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2.2

date: December 13, 2015
Bible Passage: Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 2:1–5

(Mary and Joseph)

God Is Love 

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago.
Isaiah 25:1 

Schedule 

CONNECT

10–20 minutes

GATHER

20–30 minutes

RESPOND

20–30 minutes

BLESS

10 minutes
Inspire
Grandma was sick for a long time. Her health was starting to decline quite rapidly, and we got the feeling that time was getting shorter. “I really feel like we all need to go and visit Grandma today and say our last goodbyes,” my husband said to me one Saturday morning. So, we gathered our children together and with sadness and tears shared with them what we felt we needed to do that day. 

During the drive to her home, we shared stories of Grandma and reflected on the wonderful memories we had of her. We spent many hours with her that day, each of us taking turns telling her how much we loved her and what she meant to us. Although she could no longer speak, we sang for her, shared favorite memories, and held her hand as we sat by her bedside. 

Days later, my husband had a strong feeling that he should go back to his mom’s. Just 20 minutes after he arrived and greeted her, she passed away. Though it was sad, the amazing part came as we talked with our children later. We reminded them how God encouraged us to visit Grandma the Saturday before to say our “I love yous.” God showed us exactly what we needed to do, and when, so we could show her the love and respect she deserved in our last moments with her. God knew what we all needed and when everything would take place. He loved us enough to lead us through it all. God truly gave us the strength we needed in such a difficult time.

Nicki Straza

Freedom House Church

Equip
God loved Joseph and knew he would need His strength for the coming challenges to be faced. There was a set Jewish custom to establish a marriage covenant between a man and his future bride. This betrothal custom began with a young man visiting the prospective bride’s home. He would ask for her father’s permission and pay a bride price to seal the covenant. Then the bridegroom would return to his home for about 12 months, during which time the betrothed couple would prepare for their marriage. It was during this separation that Mary became pregnant with Jesus through the Holy Spirit. Certainly, Joseph must have been devastated to learn that his beloved was pregnant with a child that was not his own. But Joseph was a man of God; he loved and respected Mary. Rather than publicly disgrace her, his thought was to quietly divorce her, as it was only through divorce that this betrothal covenant could be broken.

As Matthew 1:20 tells us, while Joseph was considering this option, he was visited by an angel of the Lord. This angel told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. The angel told him that the baby was conceived not by natural means, but would be a fulfillment of prophecy. Through this dream, God gave Joseph the strength he would need to support Mary as she carried the baby.

Such strength was needed again when the Roman emperor, Augustus, called for a census to be taken. It was necessary for Mary and Joseph to travel to Bethlehem to register (Joseph’s family was from the line of King David, whose ancestral home was Bethlehem). By this time, Mary was nearing the end of her pregnancy. The three-day journey to Bethlehem would be especially difficult for her to undertake. But God’s love for them both gave them the strength they needed as they made their way to the place where, in fulfillment of the prophecy, the Savior would be born. God’s love gives us strength.

Further Resources 
Zondervan Study Bible (Introduction to Isaiah, footnotes to Matthew/Luke). 2002. Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

Isaiah 7:14; 16:5; Micah 5:2; Jeremiah 33:17; Matthew 1:23

Keener, Craig S. 1994. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic.

www.biblegateway.com

www.blueletterbible.com

Remember Verse Motions  

Inspired by American Sign Language; demonstrated at www.signingsavvy.com and  www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb /browser.htm

Support
In an environment of Love and Respect, we as children of God can know and trust the leading and prompting of God’s Spirit—even when our feelings and humanity lead us in another direction. We can have the confidence to say:

Where you go I go, what you say I say, what you pray I pray. 
Jesus only did what he saw you do. He would only say what he heard you speak. 
He would only move, when he felt you lead. Following your heart, following your Spirit. 
How could I expect to walk without you, when every move that Jesus made was in surrender. 
I would not begin to live without you, for you alone are worthy, you are always good! 

