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Witnesses: Mary and Joseph – Luke 1:26-38; Matt. 1:18-25 

Intro 

How many of you here have ever been asked to do something that was really 
hard before? Something that really pushed your comfort-boundaries?   Something 
that you knew was going to be very costly to you?  Can you picture that thing in your 
mind?  If you think about it – for the most part – I’m willing to bet that our 
willingness to do that hard thing; to explore the limits of our boundaries; or to pay 
whatever cost was involved, was directly related to what we believed about the 
person asking us to do that thing. 

So, for example - maybe you didn’t know - but I had previously trained for a 
career as a firefighter.  And when we were doing our live-fire training /and they 
open up the door to the burn building and smoke and flames are coming out/ and 
you’re kneeling there with nothing but 3 other guys and a water hose in your 
hands ... A’in’t no way anyone’s moving a step towards that door unless they have 
absolute confidence that the guy leading us in knows exactly what he’s doing and 
also has our best interests in mind.  Right? 

And, actually - in the same way - all through the bible, God asks people to 
move forward into all kinds of difficult situations and circumstances and – each time 
– the test of obedience immediately becomes related to what that person believes 
about the goodness and sovereignty/ultimate ruler-ship of God. Will they trust God 
enough to take that next step forward? 

We’ve been working through a series for the last couple of weeks entitled, 
“Witnesses: encounters with the newborn King.”  And if this is your first Sunday 
with us, what we’ve been doing is looking to some of the first people to meet Jesus 
around the time of His birth, and then calling them as witnesses; calling them to the 
stand to testify as to what they saw/heard/experienced in that encounter; all with 
the intent of proving the case that this baby that we talk about every year – born 
over 2000 years ago – is actually who the bible says He is: God in the flesh. 

And - beyond the testimony of our two witnesses from this morning – Mary 
and Joseph - called to prove the case that this Son of theirs actually has a divine and 
a human origin // what we’re going to spend a few minutes talking about is the way 
that God has also called Mary and Joseph to something very hard; something that 
pushes their comfort-boundaries; something that is very costly to them (societally 
anyways).  And what we’re going to see is that their obedience to God /is also 
directly related to what they believe about the nature and character God. 

And I think that’s incredibly important to look at b/c – just like in the time of 
the bible – God is going to ask you and I to do some really difficult things in the 
course of our lives too; some of you are living out that reality right now as I speak.  
And the problem with that for us – as well as for the people in Jesus’ day – is that 
when God calls us to do something that is hard/scary/costly to us, our 
tendency is almost always to either question the goodness of God or to 
imagine that we know better than Him and justify our disobedience.   
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And yet, as we look at the example of Mary and Joseph this morning, I think 

we’re going to see two important things from their testimony.  Along with a growing 
conclusiveness of Jesus’ divine origins, I think we’ll see clearly here that 1. If we 
believe that God is good: we don’t’ need to fear 2. If we believe God is 
sovereign: we need to obey. (x2) 

So, if you’ve closed your bibles, please open them up again to Luke 1:26 and 
we’ll dig into this testimony together. 
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So let’s begin by looking at that first idea, that: 

1. If we believe that God is good: we don’t need to fear 

Where we see this in our passages this morning is – first of all – in Luke 
1:30ff.  Look with me there.  So, just above this verse, this angel shows up out of 
nowhere and is just like “Hello favored one.  The Lord is with you.”  Which makes 
vs. 29 make a lot of sense to read that Mary was “greatly troubled” by this.   

I mean, some dude shows up out of nowhere in your kitchen one day saying, 
“Hey there you lucky man.  The Lord is with you!”  I’m not just gonna be “greatly 
troubled” I’m gonna be grabbing for a frying pan and escorting this dude out the 
front door in a hurry. 

But look now at the angel’s words in vs. 30.  He says (READ vs. 30).  Now, we 
don’t see the full impact of why the angel is saying she doesn’t need to be afraid 
in our English translation here. The word favor is actually better translated as 
“grace.”  So the angel is telling Mary, you don’t need to be afraid b/c God has 
shown His grace to you.  Now that’s going to be incredibly significant as we get 
going here so put a post it note up on that. 

Now grace – if you didn’t know – simply means, “unmerited favor” or getting 
something you don’t deserve to get.   

You know, like maybe you’ve been a particularly bad boy or girl this year, but 
instead of getting a big ‘ol lump of coal in your stocking, it’s actually filled with 
presents on Christmas morning.  That’s getting something you don’t deserve. 

Now, the angel goes on in vs. 31ff to describe to Mary exactly how God has 
been gracious to her.  We don’t have time this morning to dig into that as much 
as I’d like to; mostly b/c overcooked turkey tastes really dry. 

But the summary of the angel’s message to Mary is that she is going to have a 
child who will be conceived in her – not by natural means – but by the Holy 
Spirit.  And b/c of this, the baby Mary will have – look at vs. 35 – will be called 
the Son of God.   

