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“God sees, God remembers” Ex. 1:8-2:25 

WCP 

Intro 

We’re continuing this morning in a sermon series that we began last week, 
through the first 15 chapters of Exodus, called “The gospel according to Moses.  If 
you weren’t here last Sunday, I’d encourage you to go online this week and listen to 
that first message, as it set the stage for where we’ll be going over these next 12 
weeks together.  Big picture anyways, going through these first 15 chapters of 
Exodus has two aims:  

1. To deepen our love for/and understanding of/ the gospel – which is 
the good news about what God has done for us in Jesus to free us 
from our slavery to sin – by looking at that message from a different 
perspective than we’re used to. 

2. To begin preparing our hearts – even now – for the celebration of 
Easter/ where we remember the sacrificial death of our true and 
better Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ. 

There’s lots more I could say, but not w/o re-preaching last week’s message/ 
so I’ll leave it to you to catch up on that if you’re interested in getting a fuller picture. 

This morning we’ll actually be looking at a pretty extensive chunk of Exodus.  
Last week we just looked at 7 verses/ this morning we’re going to cover 40!  And for 
that reason, I’m not going to read through all that with you, but I will ask you to 
open your bibles to Exodus 1/ which is on pg. 40 of your pew bible/ and keep that 
open/ as we will be going back to it extensively this morning. 

So, last week, what we saw was that God is always faithful to His promises/ 
and yet// what we also saw was that He is faithful according to His perfect timing 
and His perfect ways; not our own.  And so what we concluded was that – if that’s 
the case – then we also ought to be very careful about presuming to know how any 
given situation is going to work out; mostly b/c, we may either be setting ourselves 
up for disappointment or we may even falsely accuse God of being unfaithful /when 
the reality is, He just wasn’t faithful like we expected Him to be.  So that was last 
week. 

This week, we’re gonna see some of the practical out-workings that.  What it 
looks like/ when we presume to know what God is doing and then/ by our actions/ 
demonstrate that we are actually the true sovereign ruler of our lives, and not God. 

B/c that’s the thing – whether we’re talking about people in Moses’ day or 
our own: although many of us might say that God is the sovereign ruler over our 
lives// the reality is that - even the most docile amoung us - are hyper-addicted 
control freaks; every single one of us.  And really - since that first moment in the 
garden of Eden - we have continued to believe the lie that God may not truly have 
our best interests in mind;  that – in the end – there will be times when we need to 
“help God out”; to “assist” Him in carrying out His plan to make sure that it goes 
according to what we know to be the best possible outcome. /// Do you see who’s 
really the sovereign ruler in that description? 
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And the hard reality that almost none of us can bear to accept is that – 

although God loves to use us and include us in His plans – He does not // need us 
////  He doesn’t need our help.  And the more we resist that and fight against it, the 
more we get it wrong, and – really - the more we do damage to ourselves and others 
unlucky enough to be around us. 

And so, in order to see how that works out, I want to contrast two examples 
in our passage of what it looks like to try to be our own sovereign ruler// with one 
example/ of what it looks like when God is.  And then/ you tell me which one is 
more desirable, ok?  So I want us to look at our passage in three ways this morning: I 
want to show you 1. God’s undeniable blessing, God’s impetuous priest, and 
finally God’s covenant-blessing trigger (x2). 

So again, if you don’t have it open, please turn to Exodus chapter 1 and follow 
along with me; and we’ll dig in to this together. 
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Ok, so let’s look first at: 

1. God’s undeniable blessing – vss. 8 – 22 

Alright, so the first guy to try his hand at running the universe is this new 
Pharaoh; the new king of Egypt.  If you look with me at vs. 8, there we read (READ 
vs. 8). Now, right away, we need to clarify some terms.  When Moses says this new 
ruler of Egypt “did not know about Joseph”, he is not implying at all that he had 
never heard of Joseph.  What he is referring to is this king’s utter disregard for 
Joseph or for any treaty the former Pharaoh may or may not have made with Joseph 
or the people of Israel. 

Commentator Stuart Douglas says of this verse that the previous Pharaoh who 
knew and honored Joseph was – in historical terms – likely a “Hyksos” Pharaoh, who 
was an outsider// a conquering king from another nation who had taken over rule 
of Egypt.  And upon his death - when a new, native Egyptian king takes over rule - he 
now has no desire to honor any past treaties this previous invading king had 
established.  And - if we can guess by what follows - it would also appear that a 
growing discomfort with the presence of an amassing foreign nation, has been 
brewing in the Egyptian people for some time. 

