	the	way	over	to	this	house	where	Saul	was	
staying	wondering	the	whole	way	if	he	was	walking	right	into	a	knife-point,	but	then	to	walk	up	
to	this	fearsome,	despicable,	enemy	and	call	him,	“Brother	Saul!”		

Just	let	that	sit	with	you	for	a	second	to	feel	the	weight	of	it.		This	would	be	like	one	of	
those	masked	ISIS	soldiers	who	beheaded	those	Coptic	Christians	on	the	beach;	passionate	and	
zealous	in	their	hatred	of	Jesus	and	all	who	follow	Him	–	that	guy	–	being	converted	to	faith	in	
Jesus	and	showing	up	at	church	one	Sunday	or	coming	to	your	home	group.	

And	actually,	for	the	next	few	years,	that	is	almost	Paul’s	exact	experience	in	every	place	he	
goes	b/c	he’s	so	known/recognizable	by	everyone	as	someone	that	hates	“the	Way”	(which	is	
what	Christianity	was	called	at	first)	that	when	he	walks	into	a	church/home	everyone	is	looking	
for	the	exits	or	keeping	their	hand	on	their	pepper	spray.	

But	the	means	of	Saul’s	healing	and	receiving	of	the	Spirit	is	by	a	man	God	calls	to	welcome	
Saul	into	the	family	–	not	as	a	probationary	member	–	but	as	a	fellow	brother.		And	we	see	in	
vss.	17-19		we	see	Saul	healed	from	his	blindness,	baptized,	and	beginning	a	whole	new	life	as	a	
servant	of	the	risen	Jesus.	
App	

And	we	look	at	that,	and	we	think,	“Wow!	Isn’t	that	incredible	that	God	would	save	
someone	like	Saul	and	bring	him	into	His	family!?		And	then	we’d	probably	even	want	to	add	
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how	unbelievable	it	is	that	God	would	call	Ananias	to	such	a	task	of	praying	for/welcoming	Saul	
into	God’s	family	too.		But	I	just	want	to	ask	you:	when	you	think	about	the	unworthiness	of	
every	single	one	of	us	here	in	here	-	although	Saul’s	case	is	undoubtedly	extreme	-	isn’t	every	
addition	to	God’s	family	an	act	of	sheer	grace	on	God’s	part?	And	then	-	harder	still	–	don’t	you	
see	that	God	has	also	called	every	single	one	of	us	to	be	greeters;	standing	at	the	door	of	God’s	
kingdom	to	welcome	in	new	family	members,	just	like	Ananias?			
	
Conclusion	

Think	of	the	people	we’ve	looked	at	in	this	series:	Jacob	(liar);	king	David	(adulterer);	
Nebuchadnezzar	(prideful);	Peter	(coward)	and	finally	today,	Saul	(murderer).		Just	picture	that	
list	in	your	head	and	then	imagine	those	same	people	sitting	right	beside	you	in	this	service/at	a	
family	Christmas	dinner.	

It’s	hard	for	us	to	imagine,	and	yet	this	is	the	picture	God	gives	us	in	His	word	of	what	
His	family	actually	looks	like;	this	is	the	true	family	portrait	of	God’s	family.	Not	people	who	
stay	in	these	places	of	brokenness,	but	absolutely	people	who’ve	come	from	them.	

And	as	gently	(and	yet	forcefully)	as	I	can	say	this,	I	need	you	to	hear	me	say:	you	don’t	
actually	need	to	“imagine”	what	that	would	be	like	to	sit	beside	those	people	as	fellow	family	
members	in	God’s	family;	you	already	are!	You	already	are	sitting	beside	those	same	people.		
And	just	like	Ananias,	God	has	called	each	of	us	who’ve	been	saved	by	that	very	same	grace	–	
not	to	be	bouncers	guarding	His	kingdom	-	but	to	be	welcomers/greeters	into	it.	

Who	are	the	people	God	is	calling/goading	towards	Himself	that	you	believe	are	beyond	
His	reach?	Who	is	that	person	you’ve	given	up	praying	for	b/c	they	just	seemed	too	
resistant/hostile	to	the	gospel	message?	Have	that	person	in	your	mind	and	then	remember	
Jacob;	king	David;	Nebuchadnezzar;	Peter;	and	Saul	of	Tarsus.		Those	are	the	kind	of	people	God	
makes	up	His	family	with	and	–	as	that	same	Saul	turned	apostle	Paul	says	in	1	Cor.	6:11	–	and	
such	were	some	of	you!	No,	maybe	you	weren’t	as	far	gone	as	some	of	these	guys;	maybe	you	
were	even	further	gone.		But,	wherever	you’re	starting	from	this	morning,	know	that	the	
ground	beside	the	cross	of	Jesus	Christ	is	equal	and	level.		And	-	as	one	pastor	so	perfectly	says	
it	–	no	one	in	this	place	stands	leaning	against	that	cross;	all	of	us	can	only	humbly	bow	before	
it	calling	out	to	all	who	will	listen,	‘there’s	room!’	

In	1	John	3:1,	we	read	these	amazing	words,	“See	what	kind	of	love	the	Father	has	given	
to	us,	that	we	should	be	called	the	children	of	God;	and	so	we	are.”		When	you	look	around	at	
this	motley	bunch	of	misfits/outlaws;	this	true	family	portrait	of	your	brothers	and	sisters,	it	
says	nothing	about	the	worthiness	of	anyone	to	be	welcomed	into	the	family,	and	everything	
about	the	kind	of	love	the	Father	has	to	welcome	sinners	like	you	and	me	into	His	family.		And	
though	we	may	rightly	fear	His	rejection/condemnation	b/c	of	our	unworthiness,	because	of	
what	Jesus	did	on	our	behalf	to	earn	our	worthiness,	now	we	hear	only,	“Fear	not	little	flock,	
for	it	is	the	Father’s	good	pleasure	to	give	you	the	Kingdom.”	

	
	


