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Discipline your hands – Stewardship 2 Cor. 8:1-12, 9:6-12 
WCP 

Intro 
We’re continuing in our series this morning entitled “Disciplined: grace-

driven effort for whole body fitness”  And what we’ve said from the very start is that 
each of these disciplines we cover is like a different machine/piece of equipment in 
a gym; and that the whole purpose of this gym is for training in godliness/training 
ourselves corporately and individually to look more like Jesus.  And, truly, this ought 
to be the desire of everyone who claims to be a child of God, b/c as we grow to look 
more and more like Jesus, we also gain greater and greater freedom in living out the 
Christian life; the two just come as a package deal.  But even in saying all that, what 
we’ve also tried to stress week after week is that these disciplines/exercises must 
always be a grace-driven effort; that is, they must be a response to the grace we 
already have in Jesus, never a means of trying to earn that grace or to try to achieve 
some higher level of Christianity. 

So far, the disciplines we’ve covered are the study of God’s word, silence and 
solitude, taking every thought captive and prayer.  This morning, we’ll be looking at 
the discipline of stewardship, or what I’m calling disciplining your hands.  And 
before I say another word, I feel I need to say this: everybody relax.  Just breath 
deeply and unclench your purse or the pew seat.  Think about it: we’ve already 
taken up our morning offering; we’ve haven’t placed a thermometer at the front of 
the church; and no, we will not close today’s service with Les leading us in 300 
verses of “I Surrender All” until everyone’s wallets are empty.  So we can all relax; 
it’s gonna be alright! 

And beyond that even, when it comes to the discipline of stewardship, one of 
the things you often don’t hear is that stewarding our time is actually just as 
important to our spiritual development as stewarding our finances.  In his book 
“Spiritual disciplines for the Christian life” Don Whitney says this, “The clock and the 
dollar are such substantial factors in so many parts of life that their role must be 
considered in any serious discussion of godly living.” 

So, if Whitney is right, then a thoughtful, disciplined stewardship of our time 
and our finances is one of the primary ways we worship God, and, it’s also one of the 
ways we discipline ourselves to be more like Him.  And in talking about stewardship, 
I think we have to include a focus on giving b/c, if you think about it, one of the main 
tasks of stewarding something that is not ours is in deciding how and where to 
invest it, just as we see in places like Matt. 25 and Jesus’ parable of the talents. In 
that story, men are given sums of money and the unstated expectation of each of 
them is investment of what they are given to steward.  So if God has given us time 
and financial resources to steward in this life, asking yourself  where, and in what, 
you want to invest those things becomes an incredibly important question. 

But, if you’ve been here for the past few weeks, one of the things we’ve also 
tried to point out is that each one of these disciplines also seems to confront a 
particular idol in our hearts; something we worship or put our hope in more than   
we do in God.  And when it comes to stewardship of our time and finances I think  
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one of the primary idols that gets confronted is the idol of self, which always 
manifests itself in self-ishness.  So we don’t want to give sacrificially of our time b/c 
we want to use the few free hours/weekend we have for the things we want to 
spend it on; we don’t want to give sacrificially of our finances b/c we want to buy 
the things we want to buy or, alternatively, maybe we don’t trust that God will 
actually care for our needs if we give in ways that are truly costly to us.  And as a 
result, even when we do give of our time and finances; even when we do invest 
those things, many times our whole motivation for giving is wrong.   

One of the classic examples of this in literature is surely the anti-hero of 
giving time and finances: Ebenezer Scrooge in Charles Dickens classic novel “A 
Christmas Carol.”  Now we love to read or watch that story every Christmas, but on 
closer examination, you begin to see that – however masterfully written – Dickens’ 
story really is nothing more than a moralistic tale about a man who becomes 
radically generous – not primarily b/c he actually cares about others – but really b/c 
he cares about himself, and wants to avoid the terrifying future of chains and 
suffering Jacob Marley, and the last of the three spirits in particular, reveals to him.   

And the reality is, we can be the exact same way when it comes to the ways 
we steward our time and finances.  And even if no one else ever sees it; even if we 
don’t see it ourselves, God absolutely sees it and – rather than helping – it actually 
hinders/impedes our spiritual growth when we steward with selfish motivation. 