—”Where You Go I Go,” lyrics by John Walker and Brian Mohr, 
As you prepare for this week, spend some time in the Scriptures provided. Allow yourself some time to reflect on your own journey with God as Counselor. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in this time of reflection and meditation. Ponder how the knowledge, understanding, and experience of God’s unconditional love have given you the strength to move forward in obedience. Ask the Holy Spirit to deepen that understanding and give you insight in communicating this to your little ones.

Scriptures for Reflection
Saul and Ananias: Acts 9:1–19

Philip and the Ethiopian: Acts 8:26–40

Jesus led by the Spirit to be tempted: Luke 4:1–13

Tru Mission Statement
Tru helps kids and their families connect to God, find their place in His big story,
and respond to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Path: Seeing the Mission Statement in a Tru Lesson
	Connecting leaders to God …
	—>
	Inspire, Equip, and Support 

	Connecting children and their families to God …
	—>
	HomeFront Weekly

and CONNECT

	… And His big story …
	—>
	GATHER

	… And inviting them to respond to Him …
	—>
	RESPOND

	… Through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	—>
	BLESS


Navigating Lesson 2.2

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	CONNECT
	—>
	

	GATHER
	—>
	Small Group Enhancements
As you place the weekly people squares on the timeline, invite children to help you storytell. The provided questions will prompt further conversation about what children have been experiencing. They’ll enjoy watching as the timeline fills from week to week and their knowledge of The Big God Story grows.

	RESPOND
	—>
	

	BLESS
	—>
	The Power of Blessing
Use this time to allow both volunteer leaders and parents to participate in blessing each child before they conclude their time together. Invite parents into the time of blessing at the end of the service, and encourage them to continue to bless their children throughout the week.


HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	CONNECT


	Always Loved

Our Emotions template (see Resources)

Crayons or markers

Transition Song

Optional: “The Cleanup Song” TruBlessings Worship

	GATHER


	Welcome

Treasure Trunk
Gizmo: puppet (see How It Works for purchasing suggestion)
Story Spots

Welcome Song

Welcome Song pieces (see Resources and How It Works document)
Remember Verse

Bible

Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

Butcher paper or poster board

Marker

Construction paper (several sheets, red)

Scissors

Tape

Bandana

The Big God Story

Bible

The Big God Story images: Angel, Joseph, and Caesar (see 
Resources)

Scissors

Glue

Manila folder or heavy card stock 

Masking tape or duct tape

WANT MORE?

Socks (3)

Fabric markers

Decorative craft supplies (suggestions: felt, satin, yarn, etc.)

Wonder Questions

Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

Small bag with a drawstring

Prayers & Praises

Prayers & Praises book

Index cards

Pen or marker

	RESPOND


	Engage: Where Does Our Strength Come From?

Worship music (suggestion: “Chasing After Me,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours)

Create: Wreaths of Strength

Paper plates (1 per child)

Scissors

Pencil

Pom-poms (several per child, red)

Glue

Table covering

Optional: tissue paper squares, Holly Leaf template (see Resources)

	BLESS


	Blessing

HomeFront Weekly (see Resources)


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

CONNECT:: 10–20 min.

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another, building the faith community using simple supplies and conversation starters.

Welcome children as they come into the room. Participate in the activities with children and engage them in conversation, whether it’s surrounding the activity or open-ended questions about themselves. This time will encourage kids to relationally engage throughout the lesson.

