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2.7

date: _____________

Bible Passage: 1 Kings 17

(Food for Elijah)

God Cares 

REMEMBER VERSE

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, 
and the judgments he pronounced. 

1 Chronicles 16:11–12
Schedule 

CONNECT

10–20 minutes

GATHER

20–30 minutes

RESPOND

20–30 minutes

BLESS

10 minutes
Inspire

When I was in college, I was asked to lead a core group of junior high girls at my church. I was flattered that the youth pastor had thought of me, but I felt very inadequate. As I prayed about whether or not this was a ministry I should jump into, doubts began to creep up. I was working and going to school. Would I have time to invest in the students they were asking me to lead? Did I have the energy the position would take? I was still fairly new in my faith. Would I be able to answer their questions? 

The more I thought about it, the more reluctant I became. I was unsure about my qualifications, and yet I continued to feel God leading me to take the position. Though I wasn’t sure how it would go, I agreed to give it a try, trusting Him to provide for me as I led the students.

The same week, the youth pastor introduced me to his wife, Nancy, and they invited me to dinner. Nancy was warm and friendly, and I immediately felt at home with her. She must have sensed how nervous I was to begin this journey, because she assured me that she would walk alongside me as I grew more confident in my ability to lead. Over the next few weeks and months, my meetings with her became more regular until we were connecting on almost a daily basis. As I poured into the group of girls I had been assigned to, Nancy poured into me. Through Nancy, God cared for me, and as God cared for me, I was able to care for others.

Alyson Crockett

ROCKHARBOR Church

Equip

During a tumultuous period in the history of Israel and Judah, God continued to care for His people. The kingdom was splitting, and the true worship of Yahweh was under attack. The prophets of God were urging the people against completely abandoning their beliefs. Little by little, Yahweh worship was being replaced by the worship of false gods such as Baal and Asherah. In the northern kingdom, Jeroboam set up his own temples at Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 12:25–33). He hoped to prevent the people from venturing south to Jerusalem to worship. These two false temples were just the first step in the attempt to draw Israel away from the one true God. 

Twenty-five years later, the king of Israel took the next step by creating a marriage alliance with the king of Sidon in Phoenicia. He had his son Ahab marry princess Jezebel, a priestess of Baal and daughter of the Sidonian king. This ushered in one of the darkest times in Israel’s history. When Ahab became king, he allowed his wife Jezebel to convince him to build a temple for Baal and to use Israel’s treasury to fund 450 priests of Baal and 400 priests of Asherah (1 Kings 18:19). Jezebel arranged for the deaths of the prophets of the Lord 
(1 Kings 18:4) and furthered the worship of Baal in the southern kingdom of Judah by having her daughter Athaliah marry Jehoram (2 Kings 8:18). 

It was at this time that God brought Elijah onto the scene. Elijah immediately confronted the evil worship of false gods by declaring a drought (1 Kings 17:1). When the drought was over, he challenged the false prophets and killed them on Mt. Carmel. By the time Elijah finished his work, Jezebel and her children were dead, and Baal worship was eradicated from the land. 

Further Resources 

Remember Verse Motions
Inspired by American Sign Language; demonstrated at www.signingsavvy.com and www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
Support

“Then the woman said to Elijah, ‘Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth’” (1 Kings 17:24).

During the drought in Israel, God led Elijah to a place where he was unable to provide for himself. The widow he sought out had little to offer, and yet she served Elijah. When the widow’s son fell ill and died, Elijah seized the opportunity to minister to her by praying for her son. She cared for Elijah, and God cared for her by giving her back her son.

This week, you may find yourself in a place where others are tangibly or emotionally pouring into you. How might God use you to bless others as you yourself have been blessed? As you read about Elijah from The Big God Story, set aside some time to quietly meditate on the following prayer by St. Francis of Assisi. How might God want to use you to show His care to the children and families you’ll serve this week?

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Tru Mission Statement
Tru helps kids and their families connect to God, find their place in His big story,
and respond to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Path: Seeing the Mission Statement in a Tru Lesson
	Connecting leaders to God …
	—>
	Inspire, Equip, and Support 

	Connecting children and their families to God …
	—>
	HomeFront Weekly and

CONNECT

	… And His big story …
	—>
	GATHER

	… And inviting them to respond to Him …
	—>
	RESPOND

	… Through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	—>
	BLESS


Navigating Lesson 2.7

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	CONNECT
	—>
	

	GATHER
	—>
	Nonstandard Supplies Needed

The Big God Story

Vegetable oil (1 c.)

Flour (1 c.) [image: image1.emf]ALLERGY
ALERT










Story Spots

Story Spot refers to an item used to mark the place where each child sits. Consider using carpet squares, small circle-shaped rugs, large sturdy place mats, or large round dot stickers. When children hear “The Cleanup Song,” or when you’ve finished with the CONNECT activities, cue them to choose a Story Spot, place it in the GATHER area, and sit down. At the close of your time together in GATHER, encourage children to return their Story Spots to their original location.

