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2.5

date: _____________

Bible Passage: 1 Samuel 16:1–13

(Samuel Anoints David)

God Is Provider

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago.
Isaiah 25:1 

Schedule 

CONNECT

10–20 minutes

GATHER

20–30 minutes

RESPOND

20–30 minutes

BLESS

10 minutes
Inspire
I teach at a Christian university. One of my favorite assignments is the “personal testimony” speech. This is an opportunity for the students to share what they believe, why they believe it, and how to share their faith. After I assigned the speech, a student asked if we could talk about the assignment. We scheduled an appointment in the school café. 

The day of our meeting was challenging. As I walked in the café, I forced myself to put on my “happy teacher” face. She told me she was having trouble writing her testimony because she wasn’t sure she was a Christian. I was stunned; God had my attention. I quickly regrouped. I recognized that God provided this opportunity for me to guide this student and to be used for His plans. 

She explained she had grown up in a Christian home and always thought of herself as a Christian, but now she was having doubts. We talked about her life and faith, and about questions she still had about God and Christianity. The Holy Spirit began to change her heart. I felt privileged to be able to pray with my student as she gave her life to Jesus.  

God allowed me to be present to experience Him at work in this young woman’s life and provided support for me as I answered her questions. When we choose to submit ourselves to Him, we can be His hands and feet in the world. The God of the universe can be glorified in and through our lives when we respond to Him with a willing heart.

Jeff Carter

Director of HaDavar Ministries, Irvine CA

Equip
God prepares us and provides exactly what we need to do what He has planned for us. We can see this illustrated through the life of David.

David’s training first began as a shepherd. He was the youngest son in the family, and the task of shepherding the animals fell to him. It wasn’t a glamorous job and provided a perfect setting for a heart of humility to be cultivated in David. While in the fields, David was able to think and sit in awe of God’s creation. He used this time to meditate on God’s Word and express it in praise. He also learned to trust God in times of danger. When the lions, bears, and wolves presented a threat, God developed a trusting, warrior’s heart within David, both of which he would need as king. 

God continued to prepare David for service by strategically placing him in the presence of the current king as one of his armor bearers (1 Samuel 16:21). Here he was able learn how a king rules. As a teenage shepherd boy, holding an internship in the palace was invaluable for David. 

In 1 Samuel 16:13, we read that the Spirit of the Lord came upon David powerfully from the day of his anointing forward. God immediately gave David the most important thing he would need to serve Him—His powerful presence in David’s life.

Further Resources 
Remember Verse Motions 
Inspired by American Sign Language; demonstrated at www.signingsavvy.com and www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
Support
Read 1 Samuel 16:1–13.

Take a few minutes and write down your observations from Scripture. Are there any words or phrases that are repeated? What does this tell you about the message in this passage?

Read the passage once again. What do you know about God from looking at the anointing of David? Allow yourself some time to complete this phrase: God is … Repeat this process as often as you see a character trait of God revealed. What message might God have for you? How will this understanding influence the way you lead this lesson?

There is so much we can learn about who God is and what He desires from us, just by thinking through what He might be saying to us through His Spirit. As you meditate on this passage of Scripture, may God speak and reveal more of Himself to you.

Tru Mission Statement
Tru helps kids and their families connect to God, find their place in His big story,
and respond to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Path: Seeing the Mission Statement in a Tru Lesson
	Connecting leaders to God …
	—>
	Inspire, Equip, and Support 

	Connecting children and their families to God …
	—>
	HomeFront Weekly

and CONNECT

	… And His big story …
	—>
	GATHER

	… And inviting them to respond to Him …
	—>
	RESPOND

	… Through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	—>
	BLESS


Navigating Lesson 2.5

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	CONNECT
	—>
	

	GATHER
	—>
	Small Group Enhancements
As you place the weekly people squares on the timeline, invite children to help you storytell. The provided questions will prompt further conversation about what children have been experiencing. They’ll enjoy watching as the timeline fills from week to week and their knowledge of The Big God Story grows.

	RESPOND
	—>
	

	BLESS
	—>
	


HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	CONNECT


	Party Planners 

Whiteboard and dry erase marker

Transition Song

Optional: “The Cleanup Song,” TruBlessings Worship

	GATHER


	Welcome 

Treasure Trunk
Gizmo: puppet (see How It Works for purchasing suggestion)

Story Spots
Welcome Song

Welcome Song pieces (see Resources and How It Works document)
Remember Verse

Bible

Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)
The Big God Story

The Big God Story cutouts: Sons of Jesse, Young David, Jesse, Samuel, Question Mark (see Resources)

Card stock

Scissors

Storyboard (felt or magnetic)

Small magnets or Velcro strips (12)

Optional: laminator, whiteboard, dry erase marker

Wonder Questions

Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

Small bag with a drawstring

Prayers & Praises

Prayers & Praises book

Index cards

Pen or marker


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	RESPOND


	Whole Self 

None

Heart of Worship 

Disposable food-storage containers or small boxes (1 per child, various sizes)

Rubber bands (6–10 per child, various sizes)

Worship music (suggestion: “I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours)

	BLESS


	Blessing

HomeFront Weekly (see Resources)


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

CONNECT:: 10–20 min.