Always Loved
SUPPLIES

• Our Emotions template (see Resources)

• Crayons or markers

PREPARE AHEAD

Print one copy of the Our Emotions template for each child.
RELATE

After welcoming children, invite them to join you in the activity area. Hand each child an Our Emotions template and allow a moment for children to look at the faces. Let’s look at the faces on this paper. Interact with them about each face and what emotion it shows. What feelings do you see in these pictures? Can you think of a time when you felt each way? Feel free to share an experience of your own. Take a minute and color the face that best matches how you feel right now. Are you happy, sad, angry, worried, scared, or embarrassed? Interact with children as they’re coloring. Do you know what? I have some good news for you! No matter how we feel, God is love. He loves us all the time, and that will never change. When we remember that God is love, it can make us strong to do the things that He has planned for us!
After kids have colored the faces, invite them to share with the group. If a child is feeling sad, invite the other kids to encourage her. They can remind her that God always loves her, that they’re her friends, etc. If a child is happy, encourage him to share why he’s happy.
Teaching Tip

Consider having a table set up with crayons and blank cutout people ready for the Welcome Song from the Gather section. This will help welcome new friends into your time together as a faith community.

Transition Tool

“The Cleanup Song” from TruBlessings Worship may be a helpful tool to cue children that it’s time to transition into another activity or portion of the service. After the CONNECT activity, have children find their Story Spots to get ready for GATHER time. 
GATHER:: 20–30 min.

Children experience and learn about God through lively games, storytelling from The Big God Story, Wonder Questions, and prayer together as a faith community.

For detailed information on the GATHER section, including how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, please refer to the How It Works document for TruWonder Classroom in the Resources.

Begin your time together in GATHER with a Welcome Song.
Remember Verse 

SUPPLIES

• Bible

• Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

• Butcher paper or poster board

• Marker

• Construction paper (several sheets, red)

• Scissors

• Tape

• Bandana

PREPARE AHEAD

If you’re playing the game, cut out construction paper hearts (one per child). Write the Remember Verse on a large sheet of butcher paper or poster board. When you come to the word “you” in the verse, write it larger than the surrounding words. 
SET UP

Place the Remember Verse cards in the Bible and put the Bible in the Treasure Trunk. For the game, tape the butcher paper to the wall in an open area of your room. Set the paper hearts and bandana nearby.

RELATE

Friends, Gizmo and I are excited to work on the Remember Verse with you today. Right, Gizmo? Gizmo nods in agreement. The Bible is important and helps us to learn more about The Big God Story. Do you remember where we can read The Big God Story? Allow kids to answer. That’s right! We read The Big God Story in the Bible. Pull the Bible out of the Treasure Trunk. Open the Bible to Isaiah and read chapter 25, verse 1 aloud: 

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
Remember Verse Definitions
Exalt: worship, honor

Faithfulness: God always does what He says He will do.

Remember Verse Motions

Lord: Point up with both index fingers.
you are my God: Point to self.

I will exalt you: Hold both hands straight up with all fingers extended.

and praise your name: With arms extended, wiggle fingers as arms come down to sides.

for in perfect faithfulness: Stretch arms in front of body, palms up, and open to sides.

you have done wonderful things: Hold both hands in front of chest, palms facing outward. Push hands slightly forward at chest and then lower to stomach and push hands slightly out again.

things planned long ago: Point both thumbs back over shoulders.

REMEMBER VERSE GAME

Lead kids in a fun game with the Remember Verse. Give each child one heart with a piece of tape on the back. Have children close their eyes or cover them with a bandana. One at a time, each child will try to place his heart on one of the three “you” occurrences in the verse (like Pin the Tail on the Donkey). After each attempt, have children say the verse as a group. As more hearts cover the verse, children will have to rely more on their memories.
Developmentally Speaking

It’s important to remember that young children often experience God’s love by watching how the important people in their lives, such as their parents and other adult figures, treat them and speak to them. As God helps us show our children love and respect, He helps them learn that they can trust His love. 

The Big God Story

Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 2:1–5

Storytelling Technique: Puppets

Prayer of Release

The Prayer of Release is a time for children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. As you pray, encourage children to hold their hands out in front of them as if releasing their worries and distractions. This posture also shows they’re open to receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them.