But of course, when this new king comes into power, he can’t just immediately 
begin driving these Hebrews out by any means necessary. They are, by now, an 
established part of the economy and – likely – even the culture of the Egyptian 
people.  And so, in order to dispense of them, the new king has to, initially, employ 
more indirect means to accomplish his ends.  And what we see in vss. 9-10 is that he 
begins by employing a propaganda campaign against the resident Israelite people. 
The end in mind – as ever – is to so dehumanize the status of the hated group by the 
general population, that – eventually – they become willing participants in their 
slaughter.  B/c you can kill what is no longer seen as equally human in your eyes. 

Look at how this new king seeks to accomplish this in vs. 9-10.  Look with me 
there.  He says (READ vs. 9-10).  The king appeals both to fear as well as to 
nationalist pride in order to – over time – convince the Egyptian people that the 
nation of Israel is a genuine threat to their national security as well as to their 
flourishing as a nation.  This is xenophobia exemplified. 

And in the not so distant past, isn’t this exactly what was seen as the Nazi regime 
took over power in Germany in the 1930s and Adolf Hitler was named chancellor 
over Germany? He didn’t take on power, and then start carting Jews off to 
concentration camps a week later.  No, what he did was almost identical to what we 
see the king of Egypt doing in our passage this morning; he instilled fear and 
distrust in the hearts of the German people over time, all the while stirring their 
nationalist pride in the Aryan nation; a perfect storm for the eventual genocide 
Pharaoh had in mind. 

For Pharaoh, his first strategy to defeat the people of Israel – once he had the 
Egyptian nation behind him - we see in vs. 11-14.  Here we see him seeking to 
harshly oppress the people of Israel by turning them into a slave caste charged with 
building his store cities.  And the idea seemed to be that if he simply worked them 
hard enough and ruthlessly enough, they would be so beaten down and defeated 
that they would be too exhausted and too relationally disjointed to continue to 
procreate at the level they had been up until now.  Twice we see in vs. 13 and 14, 
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Moses use the word “ruthless” to describe their labour, which is intended to show 
the severity of the forced labour they were given.  It wasn’t just hard, it was 
inhumane. 

And, as I stood years ago in the rock quarry at the Mauthausen work camp in 
Austria, just miles from Auschwitz-Birkenau, and heard of the forced labour Jews 
and other POWs were made to do there, and in what conditions, I could not help but 
think of these verse in Exodus, as the people were condemned to heavy, 
unreasonable construction labour for Pharaoh.  

And yet – even in the midst of this oppression – we see the undeniable blessing 
of God to His people.  And we read in vs. 12 – look with me there (READ 1:12).  

But, as is often the case with tyrants, when more subtle measures prove 
ineffective, they are rarely at the end of their creativity.  And we see next, in vss. 15-
21, that now Pharaoh moves to a murderous – and yet still relatively subversive and 
hidden – plan, by instructing the Hebrew midwives to kill all sons born to the 
Israelites, but to let the daughters live.  But once again, Pharaoh’s efforts to obstruct 
God’s blessing of His people are completely ineffective – this time – b/c the 
midwives, who vs. 17 tells us,  “feared God”, and did not do what the king of Egypt 
asked.  And in fact, vs. 20 tells us God’s blessing on His people only increased b/c of 
their obedience. 

At last – in what mirrors all too closely Hitler’s “final solution” in Nazi Germany 
when he knew he was about to lose the war – we read in vs. 22 that Pharaoh tears 
off all cover of secrecy, and commands the Egyptian people to openly murder all 
Hebrew sons by throwing them into the Nile river. 

Now, this was not an uncommon military tactic, in that it was seen as 
hamstringing the future military might of a nation by killing off its sons; additionally, 
the women could be subjugated and forced to inter-breed with the occupying nation, 
eventually breeding the slave nation out of existence. 

App 

Now, in our own day and age, much of the world was rallied to a cause by the 
devastating picture many of us saw of a little Syrian boy washed ashore after 
unsuccessfully fleeing from his home on a makeshift raft. 

But I want you to imagine for a moment – not one son – but thousands of 
them, floating down and washing ashore on the banks of the Nile river.//// It is a 
stomach churning nightmare that was all too real to the people of Israel, and  it 
boggles the mind to imagine how anyone could take a helpless infant and purposely 
end his life by throwing him into a river. And - just as we do looking back at the 
German army who knowingly murdered over 6 million Jews – we wonder how the 
Egyptian people could ever be convinced to do such a thing! 