So in our passage today, as the apostle Paul writes this second letter to the 
church in Corinth, he’s going to address this exact same subject of stewardship and 
particularly our motivations for investment/giving.  And as we go through the 
passage together and apply these truths to our own hearts, I want to look at our 
passage in three ways:  I want to look at Our motivation for giving, the true cost of 
giving, and then finally the result of our giving (x2).   

So if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them again with me and turn to 2 
Cor. 8:1 and we’ll dig into this together. 
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Ok, so let’s begin by looking at: 

1. Our motivation for giving 

Now, I recognize that it could be confusing jumping into the apostle Paul’s 
second letter to a church eight chapters in.  And if you know your bible there is a lot 
of stuff Paul has covered before he gets here to chapter eight which there’s no way 
we have time to cover.  But just to catch you up quickly so we can dig in here, the 
mother church in Jerusalem is experiencing very difficult times due to a famine as 
well as sever persecution from both the Jews as well as the Romans.  And in 
response to this suffering the apostle Paul has seen fit to gather collections from the 
various Gentile churches in order to support the Jerusalem church in their time of 
need as well as to demonstrate the unit that Jews and Gentiles now share because of 
Christ; they are one family now and families care for the needs of their other 
members. 

But although the Corinthian church had begun to take up just such a collection 
for the church in Jerusalem, for whatever reason we’re not told, the collection of 
funds stalled out/got sidetracked and had still not been sent over a year later.  And 
so in chapters eight and nine of 2 Corinthians, Paul is dealing directly with this issue 
and seeking to spur the church on to complete the good work they had begun. 

And he does that in two ways: by providing an earthly example of sacrificial 
giving to motivate them, and then a heavenly one. 

The earthly example is from a church in Macedonia.  We see this in vss. 1-4 Look 
with me there. Paul writes (READ 8:1-4).  So the earthly example Paul gives the 
Corinthian church is not of some superstar, mega-church in Macedonia that threw a 
couple of extra million dollars they had lying around in a benevolent fund at the 
difficulties in Jerusalem.  No, his example of giving is from a church that he says in vs. 
2 is undergoing “severe trial” and experiencing “extreme poverty”; and yet still he 
says they gave what they were able, even pleading with Paul for the privilege of 
giving whatever they could. Clearly, there was something different about the 
motivation behind the Macedonian church’s giving than the church in Corinth 
currently had.  And Paul writes to the church in Corinth with this example in order 
to highlight that difference; and yet, he doesn't highlight the difference to shame the 
church, but rather to motivate them. 

Look at vs. 7-8 in our passage. Paul writes (READ vs. 7-8).  So we see that Paul 
is not rebuking the church, but encouraging them to demonstrate the sincerity of 
their love for God’s family by completing the work they had already begun and to 
excel in this area of giving just as they excelled in so many other areas of spiritual 
health. 

But then, almost by way of opposing extremes, Paul gives the church a heavenly 
example of sacrificial giving from Someone who – rather than being in poverty – was 
rich beyond all comparison.  Look at vs. 9 with me. Paul writes (READ vs. 9).  So 
this is not just another example to motivate the church at Corinth; Paul is giving 
them THE example of sacrificial giving in the Person and work of Jesus on their 
behalf.   
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Now, when Paul talks about Jesus becoming poor so we could become rich, he 

doesn’t mean Jesus brought His bank card with Him when He came to earth and 
drained the accounts of heaven to give everyone who followed Him a fortune. He 
means, instead, that Jesus humbled Himself and gave up all the glories and riches 
and worship of heaven in order to take on weak, finite, human flesh and be crucified 
on a Roman cross so that He could restore our broken relationship with God and 
make us sons and daughters of the King of kings.  This is what Paul talks about 
specifically in 2 Cor. 5:21 and Phil. 2. 

That means b/c of what Jesus did in becoming poor, we can be adopted into the 
very family of God, which means, we are now what the bible calls “co-heirs” with 
Jesus and inherit all the riches of heaven that belong to Jesus.  I don't know if they 
still have that ad playing, but you remember Scotiabank used to always run those 
commercials telling us, “You’re richer than you think!”  What Paul is saying to the 
church here, as well as to us today who know Jesus as our Saviour, is that very same 
thing.  If you are in Christ/if you’ve been adopted into His family as a son or 
daughter of God – no matter how poor you may be by earthly standards – spiritually 
speaking you are rich beyond imagination. 
App 

This is why Paul goes on to tell the church in Corinth in vss. 10-12 that they are 
not to worry about how much they have to give or if they feel like they’ve collected 
“enough.”  He says it’s all about your willingness to give; it’s all about why you’re 
giving; it’s all about your motivation.   