SUPPLIES

• Bible

• The Big God Story images: Angel, Joseph, and Caesar (see Resources)

• Scissors

• Glue

• Manila folder or heavy card stock

• Masking tape or duct tape

PREPARE AHEAD

Print The Big God Story images. Cut out a heart from a manila folder or heavy card stock.

SET UP

Gather Bible, images, heart, and tape and place them beside the Storyteller. 

RELATE

After you finish the Remember Verse game, invite children to take a moment to get their wiggles out, and then have a seat on their Story Spot in the GATHER circle time area. 

I’m so glad you’re here today to hear the next part of The Big God Story. When we were together last, we heard about the important messages God had for Zechariah and Elizabeth and Mary. We’ve been learning how God prepared the way for the Savior He promised. God is love, and He sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us today. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release.
Open the Bible in your lap. Many years ago, there were two people who loved God very much. Their names were Mary and Joseph. Hold up Angel image. Last week we heard how an angel came to Mary and said, “Mary, you’re going to give birth to God’s special Promise, the Savior.” Mary was so surprised. Mary had promised to marry a man named Joseph. Hold up Joseph image. 
One night while Joseph was sleeping, God sent an angel to him in a dream. Hold up Angel image. The angel said, “Joseph, don’t be afraid! You can marry Mary. She’s going to have a special baby from God. He will be the Savior—the One God promised to send!”

Joseph woke up from his dream and felt God’s love. Joseph felt strong because he knew God loved him and was with him. Now he had the strength and courage to obey God and keep his promise to be Mary’s husband. 

At the same time, in a place called Rome, a very important leader named Caesar Augustus made a new law. Hold up Caesar image. He said, “I want to see how many people live in my country. We’ll count them all!” He ordered everyone to go home to be counted. Mary and Joseph went home too.

Caesar didn’t know it, but this was a part of God’s plan. Long ago, God had promised that His Savior would be born in the little town of Bethlehem. When Mary and Joseph went home, can you guess where they went? Children respond. Yes, they went to Bethlehem! 

It was a hard journey. It took Mary and Joseph three whole days to get there! But Mary and Joseph remembered that God was with them. God is love, and He gave them the strength they needed to do everything He had planned. God made sure that Jesus was born in Bethlehem—just like He had told the prophets so long ago.

God’s love gives us strength too, just like it did for Mary and Joseph. It doesn’t matter how we feel—God’s love is always with us. Hold up paper heart. Sometimes, we just don’t feel very strong. Tear paper heart. But with God’s love wrapped around us, we become strong. Tape heart back together and then begin to wrap heart with tape. God’s love gives us strength! Show how hard it is to tear heart now. God is love, and He is always with us. He will give us the strength we need to do everything He has planned for us. God had big plans for Mary and Joseph, and when we come together again next time, we’ll hear about a very special baby who enters their lives.
WANT MORE?

Additional Supplies: Socks (3), fabric markers, decorative craft supplies (suggestions: felt, satin, yarn, etc.)

If you feel creative, make sock puppets of the angel, Joseph, and Caesar by drawing faces onto socks and adding decorations. For instance, add wings made of felt or satin for the angel. Create a crown out of gold fabric for Caesar.

Wonder Questions 

SUPPLIES

• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

• Small bag with a drawstring

I wonder … What would it be like to hear from God in a dream?
I wonder … How did God’s love help Mary and Joseph?

I wonder … Do I need God’s love to make me strong? Why?
I wonder … How do I see that God is love in my life?
For the Leader

God’s love for us is constant and unending, no matter how we behave, how we feel, or what we do. His love strengthens us and enables us to do all that He has planned. God’s love and acceptance of us are constant and sure as we navigate life’s challenges. Because of this, we can find strength and courage. His love is everything we need to get through life.

