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2.3

date: December 20, 2015
Bible Passage: Luke 2:8–20

(The Birth of Jesus)

Jesus Is The Promise

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago.
Isaiah 25:1 

Schedule 

CONNECT

10–20 minutes

GATHER

20–30 minutes

RESPOND

20–30 minutes

BLESS

10 minutes
Inspire
As my hands hold my growing stomach, I imagine what it will be like in a few short months to cradle my baby girl in my arms. I am full of awe and delight with every movement she makes inside of me. I always knew I wanted to be a mother. When I was a little girl, I would play with my dolls and dream of the day when I would have my own child. I felt that God created me to be a mother and made a promise to me at a young age that my dream would one day come true. As I wait for my promise to be fulfilled, I embrace this time of waiting. I count down the moments until I’ll finally see her face.

During this time of anticipation, I think of God’s people as they waited for the Messiah. Hundreds of years they waited after God made a promise that He would send them a Redeemer. Prophets predicted His coming, including where He would be born and what He would be named. They waited until finally, Jesus was born—the fulfillment of God’s promise. 

Jesus was not only The Promise to God’s people then, He is The Promise to the world now. He is the Savior of the world, the One who will make all things right. The Bible foretold His coming, and we now wait for another promise to be fulfilled—His return—when we can be with Him forever.

Rae Lynn Lott

ROCKHARBOR Church

Equip
Just as we wait for Christ’s glorious return, God’s people patiently awaited His first arrival. The birth of Jesus was incredibly humble, especially for the arrival of a king. His first entrance into this world was much different than people had anticipated. He was placed in a manger, a feeding trough for animals (Luke 2:7), in the stable of a home in an inconsequential town called Bethlehem. The announcement of the birth of the Messiah was first made to shepherds who were keeping watch over their flocks (v. 8). Shepherds, who were typically teenage boys, were among the lowest class of people in Israel. This was a unique audience for the announcement of the King’s arrival. Yet these were the people God chose to be the first to hear of the birth of His Son. 

When an angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds, an announcement of good news for all people was given. God’s long-awaited and promised Messiah had been born (v. 11). Jesus came not for the religious or the wealthy alone, but to redeem all of mankind. 

The birth of Christ was a fulfillment of God’s promise throughout history. He first made the promise to send a Redeemer in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15). He later confirmed His promise by sparing Noah and his family and making a covenant with him (Genesis 6:18). Through Abraham’s lineage, God promised the entire world would be blessed (Genesis 22:15–18). Jesus’ birth marked the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promises to His people—to rescue and redeem them back to Himself. Jesus was God’s promise fulfilled. Through Him, all people can experience a restored relationship with God. It’s because of Christ that we’re able to take part in God’s epic story. Because of Christ, we’re able to play a part in God’s story with mankind, His great story of redemption and love.

Did You Know …

At this time in history, sheep that were used for temple sacrifices were kept in the fields outside of Bethlehem.

The work of the shepherds was doubled at night, due to the increased threat of thieves and other predators. The shepherds’ senses would have been on high alert as they were “keeping watch over their flocks at night” (Luke 2:8). It’s interesting to note that God announced to these particular shepherds, those guarding the temple flocks, the birth of His Son, who would later be the sacrificial Lamb bringing about the forgiveness of sins and redemption for all mankind.

Further Resources 
Arnold, Clinton E., ed. 2002. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, vol. 1 (Matthew, Mark, Luke). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

Guzik, David. “Study Guide for Luke 2.” Enduring Word. Blue Letter Bible. 7 Jul 2006. 2011. 22 Sep 2011. (www.blueletterbible.org)

Holman Christian Standard Bible, Commentary. 2004. Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers. 

Anthony, Michelle. 2010. The Big God Story. Colorado Springs: David C. Cook.

Remember Verse Motions  

Inspired by American Sign Language; demonstrated at www.signingsavvy.com and  www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb /browser.htm

Support
The birth of Jesus is epic and inspiring. It brings a message of hope for all mankind. His arrival represents the longing and waiting for God’s promised Messiah. Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise to God’s people, and He is the fulfillment of the promise to all of mankind. 