And it’s the very same for you and I today. How many times do we not give of our 
time and our finances b/c we don't feel like what we have to offer is “enough”?  How 
many times have you said, “When I get through this busy season of life/work/school 
then I’ll start helping out with those ministries at church that are struggling to keep 
going.”?  Or how many times have you told yourself, “As soon as I’m out of 
college/university or as soon as I get a better paying job, I’m going to start giving 
regularly to the work of this church b/c I really do believe in what they’re doing 
here.”?   

God’s word to us here is that we are to give not of what we don't have, but 
simply of what we do have.  If you have 20 minutes to help clean up after a potluck: 
give what you have.  If you have $5 to give each Sunday, give what you have to the 
work of God’s church.  As it relates to our practice of these other disciplines, if you 
have 10 minutes in the morning or 30 minutes on a commute to work to give to the 
study of God’s word and prayer, then give what you have to God. 

Somebody said once, there are three kinds of giving: grudge-giving, duty-giving, 
and thanksgiving. Grudge-giving is like paying for a parking ticket. Duty-giving is 
paying for a meal in a restaurant.  But thanksgiving is buying an engagement ring for 
your future wife; giving that’s born out of deep love and a desire to bless the object 
of your love. 

And as we consider how the very Son of God became poor in order so that we 
might become rich in Him beyond all measure, can we really give back to Him any 
other way than thanksgiving? 
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So that’s our motivation for giving.  Next I want us to look at: 

2. The true cost of giving 

Once we understand the why of giving of our time and our finances, the 
inevitable question that always follows is, “How much?”  “How much time should I 
be investing in serving others?” “How much of my finances should I give to the 
church and the needs of other around me?”  And the answer to that question is as 
surprising as it is simple.  Are you ready?  All of it! Yeah, all of it! 

Now let me explain what I mean b/c a couple of you are faithfully reaching for 
your wallets and the rest are clutching your purses even tighter. 

My dad actually told me this really beautiful story about when he was a brand 
new Christian at bible college.  And he heard a message very much like this – maybe 
even specifically about vs. 9 – and when the offering plate came by, he put his entire 
wallet into the offering plate! The sentiment and heart behind what he was doing 
was really beautiful actually, but after the service an usher found him and gave him 
back his wallet and said that was not necessary. 

But I’ll tell you what: even if the action of putting his whole wallet in the offering 
plate was wrong, wasn’t the attitude behind what he did exactly right? 

If you look at vs. 5 you’ll see what I mean by the true cost of giving.  Look with 
me there.  In talking about this offering that the Macedonian church gave for the 
church in Jerusalem Paul writes this (READ vs.5).  Did you hear that?!  Paul said 
before these people gave a second of their time or a cent of their money, they first 
gave themselves! Wow!  That one verse right there is the entire key to the practice 
of Christian stewardship and the clear answer to our question, “How much?” The 
answer is absolutely everything; the answer is all of it.  And the reason is because it 
is all His anyways. 

In 1 Chronicles 29, after making this amazing collection from God’s people for 
the building of the temple, listen to king David’s prayer or thanksgiving and how he 
understands the cost of giving.  David says, “But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able thus to offer willingly?  For all things come from You, and of 
Your own have we given You.” 

In Luke 20, Jesus is asked about paying taxes to Caesar and do you remember 
how he answers those who seek to trap Him?  He asks for a denarius/Roman coin 
and says, “Whose image is on this coin?” and they answer Jesus, “It is Caesar’s.”  And 
then Jesus tells them, “Then render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
render unto God the things that are God’s.”  The implication begin that we who bear 
the image of our Creator God in our bodies owe everything to the One who created 
us.  

That’s why in Romans 12, Paul doesn't tell us to offer up our money or our time 
or anything else to God, he says offer up your bodies/selves/you! to God as living 
sacrifices.  B/c when you start with offering yourself first, then everything else you 
give is a natural outflowing of that first offering. 
 



 

3996 W 17 Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., V6S1A5 

Phone: 604-224-1031 Fax: 604-224-1031 E-Mail: (office) courteney@dhbc.ca 

 

 
 
App 

So, no, don't literally do it, but if you have become an heir to all the riches of 
heaven b/c of Christ’s poverty and His adoption of you into the family of God, then, 
in your heart, God absolutely wants each one of you to put your wallet and your 
calendar and whatever else you have that’s His anyways, into the “offering 
plate”/lay it at the altar of God and say, “This is all yours God and you can do 
whatever you want with it!”   