Prayers & Praises 

SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book 

• Index cards

• Pen or marker

RELATE
After your time discussing the Wonder Questions, encourage everyone to stand and stretch for a moment. Then ask them to have a seat in a circle before moving into a time of Prayers & Praises. God is love, and He is always with His children.
Today, let’s pray and thank God for His love. If you’d like, you can lift your hands while we pray (lift hands with palms facing away from body). Our hands are lifted up like we’re giving something to someone. When we pray to God, we’re giving Him praise. You can tell Him whatever you want to say. I’ll start. Awesome God, You are love, and I’m so glad You love me so much. Allow children time to participate. Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the words you offered. Close this time as the Holy Spirit directs you. Then transition into a time of prayer for individual requests and praises. 
Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned and let the children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week.
Teaching Tip

If you need some language to help prompt your kids to think about the many ways God shows them His love, consider: Who sent Jesus to make the way for you to be with Him forever? God did. Does God listen when you pray? He is showing His love for you as He listens. What about when He talks with you? Is that showing you love? Yes, it is. 
RESPOND:: 20–30 min.

Children process what the Holy Spirit has been teaching and respond to God through collaborative and individual worship, and various forms of play including interactive games, activities, experiments, and more.

Engage: Where Does Our Strength Come From?

SUPPLIES

• Worship music (suggestion: “Chasing After Me,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours)

RELATE

After you’ve finished Prayers & Praises, direct your children to put away their Story Spots and get ready for a fun activity. God is love, and He is always with us and will give us the strength we need to do all that He has planned for us. Let’s say this together: God is love. Repeat with kids. 

We’re going to have some fun now playing Follow the Leader. The leader will pick actions that can help make us strong (examples: jumping jacks, hopping on one foot, dancing, swinging arms, etc.). Let each child lead for about 30 seconds, then choose a new leader. Others will try to copy the leader’s actions. At the end of each turn we’re going to shout together, “God is love!” We can do things to try and make ourselves strong, but what really makes us strong? Yes, God’s love! Turn on some music as kids play Follow the Leader.
Create: Wreaths of Strength 

SUPPLIES

• Paper plates (1 per child)

• Scissors

• Pencil

• Pom-poms (several per child, red)

• Glue 

• Table covering

• Optional: tissue paper squares, Holly Leaf template (see Resources)

PREPARE AHEAD

Each child will need a paper plate, pom-poms, and glue. To make the wreath shape, you can cut out the center of the plates, draw a circle in the middle and decorate around it, or assist the kids in cutting out the center later. Optional: Print and cut out the holly leaves (at least three per child).

SET UP

After covering your table, place a paper plate wreath and several pom-poms at each child’s seat. Set rest of the craft items in the center of the table.

RELATE

Gather your group and explain this Create activity. Have any of you ever seen a wreath before? Where? Kids will answer; interact with their responses. Today we hang wreaths on our doors at Christmastime. Long ago, wreaths were used as crowns, and they were given to the people who were the strongest and the fastest. Our wreaths are going to help us remember that when we’re scared or sad or don’t know what to do, God is with us and God is love. Whenever you look at your wreath, you can remember what is true about God and His love for you.

Explain that kids will use the tissue paper, red pom-poms, and any other supplies you’ve provided to create a Christmas wreath. If you left the center of the paper plate intact, demonstrate that kids will only decorate the outer ring. Or, help them cut out the inner ring.
As we decorate, let’s talk about God’s love and how it gives us strength. Do any of you have stories of a time when God gave you strength? How does it make you feel to know that God will always love you, no matter what? Encourage answers; share some of your own stories. God gives us His strength not because of anything we do, but just because He loves us so much! 

BLESS:: 10 min.
Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes each other at the close of the time together. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

Before saying good-bye to your children, you have the privilege of blessing them. Invite children to sit in a circle, while you read Deuteronomy 7:9 aloud. Encourage kids to listen for the word “love” and place their hand on their heart when they hear it.

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments. 

May you know God is love today and every day. May His great love bring you peace and joy.
REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
Note to Leaders
Remember to give children Remember Verse cards before they leave so they’ll have a chance to memorize the verse during the week with their parents.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
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