Spend some time this week thinking about the Christmas story. Ask God to reveal the awe and wonder of the birth of Jesus to you in a fresh way. Pray that He’ll give you new eyes and new ears for this story. Then ask yourself: How has the birth of Jesus affected my life? How has Christmas changed who I am and the part I play in The Big God Story?

Little star of Bethlehem!
Do we see Thee now?
Do we see Thee shining
O’er the tall trees?
Little Child of Bethlehem!
Do we hear thee in our hearts?
Hear the Angels singing:
Peace on earth, good will to men!
Noel!

O’er the cradle of a King,
Hear the Angels sing:
In Excelsis Gloria, Gloria!
From his Father’s home on high,
Lo! for us He came to die;
Hear the Angels sing:
Venite adoremus Dominum.

—”A Christmas Carol,” words and music by Charles Ives, 1894
Tru Mission Statement
Tru helps kids and their families connect to God, find their place in His big story,
and respond to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Path: Seeing the Mission Statement in a Tru Lesson
	Connecting leaders to God …
	—>
	Inspire, Equip, and Support 

	Connecting children and their families to God …
	—>
	HomeFront Weekly

and CONNECT

	… And His big story …
	—>
	GATHER

	… And inviting them to respond to Him …
	—>
	RESPOND

	… Through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	—>
	BLESS


Navigating Lesson 2.3

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	CONNECT
	—>
	

	GATHER
	—>
	Story Spots

Story Spot refers to an item used to mark the place where each child sits. Consider using carpet squares, small circle-shaped rugs, large sturdy place mats, or large round dot stickers. When children hear “The Cleanup Song,” or when you’ve finished with the Connect activities, cue them to choose a Story Spot, place it in the Gather time area, and sit down. At the close of your time together in Gather, encourage children to return their Story Spots to their original location.

Small Group Enhancements
As you place the weekly people squares on the timeline, invite children to help you storytell. The provided questions will prompt further conversation about what children have been experiencing. They’ll enjoy watching as the timeline fills from week to week and their knowledge of The Big God Story grows.

	RESPOND
	—>
	

	BLESS
	—>
	The Power of Blessing
Use this time to allow both volunteer leaders and parents to participate in blessing each child before they conclude their time together. Invite parents into the time of blessing at the end of 5

 service, and encourage them to continue to bless their children throughout the week.


HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	CONNECT


	Let’s Celebrate          

Party hats (1 per child)

Paper plates (1 per child, white)

Markers

WANT MORE?

Streamers (green and red)

Balloons (green and red) [image: image1.png]ALLERGY
ALERT




Transition Song

Optional: “The Cleanup Song” TruBlessings Worship

	GATHER


	Welcome

Treasure Trunk
Gizmo: puppet (see How It Works for purchasing suggestion)
Story Spots

Welcome Song
Welcome Song pieces (see Resources and How It Works document)

Remember Verse

Bible

Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

Scarves (1 per child)

The Big God Story

Bible

Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, and Angels cutouts (see Resources)

Scissors

Craft sticks (4)

Tape

Wonder Questions

Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

Small bag with a drawstring

Prayers & Praises

Prayers & Praises book

Index cards

Pen or marker

	RESPOND


	Live Nativity 

None

Follow the Star 

Cellophane or resealable bags (1 per child, gallon-size) 

Construction paper (2–3 sheets per child, yellow)

Assorted decorations (suggestions: glitter, yarn, ribbons, pom-poms, etc.)

Transparent tape

Star template (see Resources) 

Crayons

Scissors

	BLESS


	Blessing

HomeFront Weekly (see Resources)


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

CONNECT:: 10–20 min.

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another, building the faith community using simple supplies and conversation starters.

Welcome children as they come into the room. Participate in the activities with children and engage them in conversation, whether it’s surrounding the activity or open-ended questions about themselves. This time will encourage kids to relationally engage throughout the lesson.