Ok, so already we see clearly in Mary’s testimony that Mary is claiming that 
this child - whose birth we celebrate every year - is not just any other baby.  That 
He has both a human and a divine nature. 

But think about what God is calling Mary to do.  The path God is calling Mary 
to walk is one of public shame and disgrace.  Remember in vs. 27 we read that 
Mary is an engaged woman and a virgin as well.  And the road God is calling 
Mary to walk is one of a teenage pregnancy story that basically no one is going to 
believe. 

And actually, when we look at this story from Joseph’s perspective in 
Matthew’s gospel, we see that that is exactly the case.  Turn to Matthew 1:18-19 
and look with me there.  We read (READ Matt. 1:18-19).   
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Now, there is no indication that Mary told Joseph what the angel had said to 

her.  But even if she did, Joseph’s immediate assumption is that Mary has been 
unfaithful to him. 

It’s funny, whenever people talk about the virgin birth of Jesus, people always 
want to look back at that ancient point in history and say, “Well of course they 
believed in things like virgin births back then; they were a superstitious people 
who didn’t understand modern biology like we do now.  I think what you ‘re 
seeing here from Joseph is that he understands how babies get made very well 
which is why his immediate assumption is that Mary has been unfaithful to him 
which is why he plans to divorce her. 

You see at this time in history, being pledged/betrothed to someone was 
much more significant than what you think of today with being engaged.  To 
break a betrothal you had to go through divorce proceedings. 

But look now at the angel’s message to Joseph in vs. 20.  The angel says, 
(READ vs. 20).  So God is calling Joseph to walk this similarly difficult path of 
trusting God in the midst of a situation – that for all intents and purposes – looks 
like a betrayal.   

App 

But in both cases – with Mary and with Joseph - the 
reason/justification/warrant that the angel gives to them that they don’t need to 
be afraid/// is God’s goodness/His gracious action towards them.  For Mary, it’s 
in giving her the amazing honor of bearing God’s holy Son in her womb; for 
Joseph, it’s in revealing to him God’s gracious action in Mary so that he does not 
divorce her. 

God says through His angel, “The reason you can walk this difficult path 
ahead of you is b/c I am good; I am gracious; I am with you.” 

And it will be no different for you and I today as God has called – or will call – 
you to some difficult path.  Our willingness to walk that path w/o fear of moving 
ahead will be directly related to our trust in His goodness. 

The problem is that – from the very beginning when Adam and Eve sinned – 
our default position is to doubt that God really is good; that He really does have 
our best interests in mind.  In fact it’s been said by many that the very first sin – 
and the sin that has plagued us ever since – was in doubting the goodness of God. 

And yet /// remember when I said to put that post it note up earlier when 
we talked about Mary?  Well, take it down now and consider:  In sending Jesus to 
be born in Mary, God was demonstrating His grace/His goodness to Mary.  
Doesn’t sending Jesus into the world; to live the perfectly obedient life we never 
could and to die the death we deserved b/c of our sin and rebellion//// doesn’t 
that demonstrate to us for all time God’s goodness and graciousness towards us 
as well? 
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God tells His people explicitly in places like Jer. 29:11 that His plans for us 

are good and hopeful and full of His blessing.  If we will only trust that He truly is 
good we can walk down any path He calls us to walk. 

If you’re a Christian here this morning, that means that whatever that 
situation is in your life that came to came to mind when I talked about a difficult 
path to walk at the start of all this; that means that you can walk down it w/o 
fear b/c God has demonstrated for all time that He is good in sending Jesus to 
save you. 

And if you’re not a Christian here today, that means you can submit your life 
at last to Jesus, now that you see how good and gracious He has been to you; that 
His plan is to bless you and redeem you, not to destroy you.  Jesus said Himself in 
John’s gospel – right after that famous vs. John 3:16 - in John 3:17 “For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world 
through Him.”  

Wherever you’re starting from this morning: will you trust in the goodness of 
God? It will remove paralyzing fear from your heart as you walk the path He’s 
calling you to. 
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So we see that if we believe that God is good, we can move ahead w/o fear.  

The last thing I want us to see from Mary and Joseph’s testimony is: 

2. If we believe God is sovereign: we need to obey 

Now this point is very closely connected to the first one.  B/c if you believe in 
God at all, most of don’t have a hard time believing that He the One running the 
show.  But think about it: just b/c we believe that someone is in control does not 
necessarily mean that we will obey them when they tell us to do something.  We 
must also believe that they are good, which is how this connects to the first point. 