In Pharaoh’s time, the answer is simply that his propaganda campaign was 
successful.  He had bred so much fear and distrust and eventually hatred in the 
minds of the Egyptian people, that out of zeal for the protection of their country and 
their own children, they willingly sacrificed this future army of sons.  And in saying 
“sacrificed”, that’s b/c the Nile was seen as one of the gods of the Egyptian people, it 
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is likely Pharaoh also stirred the Egyptian’s religious mind; telling them they were 
also offering sacrifice to the gods of Egypt in carrying out his command. 

And although we look on these actions with horror and disgust and righteous 
indignation; baffled at the actions of these Egyptians.  And yet it must be said that – 
to a large degree – we do so hypocritically.  For we live in a day when – in the US 
alone – stats tell us we have sacrificed almost 59 million sons and daughters since 
Roe vs. Wade in 1973 to the gods of comfort, convenience, and personal autonomy. 
59 million!  Those numbers make people like Pharaoh and Hitler/ barely even a blip 
on the historic seismograph. And the reality is, as a nation, our hands are not clean. 

And I don’t say that to condemn anyone; not at all.  The hope of the gospel is 
that if a part of your story does include abortion, the death of Jesus on the cross is 
more than sufficient to cover that sin, and you have not somehow out-sinned God.  
You are welcomed to His table// along with every other redeemed sinner. 

The point I want you to see here is that Pharaoh is the sovereign of his life.  
He sees God doing something over here; blessing and multiplying the people of 
Israel and he says, “I’ve got to do something to stop that!”  And yet, time after time, 
Pharaoh’s efforts to impede God’s plans are easily, easily overcome.  It’s like holding 
up an umbrella against a tidal wave! 

It’s like that Sesame Street book perhaps you’ve read to your own kids where 
Grover is saying there’s a monster at the end of the book; and in order to stop you 
from turning pages he tapes and nails and builds brick walls to stop you.  And the 
simplicity with which your child turns that page anyways, is the same simplicity 
with which God overcomes Pharaoh’s efforts to deny God’s blessing of His people. 

And what that means for you and I today is that God is still sovereign over 
the “Pharaohs” of our own lives. And whether that’s a personal Pharaoh oppressing 
you, or a societal Pharaoh seeking to impede God’s plans for His church; though 
their plans may many times seem to succeed, God is threatened and His plans will 
always prevail in the end.  As has been said, God’s word and His church always have 
been and forever will be the anvil that wears out the hammer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 
Ok, so that’s God’s undeniable blessing and Pharaoh’s attempt to impede 

God’s plans.  Next I want us to look at: 

2. God’s impetuous priest – 2:1- 22 

Here we see another example of the sovereign-self, only this time, from someone 
who is trying to help God with His plans instead of trying to impede them. 

I’m referring, of course, to Moses, and I call him God’s priest b/c in the first verse 
of chapter 2, Moses takes pains to reveal his pedigree as a purebred Levite.  Now 
that doesn’t mean as much here, but later in these first 5 books of the bible, we’ll see 
that the tribe of Levi is specially chosen out of God’s people to serve as the priests 
for the whole nation.  And if we understand priest to be someone who mediates 
between God and men, the implications for Moses are plain (or they will become 
more plain as we go through Exodus here). 

Now, we’re going to skip over the birth story of Moses for a minute, and then 
come back to it.  The reason is b/c it’s in vs. 11-15 where we see Moses presuming 
to know how God will carry out His plans, and seeking to help God out; and the 
result is truly disastrous for him. 

Look at vs. 11 with me.  Here we read (READ vs. 11-15).  Now, immediately in 
reading that, we need to overcome what we’ve seen in pretty much every depiction 
of the story of Moses by Hollywood.  B/c the bible is very clearly stating that Moses 
knew he was a Hebrew and that he saw the Hebrew people as – look at vs. 11 – “his 
own people.”  Movies always like to build up this dramatic tension that Moses’ 
biography was hidden from him, and that he resisted the truth that he was not 
Egyptian.  What we see here is that – while dramatically effective for storytelling – 
Moses absolutely knew his heritage and deeply identified with it. 

But what is Moses doing with this impetuous, rushing ahead and trying to rescue 
God’s people clearly before God has planned for that to happen?  When recounting 
this story in the book of Acts in the NT, Stephen tells us in Acts 7:23-25.  (READ 
ACTS 7:23-25) So Moses clearly had some sense that he was to become God’s 
chosen instrument for delivering the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt.  But – 
b/c he presumed to know how and when God was going to do that – he foolishly 
rushed ahead and tried to “help God out” in getting that rescue mission started in 
the best way he could imagine. 

And the sad result of his impetuous actions was that he ended up 
ostracizing/alienating both his Egyptian family and his Hebrew family. And in the 
end he has to flee from everyone for his life to Midian. 