Create: Let’s Celebrate 

SUPPLIES

• Party hats (1 per child)

• Paper plates (1 per child, white)

• Markers

SET UP

Set the party hats and plates on the table. 
RELATE

Welcome children and invite them to join you at the table and put on the party hats. What do you like to do when it’s your birthday? Allow kids to answer. Yes, we all like to have a birthday party, don’t we? Today, we get to celebrate Jesus’ birthday! The Big God Story tells us that God promised to send a Savior, and it’s Jesus! Because of Him, we get to be a part of The Big God Story, too. When we choose to follow Jesus, we get to be friends with God forever and ever!
We’re going to use our party plates to get to know each other as we celebrate Jesus’ birthday! Encourage children to draw themselves and one thing they like on their party plates. Then go around the table and allow each of the kids to share what she drew. Wow, it’s so fun to make friends and to celebrate Jesus’ birthday together!
WANT MORE?

Additional Supplies: Streamers (green and red), balloons (green and red) [image: image2.png]ALLERGY
ALERT




Hang streamers around the room. Blow up balloons and scatter them around the room. 
Teaching Tip

Consider having a table set up with crayons and blank cut-out people ready for the Welcome Song from the Gather section. This will help welcome new friends into your time together as a faith community.

Transition Tool

“The Cleanup Song” from TruBlessings Worship may be a helpful tool to cue children it’s time to transition into another activity or portion of the service. 
GATHER:: 20–30 min.

Children experience and learn about God through lively games, storytelling from The Big God Story, Wonder Questions, and prayer together as a faith community.

For detailed information on the GATHER section, including how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, please refer to the How It Works document for TruWonder Classroom in the Resources.

Begin your time together in GATHER with a Welcome Song.
Remember Verse 

SUPPLIES

• Bible 

• Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

• Scarves (1 per child)

SET UP

Place the Remember Verse cards in the Bible and put the Bible in the Treasure Trunk.  
RELATE

I’m so glad each of you is here to worship today! Gizmo nods in agreement. We’re celebrating Jesus’ birthday, and He deserves all our worship! Gizmo, do you like to celebrate and praise God? Gizmo nods in affirmation. Me too! Gizmo whispers in your ear. In an excited voice say: Gizmo, I agree! God has done wonderful things, and sending Jesus is a great reason to praise Him! Gizmo nods excitedly. Gizmo, can you dance over and get the Bible out for us? Dancing is a way to praise Jesus! After Gizmo retrieves the Bible, find and read Isaiah 25:1: 

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
Remember Verse Definitions
Exalt: worship, honor

Faithfulness: God always does what He says He will do.

Remember Verse Motions

Lord: Point up with both index fingers.
you are my God: Point to self.

I will exalt you: Hold both hands straight up with all fingers extended.

and praise your name: With arms extended, wiggle fingers as arms come down to sides.

for in perfect faithfulness: Stretch arms in front of body, palms up, and open to sides.

you have done wonderful things: Hold both hands in front of chest, palms facing outward. Push hands slightly forward at chest and then lower to stomach and push hands slightly out again.

things planned long ago: Point both thumbs back over shoulders.

REMEMBER VERSE GAME

Invite kids to sit in a circle and give each child a scarf to hold. Ask children to practice waving their scarves in the air. Explain that as you say each word of the Remember Verse, you’ll point to a different child who will wave his scarf when you point to him. Encourage kids to all say the words of the verse together with you. Repeat as often as time allows.

The Big God Story

Luke 2:8–20

Storytelling Technique: Puppets, Actions

Prayer of Release

The Prayer of Release is a time for children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. As you pray, encourage children to hold their hands out in front of them as if releasing their worries and distractions. This posture also shows they’re open to receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them.

SUPPLIES

• Bible 

• Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, and Angels cutouts (see Resources)

• Scissors

• Craft sticks (4)

• Tape

PREPARE AHEAD

Print each of the cutouts and cut them out. Tape each one to a craft stick to make puppets.