We’ve seen this very sadly lived out in a number of recent events in the US 
involving the police and the African American community.  In cases like Eric Garner 
for instance who lost his life after being subdued by police b/c he would not submit 
to arrest.  It wasn’t at all that Eric didn’t know that the police had authority and 
were in control; he did not submit to the police b/c he did not believe that they were 
also good/had his best interests in mind.  (IMHO) 

So, very quickly now, turn back with me to Luke’s gospel, and look at Mary’s 
response to the angel in vs. 38.  The angel tells Mary of God’s difficult call on her life 
– but he doesn’t ask her; he’s simply telling her that this is going to happen – so God 
is the sovereign one in control.  But b/c Mary also believes God is good, look at her 
immediate response.  She says (READ vs. 38). 

So she doesn’t ask for a day to think about it; she doesn’t shoot a quick text to 
her mom to ask her if she thinks it would be ok.  She just says, “Yes!  Whatever God 
asks of me, I’m ready to obey.” 

Same thing with Joseph in Matthew’s gospel - turn back with me there.  In Matt. 
1:24 we read (READ Matt. 1:24).  His obedience is immediate as soon as he wakes 
up from tis dream. 

It should be said, that dreams in the bible are not the same as that crazy dream 
you had the other night when you decided to eat that meatball sub right before 
going to bed. 

In the bible, when God speaks to someone through a dream it is always 
unmistakably seen as God’s direction; not once does the person ever say, “Hmmmm.  
I wonder if that meant anything?”  They always see it as divine communication to 
them. 

Now, not as much is known about Mary, but if you look up at vs. 19 of Matthew’s 
account of Joseph we read Joseph was a “righteous man.”  Now what this means is 
not that Joseph was perfect or obeyed God perfectly, but that his life pattern was one 
of obedience to God and His commandments.  And so it’s my conviction that one of 
the reasons that Joseph obeyed God so immediately is b/c he was already in the 
habit of living a life in submission to God’s sovereign rule.  And so here – when God 
comes to him and tells him to take Mary as his wife – there’s not even a question in 
his mind of whether or not he’ll obey b/c he has trained himself over his life to 
submit his will to God’s. 
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App 

And as you think about your own life, may I be so bold as to ask you: if you’re 
having trouble submitting to the difficult path God has called you to walk 

First of all: is obedience to God the consistent pattern of your life?  As you 
read His word and listen to Him in prayer, who’s will is it that you would say 
consistently wins out in your life decisions?  Is it God’s?  Or is it yours? 

Jesus said very plainly in John 14:21 “Whoever has my commandments and 
obeys them he is the one who loves me.”  James says in his letter, “Do not be hearers 
of the word only and so deceive yourselves; do what it says.” 

But for a lot of Christians anyways, we like to pay a lot of lip-service to loving 
God and being in a relationship with Him.  But when it comes to submitting our will 
to His sovereign will and being obedient to Him, we come up with a thousand 
different reasons and excuses as to why it is that we don’t need to obey “this time” 
or “under these circumstances.”  And although no one would probably ever say it 
out loud, the true reason behind most of the reason we disobey God is b/c we 
believe we know better than He does.  Or, as I said in our first point, we still believe 
the lie of the serpent in the garden, and we don’t really trust that God is good. 

For Mary and for Joseph, the immediate nature of their obedience shows that 
they both trusted that God was good and that they saw their lives as being under, 
and in submission to, the sovereign rule of God. 

In the book of Acts – for instance – the apostles Peter and John speak about 
all the people and events that led to the death of Jesus on a Roman cross.  And in 
conclusion they say of God’s sovereign plan, “They did only what Your power and 
will decided beforehand should happen.” 

So that means that God has demonstrated His goodness in sending Jesus to 
save us and that He has also sovereignly ordained the events of history in such a 
way that our salvation would be accomplished through Jesus. 
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Conclusion 

 Think about your own life this morning.  Think about the place in life you’re 
in.  Think about whatever that difficult thing in your life is that God has called you to 
walk in. 

- maybe it’s an illness/ a difficult marriage or financial situation/ a season 
of loneliness or perhaps showing grace to a friend who has hurt your 
relationship 

Whatever it is. Will you simply be willing to take the next step?  To not allow 
your fear of the unknown to paralyze you?  You can be obedient to whatever it is 
that God has called you to if you truly believe that God is good and that He knows 
what He’s doing. And – look at me – not just “saying” you do/// but truly believing.  
Many of us – even those who say we know God even - are still paralyzed with fear, 
and are not being obedient to God’s call b/c we still don’t truly trust that He is good 
and that He knows what He’s doing. 

Don’t you see in the sending of Jesus – God’s most precious gift to us – that He 
is so very good?  And that in planning the events of history in order to accomplish 
our salvation through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, that He has our very 
best in mind? That His plans are for your good and not your destruction?   

If we believe that God is truly good and truly sovereign, then we can submit 
our lives to Him and obey Him at last - not in order to earn His favor in any way – 
but b/c in the sending of Jesus we see that we already have it. 

The angel’s word to Mary are God’s very same words to you today: Fear not!  
God has been gracious towards you! 

Merry Christmas. 

 

 

 