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another, building the faith community using simple supplies and conversation starters.

Welcome children as they come into the room. Participate in the activities with children and engage them in conversation, whether it is surrounding the activity or open-ended questions about themselves. This time will encourage kids to relationally engage throughout the lesson.

Party Planners

SUPPLIES

• Whiteboard and dry erase marker 

RELATE

After welcoming children, invite them to join you in a circle on the floor. I’m so glad to be with all of you today! I need your help thinking of some ideas. How many of you like birthday parties? Allow children to respond. Birthday parties are so much fun, aren’t they? Let’s go around the circle, and each of you can share what you enjoy most about birthday parties. Allow children to share their favorite thing about birthday parties. Write their answers on the board in your room. Share your favorite thing with your group too.

WANT MORE?

When your discussion is finished, point to the thoughts on the board. These are such wonderful things you shared. Let’s pretend to have a birthday party together and do some of these activities. Give children a few minutes to act out parts of a birthday party. They might want to sing “Happy Birthday,” pretend to blow out candles and eat cake, or even play one of the suggested party games. (Games like Ring-around-the-Rosy and Duck Duck Goose are easy to do without any prep or supplies.) Wow, that was so much fun! In The Big God Story, we’re going to hear about how God is provider—how He chose to use a small boy named David and how He provided everything David needed for his important work. God provides for us too!
Developmentally Speaking

Being intentional about encouraging imagination in four- and five-year-olds has several benefits. Imaginative play has been shown to improve a child’s vocabulary. It also gives children a way to experiment with being in control. In imaginative play, children get to make choices as well as problem solve.

Transition Tool

“The Cleanup Song” from TruBlessings Worship may be a helpful tool to cue children it’s time to transition into another activity or portion of the service.

GATHER:: 20–30 min.

Children experience and learn about God through lively games, storytelling from The Big God Story, Wonder Questions, and prayer together as a faith community.

For detailed information on the GATHER section, including how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, please refer to the How It Works document for TruWonder Classroom in the Resources.

Begin your time together in GATHER with a Welcome Song.
Remember Verse 

SUPPLIES

• Bible 

• Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

SET UP

Place the Remember Verse cards in the Bible and put the Bible in the Treasure Trunk.  
RELATE

Whisper back and forth with Gizmo for a few moments while nodding in agreement. Oh, hi, friends! Gizmo and I were just talking about all the wonderful things in our day today. Right, Gizmo? Gizmo nods yes. Who can raise her hand and tell us something wonderful about your day today? Gizmo can call on kids to respond. Those are all wonderful things! God does wonderful things too. Would anyone like to share a wonderful thing God does? Gizmo can call on kids to respond. Thanks for sharing! Gizmo, can you get the Bible for us? After Gizmo retrieves the Bible, find and read Isaiah 25:1:
REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS

Exalt: worship, honor

Faithfulness: God always does what He says He will do. 

Remember Verse Motions

Lord: Point up with both index fingers.
you are my God: Point to self.

I will exalt you: Hold both hands straight up with all fingers extended.

and praise your name: With arms extended, wiggle fingers as arms come down to sides.

for in perfect faithfulness: Stretch arms in front of body, palms up, and open to sides.

you have done wonderful things: Hold both hands in front of chest, palms facing outward. Push hands slightly forward at chest and then lower to stomach and push hands slightly out again.

things planned long ago: Point both thumbs back over shoulders.

REMEMBER VERSE GAME

Explain that as a group, you’ll clap your hands for each word of the Remember Verse as you say it together aloud. Repeat several times. Then tell the kids you’ll say the verse and clap once, instead of saying one of the words. Invite a child to share the missing word. Repeat as often as time allows.

The Big God Story
1 Samuel 16:1–13 

Storytelling Technique: Storytelling Illustrations
Prayer of Release

The Prayer of Release is a time for children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. As you pray, encourage children to hold their hands out in front of them as if releasing their worries and distractions. This posture also shows they’re open to receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them.