App 

And considering all that, there are two things I want to point out by way of 
application: 

1. Waiting on God is really hard.  It is.  And it can be particularly hard 
when we feel like God has revealed something of His plan to us for 
where He wants us to be/what He wants us to do. 

I feel certain – for instance - that God has called me to pastoral 
ministry and yet He has not yet revealed where and when that will 
be. 
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But, along with strengthening our faith as we wait, another 

big reason God continually tells us to wait on Him in His word is b/c 
we don’t know everything!  Certainly, we don’t know the future.  And 
the sooner we accept the fact that we are not the sovereign of our 
lives, the easier it becomes to wait on God for the next step, b/c He 
does know everything, including the future! 

2. The second thing to say is that – b/c God is the sovereign ruler of 
everything – another thing the example of Moses shows us, is that 
even our mistakes cannot hinder the plans of God!  This is in no way 
an excuse for sin/disobedience in our lives/ but understanding this 
should actually create a great deal of boldness in us, and motivate us 
to risk greatly for God b/c His plans are undeniable, and even our 
failures – in the end – will only be seen to further what He already 
purposed to accomplish. 
You think God was surprised that Moses ended up in Midian?  No no, 
Moses thought he was ready to rescue God’s people now – God 
knew he was gonna need another 40 years before he was ready. 
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Alright, so we’ve seen God’s undeniable blessing, and now we’ve learned 

from God’s impetuous priest.  The last thing I want us to see, by way of contrast, is: 

3. God’s covenant-blessing trigger – 2:1-10; 23 - 25 

Now, what we saw last week was that God has been, and will continue to be, 
faithful to the covenant he made to Abraham generations before Israel ever stepped 
a foot in Egypt.  But we also saw that God has his own ways and timing when it 
comes to His faithfulness; and at no time is He asking for feedback on how He could 
improve. 

But when we do see God act here – particularly by way of contrast with Pharaoh 
and then Moses – one of the main things I want you to see is just how much better 
things go when we leave the fulfillment of God’s plans to God and are just obedient 
to what He tells us to do. 

And where we see that in our passage this morning is – first of all - in vss. 1-10 of 
chapter 2.  Here we see God, working very much behind the scenes at this point in 
time, but absolutely being faithful to His promise to bless those who bless Israel; to 
curse those who curse them; and to bring them out of slavery in Egypt to a land of 
their own.  And God is doing that, through the birth of a son. 

Now, as we read, the birth of Moses comes right on the heels of Pharaoh’s all out 
attack on Hebrew sons at the end of chapter 1.  And for whatever reason – vs. 2 says 
basically lists nothing more than parental love – Moses mother hides him for three 
months and does not surrender him to be sacrificed to the Nile river god. 

But then, of course, vs. 3 tells us that when she is no longer able to hide Moses – 
in a sense – she is obedient to Pharaoh’s edict and places her son in the Nile.  Now, 
yes, she places him in a device prepared to float and keep him from drowning.  
Interestingly, some commentators suggest that she did not mean to simply let him 
float away, but she merely meant to hide the baby Moses in the last place any 
Egyptian would go looking, viz. the river where the babies were killed. 

Another interesting piece I discovered in my study this past week, was that the 
word in Hebrew that we have translated here as “basket” – the hand-made boat 
Moses’ mother makes – is actually the same word we find in Gen. 6-9 for the boat 
Noah builds to rescue his family from God’s coming destruction: “ark.” She built 
Moses and ark to rescue him.  The implications we can draw from that are vast and 
absolutely intentional as Moses recounts the story of his birth.  Just as God rescued 
Noah and his family by building an ark, so God rescued Moses (and by implication 
God’s people) through him, by the creation of this second ark. 

Then we read this in vs. 5-10, look with me there (READ 2:5-10).  Are you 
seeing now more clearly just how much better things go when God is the one 
carrying out His plans?  A few things to point out as we consider this superior action 
of God: 

1. Moses’ mom just went from losing her son to getting paid to take care of 
him! 

2. Do you notice now - from the Hebrew midwives, to Moses’ mother and 
sister, and now even to Pharaoh’s own daughter - how easily God sidesteps 
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Pharaoh’s command to kill all the sons, and simply uses the daughters to 
accomplish His plans instead? 

3. And do you see how – once again - when God works out His plans He does 
so in a way that is faithful, but is also – at least at this point – invisible to 
His suffering people? 