RELATE

Invite children to take a moment to get their wiggles out, and then have a seat on their Story Spot in the GATHER circle time area. I’m so glad you’re here, because today is a special day! Place your hands on your heart if you remember what we learned last time we were together. Allow for responses. Yes, we learned that Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem and we learned that God is love. But before we get started and find out what happens in Bethlehem, let’s pray and ask God to teach us. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release. 
Open the Bible in your lap. At the very beginning of The Big God Story, who made the world and everything in it? Allow kids to answer. Yes, God did! He also made people. God loves people so very much. But something sad happened. The people didn’t listen to God’s words. When they chose to disobey Him, everything changed. The very special friendship the people had with God was broken because sin had come into the world. They needed someone to rescue them from their sin. Invite kids to show the kind of face the first people may have made when they sinned. But God had a plan. He promised to send a Savior who’d rescue people from sin and make the way for them to be with God forever and ever. 
So the people began to wait for the Savior God promised. God was with His people while they waited. Invite kids to check their “watches” as if waiting. He never left them—not for one minute! When the time had come, God sent a message to a woman named Mary (hold up Mary puppet). What do you think He told Mary? Allow kids to respond. He told her that she was going to have a baby. Her baby was God’s Son—Jesus, the Savior!

Mary had promised to marry a man named Joseph (hold up Joseph puppet), and together they waited for the baby’s birth. Just before the baby arrived, Joseph and Mary took a trip to their hometown of Bethlehem. Pretend to “walk” with Mary and Joseph puppets. 

Bethlehem was very crowded. Joseph looked for a place for them to spend the night, but there was no room available. So an innkeeper let Mary and Joseph spend the night in a place where animals also lived. That very night, Mary’s baby came—it was Jesus, God’s Son! She wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in one of the animals’ feeding boxes. Set down Mary and Joseph puppets.
There were shepherds (hold up Shepherds puppet) in a nearby field watching their sheep. All of a sudden, angels (hold up Angels puppet) appeared everywhere! Invite kids to show a face they would make if they saw so many angels. The angels had good news. Jesus, the Savior God had promised, was born! God’s Son made Himself small and came to earth as a baby—and His name is Jesus! Jesus is The Promise! Set down Angels puppet.
The shepherds hurried to find Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus. Move Shepherds puppet as if running. Invite kids to show a face the shepherds might have made when they saw the baby Jesus. After they saw Jesus for themselves, the shepherds told everyone that God’s Promise had come! Jesus is God’s Promise.

When there’s good news, you want everyone to know it, don’t you? God did too. So He placed a very bright star in the sky to announce Jesus’ birth. Some wise men far away saw the star, and they knew there was something very special about it. They traveled for many, many miles to the place where Jesus was. When they saw Jesus, they fell to their knees and worshipped Him. Invite kids to bow down as wise men did.
God made a promise in the very beginning that He would send a Savior. When the time was right, God sent Jesus to earth as a baby. Jesus is The Promise! Next time we’re together, we’ll hear about a king before Jesus’ time that helped make the way for Jesus to come and for all people to be with God forever and ever. When we choose to trust and obey Jesus, we get to play a special part in His story, The Big God Story. Let’s celebrate by clapping and cheering because God brought Jesus to be our Savior! Lead kids in cheering.

Wonder Questions 

SUPPLIES

• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

• Small bag with a drawstring.

I wonder … What was it like for God’s people to wait for Jesus, God’s promised Savior?

I wonder … What was Jesus like as a baby? As a child?
I wonder … What might it have been like to see the angels and the star in the sky that announced Jesus’ birth?
I wonder … How does it feel to know that Jesus is the promised Savior?

Prayers & Praises 

SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book 

• Index cards

• Pen or marker

RELATE
After your time discussing the Wonder Questions, encourage everyone to stand and stretch for a moment. Then, ask them to have a seat in a circle before moving into a time of Prayers & Praises. Jesus is The Promise that lets us be with God forever.
Today, let’s pray and thank God for His Son, The Promise. If you’d like, you can lift your hands while we pray (lift hands with palms facing away from body). Our hands are lifted up like we’re giving something to someone. When we pray to God, we’re giving Him praise. You can tell Him whatever you want to say. I’ll start. Father God, I’m so happy Jesus is The Promise. Allow children time to participate. Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the words you offered. Close this time as the Holy Spirit directs you. Then transition into a time of prayer for individual requests and praises. 
Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned and let the children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week.
RESPOND:: 20–30 min.