The true cost of giving is you/your whole self.  And once you realize that then the 
answer to the question, “How much?” is actually quite easy: everything. All of it. 
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So we’ve talked about our motivation for giving, then the true cost of giving.  The 
last thing I want to show you is: 

3. The result of our giving 

Once we truly understand and embrace the motivation as well as the true cost to 
our giving, the way we give also becomes totally different.  Look at what Paul writes 
in chapter 9:6-7 (READ 9:6-7).  So Paul is showing here how our giving is 
transformed as we come to embrace the correct motivation and cost of our giving.  
Now, instead of reluctance and compulsion (that is grudge and duty giving) 
generosity and cheerfulness characterize the giving of our time and finances (that is 
thanksgiving).  

And in these last few verses of our passage, here we see what the results of our 
giving can and will be.  Look first of all at vs. 8 of chapter 9.  Here Paul writes (READ 
vs. 8).  So the first result of our giving is personal.  Here Paul tells us that as we give 
God continues to fill up His supply of grace to us so that we will be able to continue 
to give.  So as you give of your time to help someone move, or to listen to someone’s 
trouble, or to prioritize the study of God’s word in your day; as you give what you 
have to the work of the church and/or the needs you see around you; as you do that, 
God will supply more and more grace to you in the ways you need it in order to be 
able to continue to give.  That’s what Paul says in the first half of vs. 11 as well. 

It’s almost exactly like the way the jar of oil the widow Elijah was staying with in 
2 Kings 4 kept being filled up as she offered what she had in order to feed Elijah 
bread, even though she and her son were themselves on the brink of starvation. 

In response to their caring for his needs, Paul tells the church in Philippi, “My 
God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory.”  And just in case you 
didn’t know, that’s a limitless supply of riches.  God’s supply of grace to us is not like 
CPP and who knows if it’s gonna run out one day?  He always has enough to supply. 

Look with me finally at the second half of vs. 11 and vs. 12.  Here Paul writes 
(READ vss. 11b-12).  So the second result of our giving is corporate.  As we give 
generously out of what we have with thanks-giving, the result is that others also 
respond with thanksgiving to God.  So Paul is really describing the kind of 
compound effect that results in the lives of others when we give in this way.  You see 
again, he says in vs. 12 it’s not simply the immediate need that is met, their giving is 
also resulting in “many expressions of thanks to God.”   

A perfect illustration of this is found in Victor Hugo’s classic novel Les Miserables.  
In that story, the convicted felon Jean Valjean has his life transformed by the 
sacrificial giving of a bishop in whose home Valjean stays after being released 
from prison.  In the night, Valjean takes all the silverware from the bishop’s 
home and steals away into the night, only to be caught and brought back to the 
bishop’s home.  But instead of turning him in, the bishop pretends that he is glad 
to see Valjean and asks him why he left so early, b/c he forgot to take the silver 
candlesticks as well.  Valjean is stunned at this act as are the guards who must 
now release him.  But once they are gone, the bishop comes to Valjean and says 
these words, “Do not forget, never forget, that you  
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have promised to use this money in becoming an honest man." 
"Jean Valjean, my brother, you no longer belong to evil, but to good. It is your soul 
that I buy from you; I withdraw it from black thoughts and the spirit of perdition, 
and I give it to God." 

And then, as a result of the grace he received, Valjean goes on to become a 
benevolent mayor, the adoptive father of the orphaned girl Cossette, and also 
forgives and frees the general who has hunted him all his life.  Do you see the 
corporate/compound effect of the bishop’s one act of grace in giving? 

App 
And it will be no different with you and I.  When we have the right motivation 

for our giving, and understand the true cost of giving as well, then as we give 
generously out of what God has given us in time and financial blessings, God will 
continue to pour out His grace on us to fill up what we have poured out and – 
although we may never see it ourselves just as the bishop in Les Miserables did not 
either – God will cause our acts of gracious giving to bring about numerous other 
“expressions of thanks to God” and thanks-giving to God in the lives of others. 
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Conclusion 

But at the end of the day, our motivations will never be right and we will 
never offer up the true cost of giving – and thus we will never be grown by this 
discipline - if we miss the “grace-driven” part; if we don’t see and believe at the core 
of our being that we already have the grace of God b/c of what Jesus did on our 
behalf in His life, death and resurrection.  That God’s love and acceptance of us is 
completely based on Jesus’ work and not at all on our own.  Anything outside of that 
will lead you to either soul-crushing despair or people-crushing pride, but – listen to 
me – it will never lead you to growth and greater freedom in the Christian life. 