SUPPLIES

• The Big God Story cutouts: Sons of Jesse, Young David, Jesse, Samuel, Question Mark (see Resources)

• Card stock

• Scissors

• Storyboard (felt or magnetic)

• Small magnets or Velcro strips (12)

• Optional: laminator, whiteboard, dry erase marker

PREPARE AHEAD

Print the cutouts in color onto card stock and consider laminating the pages (for greater durability). Cut out each figure individually. Place a piece of Velcro or a small magnet on each cutout. Set up a storyboard in your room. Optional: If you have a magnetic dry erase board, you could draw scenery as a background to use during the storytelling.

RELATE

Invite children to take a moment to get their wiggles out and then have a seat on their Story Spots in the GATHER circle time area. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release.

Last time in The Big God Story, we heard how God’s people had a great and mighty King who ruled over them. Who was this great and mighty King? Children will answer. That’s right. It was the Lord God Himself. He had a plan to give the people an earthly king. But the people didn’t want to wait for God’s plans. They wanted an earthly king right away! The people complained and complained to God until He gave them a king named Saul. 

Saul trusted and obeyed God at first. But it wasn’t long until he started doing things his way instead of what God said was best. Was this a good choice or a bad choice? Kids will answer. You’re right. It was a bad choice. The king was ignoring God’s words and wasn’t helping the people trust and obey God. Something had to be done. 

The time had come for the new king, David, to be chosen. God told Samuel to go to Bethlehem (put Samuel cutout on one end of board) to the house of a man named Jesse (put Jesse cutout on other end of board), and Samuel obeyed God. He followed God’s directions and went to Bethlehem to Jesse’s house (move Samuel cutout by Jesse cutout). 

Jesse had eight sons. How many sons did Jesse have? Children will answer. Eight, that’s right. God was going to choose the next king from Jesse’s family. The first son to see Samuel was Jesse’s oldest son. Place first son cutout on board. He was tall and strong. Can you show me your strongest muscles? Kids will do muscle arms. Good job! Samuel thought for sure this must be the man God would provide as king. But God said no. He wasn’t looking for someone big and strong. He was looking for someone who would love Him with his whole heart.

Samuel went to the second son, but he wasn’t the next king either. Add next son to board. Then he went to the third son, but it wasn’t him. Add next son. Samuel went to the fourth son (add a son) and the fifth son (add a son). He even went to the sixth and seventh sons. Add last two sons. God said it wasn’t any of them. God will provide though, so we shouldn’t worry! How many sons came to Samuel? Let’s count them. Point to each son as you count from one to seven. Can you help me remember? Was it the first son? Point to first son and allow kids to answer “no.” No? But he was the strongest. Take first cutout down. Did God provide the second son to be the next king? Allow kids to shake heads and say “no.” Really? Allow class to say “no” again, then remove cutout. Okay. What about the third son? Allow answers, then remove next son cutout. How about the fourth son? It was him, right? Allow answers, then remove cutout. Oh, wow! I know God will provide! How about the fifth son? Allow answers, then remove cutout. What? Not him either? We’re running out of sons! What about the sixth and seventh sons? Allow answers, then remove cutouts. But we’re out of sons! How will God provide? Interact with answers.
Samuel was surprised too. He asked Jesse if there was another son he hadn’t met. Place Question Mark cutout on board. Jesse told Samuel that he did have one more son, but that he was young and was out in the fields with the sheep. Samuel asked to see him, so Jesse sent for his last son to come and meet Samuel. When the youngest boy walked up (remove Question Mark and place Young David cutout on board), God said to Samuel, “He’s the one.” This youngest son’s name was David, and David the one God had chosen to be the next king. God provided!

David was special. He trusted and obeyed God, and he loved God with his whole heart. Do you know where your heart is? Interact with children. That’s right, our hearts are right here. Place hand over chest. The heart is a big muscle that helps the blood move throughout our bodies. When we say that David loved God with his whole heart, do we mean that David loved God with the thing that pumped the blood through his body? Allow responses. Not exactly. When you love someone with your whole heart, it means that you love with your whole self. David didn’t just kind of love God; David loved God as much as he could possibly love Him. He loved God with his whole self. 

God provided a new king in David. In fact, many years later, Jesus was born into King David’s family! God provided again when He sent the promised Savior, Jesus. When we choose to follow and trust God, we can be a part of His plans too. You may be little, but God has special plans just for you, just like He did for David. God can use you to show other people how much He loves them. As God provides for us all, it’s fun to look at everything we’ve learned about Him. I can’t wait until next time when we’ll remember and celebrate that God is a promise keeper, God is love, Jesus is The Promise, God is our King, and God is provider!