App #1 

And, actually, I think God means for that to be an encouragement to you and I 
today.  To see that – simply b/c we can’t see how God is acting on our behalf – does 
not mean for a second that He isn’t acting.  The oppressed people of Israel can’t see 
God – who they haven’t heard from for 400 years - delivering and preparing the very 
man who will lead them out of the land of Egypt, just as – after 400 years of silence – 
God’s people couldn’t see Gad was delivering the One who would bring salvation to 
the whole world in a stable in Bethlehem. 

And the confirmation of that and – really – the second bracket to this 
introductory section of the book of Exodus, is found in vs. 23-25.  Look with me 
there.  Here we read (READ 2:23-25). 

“During that long period” is, of course, referring to sometime during those 40 
years that Moses was living in Midian.  Now, the king of Egypt has died, and it would 
now be safe for Moses to return to Egypt, but – also - by referencing the groaning of 
the people of Israel, he means to say as well that their oppression had not let up in 
the least; in fact it was worse than ever! 

But the key part of vs. 23 that I want to draw your attention to is the very last 
words.  Moses says that their cries for help finally have been directed towards God.  I 
say finally b/c – maybe you didn’t notice – but since the Hebrew midwives – God has 
not even been mentioned!  And what I think Moses means to communicate by vs. 23 
– particularly in light of what he says in vs. 24 – is that in turning their groanings 
into prayers, God’s people now trigger/unleash God’s covenant faithfulness to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to deliver them out of Pharaoh’s hand. 

Now, when we read in vs. 24  - look with me there - Moses saying, “God heard 
their groaning and remembered His covenant …” at first we can be like, “….What?!?  
He remembered?! You mean to say that God had forgotten about what He’d promised 
to do all this time and then was like, ‘Oh?  Huh? What?  Ohhhhh yeeeeaaaaah!  I do 
remember now that I was supposed to do something for you!  Really sorry about 
that guys!”  No no no.  Whenever the bible speaks of God “remembering” something, 
it is always referring to His action/application so that you could read this verse as, 
God heard their groaning and acted in such a way as to demonstrate that He did 
remember His covenant.” See the difference? And now what we see is that the 
wheels of God’s plan to rescue His people begin to turn a last as God begins to call 
his exiled son back to Egypt. (but you too will have to wait a few weeks to see that!) 
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Conclusion 

But I want to spend the last few minutes of our time, highlighting, for us what 
Moses highlights in vs. 23 – how the people - at last - turned their groanings to God, 
in such a way that those same groanings became prayers which then initiate God’s 
response to them.   

That’s why I’m calling prayer God’s covenant-blessing “trigger.”  B/c even 
though – as we said – God never forgets His children, there are countless times in 
the bible we see God waiting for His people to turn to Him before rescuing them.  In 
places like Isaiah 30:18 we read God saying to His people, “The LORD waits to be 
gracious to you.”  In 2 Chron. 7:14 God says, “If my people who are called by my 
Name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

This is not God playing games with His people, and – look at me – nor is this 
in any way a magic “combination”; that if you just punch in the right numbers and 
pray to God the “right” way, then everything is going to go the way you want.  That is 
not at all what God is saying here. 

All that’s being communicated to us here is that, b/c He’s sovereign and b/c 
He’s God, God knows that He is the only Source where we will find hope, healing, 
rescue, and freedom.  And He knows – although, so often, we usually search 
everywhere else but Him – that we won’t find those things in any place but Him.  
And so He patiently waits for His children to stop looking to false god and false 
saviours, and to seek hope, healing, rescue in the only place we’ll ultimately find it; 
in Him! 

If you think about your own life for a second; take this out of the abstract – 
What is it that you are groaning under in your life? How is it that you have dealt, or 
are dealing with, pain/ sadness/ stress/ whatever; it’s worth asking yourself, early 
and often: Am I truly seeking peace/freedom/hope in God// or am I – really – just 
asking God to bless my life while I seek those things in some other functional 
saviour I’ve created? 

Do I say I’m seeking God for my joy, but really feel like I know better than God, 
and so – like Moses – I seek to “help” God give me that joy by pursuing the spouse, 
the job, the sexual gratification, the peace that I don’t really trust He’s going to give 
me in the end?  We often groan for God’s stuff so often; we rarely groan for Him. 

Haven’t we seen today that God can absolutely be trusted?  Haven’t we also 
seen how much better things go when we let God work out His plans w/o trying to 
help him out? 

And so I ask you this morning: whatever it is that came to mind when I asked 
you about what/where you’re truly seeking your joy in life; would you turn your 
groaning at last from that thing which can never truly satisfy you, and turn your 
groaning into prayer? Prayer to the One true God who can satisfy? 

We won’t be able to do that w/o His help.  So let’s pray. 

 