Children process what the Holy Spirit has been teaching and respond to God through collaborative and individual worship, and various forms of play including interactive games, activities, experiments, and more.

Engage: Live Nativity 

RELATE

After you’ve finished Prayers & Praises, direct your children to put away their Story Spots and get ready for a fun activity. Have children stand and spread out around the room so they have lots of space to move around. God’s people probably never imagined their promised Savior would come as a baby in an animal’s feeding trough. But this was God’s way of sending His Son to earth! Jesus didn’t come like a king on a horse or a soldier with a sword. God chose to have Jesus come as a baby who was born among the animals. 
Today let’s have some fun pretending to be some of those animals, as well as the people who were blessed to be there when Jesus was just a baby. Lead kids in bringing to life the nativity by acting out both animate and inanimate objects. For example, a horse, chicken, cow, sheep, shepherds, Joseph, Mary, wise men, the star, the angels, and even the manger or the hay. Encourage kids to be silly and really get into the action. Have the whole group participate in acting as a character. 

WANT MORE?

Consider dividing up the roles to have the whole scene represented at once.

Developmentally Speaking

Role-playing as human and animal characters can help children develop observational skills. Role-playing encourages kids to consider what it would be like to be someone (or something) else. It also helps pull together fragments of what they’ve learned to create a more complete understanding.

Create: Follow the Star 

SUPPLIES

• Cellophane or resealable bags (1 per child, gallon-size) 

• Construction paper (2–3 sheets per child, yellow)

• Assorted decorations (suggestions: glitter, yarn, ribbons, pom-poms, etc.)

• Transparent tape

• Star template (see Resources) 

• Crayons

• Scissors

PREPARE AHEAD

Cut the cellophane into 11- by 16-inch rectangles, one per child. When folded in half, the cellophane should be roughly the size of a sheet of notebook paper. Fold the cellophane in half and tape three sides shut, leaving one side open. You may also substitute a gallon-size resealable bag, one per child. Trace the Star template onto yellow construction paper and cut out about three to five stars per child.

SET UP

Put one cellophane “pocket” and a set of stars at each child’s place in your activity area. 

RELATE

Today we heard that God placed a star in the sky when Jesus was born. Later, the wise men saw this star and traveled to Bethlehem with gifts and offerings of worship for Jesus. Explain that the cellophane pocket is going to be their night sky and they’re going to fill it with stars. Show children the extra decorations they can use to make their stars beautiful. The night sky can help us remember Jesus’ birth. Why is it so amazing that God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth? How do you want to praise Him today for sending His Son? Let children share, and interact with their responses.
After your discussion, invite kids to decorate their stars. They can use crayons to decorate, or you can help them write some praises to God for sending His Son. When the kids are finished decorating, show them how to slip their stars into the cellophane pocket along with some extra glitter and decorations. Look how beautiful all these stars are! They’ll help you remember the special star that led the wise men to Jesus, The Promise. God sent that special star because He was so excited to share the good news about His Son, Jesus the Savior! Jesus is the One to make the way for people to be friends with God forever. When finished, if not using resealable bags, help the children tape the final edge of their cellophane pocket closed.  

BLESS:: 10 min.
Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes each other at the close of the time together. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

Before saying good-bye to your children, you have the privilege of blessing them. Invite children to stand in a straight line, shoulder to shoulder. Read Luke 2:11 aloud to the children.

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

Invite the first child to turn to her neighbor and high-five him saying, “Our Savior is born!” Then that child will turn to his immediate neighbor and repeat, going all the way down the line.

May you always remember that Jesus is The Promise and that He has made the way for you to be with Him forever and ever. 

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
Note to Leaders
Remember to give children Remember Verse cards before they leave so they’ll have a chance to memorize the verse during the week with their parents.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
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