Wonder Questions 

SUPPLIES

• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

• Small bag with a drawstring

I wonder … How did David feel when he found out he was going to be the next king?
I wonder … What did the brothers think when the oldest and strongest of them weren’t chosen?
I wonder … How might God want to use me in His big plan?
I wonder … What are some ways God provides for me in my life?
Prayers & Praises 

SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book

• Index cards

• Pen or marker

RELATE
After your time discussing the Wonder Questions, encourage everyone to stand and stretch for a moment. Then, ask them to have a seat in a circle before moving into a time of Prayers & Praises. God is provider. He takes care of everything!
Today, let’s pray and thank God for being our provider. If you’d like, you can lift your hands while we pray (lift hands with palms facing away from body). Our hands are lifted up like we’re giving something to someone. When we pray to God, we’re giving Him praise. You can tell Him whatever you want to say. I’ll start. Father God, You know what I need before I even ask! Thank You for always providing for me. Allow children time to participate. Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the words you offered. Close this time as the Holy Spirit directs you. Then transition into a time of prayer for individual requests and praises. 
Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned and let the children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week. 
RESPOND:: 20–30 min.

Children process what the Holy Spirit has been teaching and respond to God through collaborative and individual worship, and various forms of play including interactive games, activities, experiments, and more.

Engage: Whole Self

RELATE

Encourage children to spread out in the activity area, at least an arm’s length apart. Friends, I want to love God more and more every day. I want to love Him with my whole heart, like David did. How about you? Encourage responses. Let’s have some fun right now telling God we love Him by using our whole selves! Lead children in this gross-motor-skill activity where you’ll execute a growing series of movements. 

Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put your other hand in the air if you love God!
Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put your other hand in the air if you love God!
Put both hands up and shake them around if you love God!
Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put your other hand in the air if you love God!
Put both hands up and shake them around if you love God!
Kick one foot up if you love God!
Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put your other hand in the air if you love God!
Put both hands up and shake them around if you love God!
Kick one foot up if you love God!
Kick the other foot up if you love God!
Put one hand in the air if you love God!
Put your other hand in the air if you love God!
Put both hands up and shake them around if you love God!
Kick one foot up if you love God!
Kick the other foot up if you love God!
Now jump up and down, and move your whole self if you love God!
You can also execute the series of movements in reverse order if time allows, ending with the singular motion of raising one hand. 

Create: Heart of Worship

SUPPLIES

• Disposable food-storage containers or small boxes without lids (1 per child, various sizes)

• Rubber bands (6–10 per child, various sizes)

• Worship music (suggestion: “I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours)

SET UP

Each child will need a container or box and six to ten rubber bands. Experiment to make sure your rubber bands fit snuggly around the containers but aren’t so tight that they break or are hard to get on.

RELATE

God provided King David with everything he needed to be a good king. And David loved God very much. One of the ways King David showed God how much he loved Him was by making music for Him. We can read some of David’s songs in the book of Psalms. The Bible also tells us that King David was very good at playing an instrument like a harp. We’re going to make some harps of our own and worship God through music, telling Him we love Him with our whole hearts.  

Demonstrate how the rubber bands should be placed around the container (so the bands reach across the open side). When plucked, the rubber bands will make various noises depending on the size of the container and the tightness of the band. Allow children to experiment with their instruments. If you have different sizes of bands, they may even want to try out the different sizes to hear different sounds. You might need to help some of the children place the bands around the containers. After the children have had some time to figure out their new instruments, invite them to join you and play along to an upbeat worship song such as “I Can Sing” from TruWorship Sincerely Yours.

WANT MORE?

Engage children in questions to take the discussion further. Can you share times in The Big God Story when God provided for His people? Have there been some times in your life when God provided for you? Consider sharing a personal story of God’s provision in your life with the kids. 

BLESS:: 10 min.
Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes each other at the close of the time together. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

Before saying good-bye to your children, you have the privilege of blessing them. Gather children together in a circle. Then go around the circle, speaking an individual blessing over each child. Alternate the statements as you move around your group: 

(Child’s name), God loves you and provides for you. Move to the next child: (Child’s name), He wants to provide for you and take care of you. For the next child: (Child’s name), may you love God with all of your heart.

Then close your time by speaking a blessing over the entire group. Have children place their hands out in front of themselves, palms up as if cupping them together to hold water. This is a posture that demonstrates our willingness to receive what God has for each of us. The time of blessing is an opportunity for children to practice another physical posture of worship. Repeat the verse several times.

Children, may you know God as your provider and love Him with your whole heart. May God provide for your every need. 

REMEMBER VERSE

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

Isaiah 25:1
Note to Leaders
Remember to give children Remember Verse cards before they leave so they’ll have a chance to memorize the verse during the week with their parents.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
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