Did you notice how often Paul kept using that word “grace” in our passage 
today? In vs. 1 he talked about the grace of God to the Macedonian churches.  In vs. 
6 he speaks of the Corinthian’s offering to the churches as their “act of grace.” In vs. 
7 the Corinthians are to excel in the “grace of giving.”  And of course most notably in 
vs. 9 Paul talks about the “grace” of our Lord Jesus Christ in becoming poor so that 
we might become rich in Him.  He doesn’t say, “for you know the love/the holiness/ 
or even the humility of Jesus in His coming to earth” but the grace. Unmerited 
favour/un-earned blessing/undeserved pardon from a perfect, holy God to a sinful, 
rebellious mankind.   

Like the other disciplines, stewardship is all about grace.  And yet one of the 
things that makes this discipline of stewardship different, and actually more difficult, 
than all the others is that – especially in the area of time – God has given the exact 
same amount and the exact same freedom to invest that time, to every single one of 
us.  And given what I said a few weeks ago about the intelligence of sheep, that 
ought to be a terrifying thought to every single one of us; it ought to make you pause 
and be like, “…. Now why in the world would God do that?!”  That’s like giving the 
key-fob for your Lamborghini to your 6 year old and telling them to be sure not to 
scratch the paint driving on the highway!  

And even though we know intellectually that it’s His anyways, we always 
seem to find a crazy way of taking what God has given us and offering it back to Him 
like we were doing Him this huge favour, and that now He owed us something b/c 
we’d given it to Him. 

That’d be like my daughter wrapping up my laptop and giving it to me for 
Christmas with this big proud smile on her face like, “…hey?  Pretty sweet gift huh?  
We’d all be like, “Yeah, but that’s mine!  You can’t give me what’s mine and expect 
some kind of applause from me.”  But we all do almost this exact same thing.  We 
forget that time is God’s daily gift to us and offer it back to Him in these pitiful little 
portions expecting the cheers and applause of heaven.  And we forget that the 
investment and giving of our time and our finances is a grace-driven effort; it is in 
response to the grace we already have in Christ.   

I press on time b/c - if you think about it – time is actually much more 
valuable than money.  B/c with enough time you could possibly earn more money 
but when you hear those words “cancer”/”terminal”/”I’m sorry there’s nothing 
more we can do for you” – all the money in the world cannot buy you more time.  
And as Don Whitney says in his book, “As the one who is out of money values it most 
when it is gone, so do we at death value time most when it is gone.” And once we get  
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just how precious time is; once we see it as God’s gift to us to enable us to 

have the opportunity to practice all these other disciplines and grow to be more like 
Him; to enable us to work the jobs that give us the money to invest in His Kingdom; 
to enable us to enjoy the many gifts and beauties this life has to offer; when we 
finally get that – and then, we connect the piece of offering our selves to God before 
we try to offer a single other thing to Him.  Then, and only then, can each one of us 
wake up with all the same passion and motivation to give generously of what we 
have that Ebenezer Scrooge had on that Christmas morning.  Only we’ll be doing it, 
not b/c we want to avoid future destruction but b/c we already have in Jesus; not to 
earn God’s grace and favour but b/c we already have it in Jesus. 

 As we said, the entire key to this discipline of stewardship is that one thing: 
the offering first of your self to God; like we saw the Macedonian church doing in vs. 
5 of our passage and then Jesus ultimately doing in vs. 9.   So this is one time we 
don’t actually even have to spend a bunch of time talking about how you should 
invest your time or give your money to practice this discipline – those things all 
center around the “how much?” question.  This discipline is about focusing on 
offering every part of yourself to God; recognizing that all that you have is ultimately 
His anyways.  And the more you train yourself to be godly like that, the less you’ll 
even be asking those questions anyways. Instead you’ll be asking, “God if all I have is 
yours, how do you want me to invest my time today?”  “God if al I own is yours, how 
do you want me to give today?”  “God, if all that I am is yours, how do you want me 
to live today?” 

We’ll never do that w/o His help.  So let’s pray and ask Him for that grace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