Small Group Enhancements

As you place the weekly people squares on the timeline, invite children to help you storytell. The provided questions will prompt further conversation about what children have been experiencing. They’ll enjoy watching as the timeline fills week to week and their knowledge of The Big God Story grows.

	RESPOND
	—>
	Nonstandard Supplies Needed

Create [image: image2.emf]ALLERGY
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Juice boxes (1 per child)  

Granola bars (1 per child)  

Fruit snacks (1 per child)  

Optional: other prepackaged snacks (examples: crackers, cookies, etc.) 


Navigating Lesson 2.7

Below you will find additional information to enhance lesson sections as needed.
	BLESS
	—>
	The Power of Blessing

Allow both volunteer leaders and parents to participate in blessing each child. Invite parents into the blessing at the end of your time together, and encourage them to continue to bless their children throughout the week.


HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	CONNECT


	I Spy Boogie 

Upbeat music (suggestions: “Everybody, Everywhere,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours or “This Is the Day,” TruWorship Your Love)

Optional: magnifying glasses (1 per child)

Transition Song

Optional: “The Cleanup Song,” TruBlessings Worship

	GATHER


	Treasure Trunk

Gizmo puppet (see How It Works document for purchasing suggestion)

Story Spots

Welcome Song

Welcome Song pieces (see Resources and How It Works document) 

Bible

Remember Verse

Bible

Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

The Big God Story

Water bottles (5, empty, clear)

Sand (1 c.)

Feathers (about a dozen, black)

Vegetable oil (1 c.) [image: image3.emf]ALLERGY
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Flour (1 c.) [image: image4.emf]ALLERGY
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Wonder Questions

Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

Small bag with a drawstring

Prayers & Praises

Prayers & Praises book

Index cards

Pen or marker


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Supplies/Prepare 

	RESPOND


	Engage: Fill My Cup

Sponges (1 per child)

Raven template (see Resources)

Scissors

Storage container (large, clear)

Water

Disposable drinking cup

Paper towels
KEEP IT SIMPLE

Sponge 

Storage container (clear)

Water

Permanent marker 

Create: Food for Friends [image: image5.emf]ALLERGY
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Paper lunch bags (1 per child)

Markers

Juice boxes (1 per child)  

Granola bars  (1 per child)  

Fruit snacks (1 per child)  

Optional: other prepackaged snacks (examples: crackers, cookies, etc.) 

	BLESS


	Construction paper (1 sheet per child)

Crayons

Tape

Blessing

HomeFront Weekly and Remember Verse cards (see Resources)


*To make metric conversions, search the Internet for a metric conversion chart or calculator.

CONNECT:: 10–20 min.

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another, building the faith community using simple supplies and conversation starters.

I Spy Boogie 

SUPPLIES

• Upbeat music (suggestions: “Everybody, Everywhere,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours or “This Is the Day,” TruWorship Your Love)

• Optional: magnifying glasses (1 per child)

RELATE

Welcome children and invite them to play a game. God cares for us so much that He created each of us differently. He gave each of us our own gifts and talents. The game we’re going to play will help us get to know one another better and discover some of our differences. Encourage kids to stand in a large circle. Have you ever played I Spy? Ask a child to explain how to play the game and thank him for his help, or explain it yourself if none of the children know. Well, today we’re going to play this a little differently! This game is called I Spy Boogie because we’re going to boogie, or dance, and have a lot of fun!
Explain that you’ll call out a special quality about somebody in the room, and everyone must work together to figure out which kid(s) fits that description. I might say, “I spy a girl with blonde hair.” Are there any girls with blonde hair in here today? Encourage children to look around carefully or use their magnifying glasses to help them study their surroundings and find the child who fits the description. Great job! Now, all the girls with blonde hair get to come dance in the middle of the circle. Turn on the music and invite kids to dance in the middle of the circle for a few moments. Continue this game until all the kids have had a chance to dance in the middle. If you have older kids, you may opt to let them take turns being the leader. 

Developmentally Speaking

Children enjoy modeling their actions after adults. Inviting leaders to participate in games that involve movement and action can help your entire class engage.

GATHER:: 20–30 min.

Children experience and learn about God through lively games, storytelling from The Big God Story, Wonder Questions, and prayer together as a faith community.

For detailed information on the GATHER section, including how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, please refer to the How It Works document for TruWonder Classroom Edition in the Resources.

Begin your time together in Gather with a Welcome Song. You can enhance this time with the Welcome Song pieces. Refer to the How it Works document for instructions for this resource.

Remember Verse 

SUPPLIES

• Bible

• Remember Verse image and cards (see Resources)

SET UP

Place the Remember Verse cards in the Bible.  
RELATE

As kids transition, dance around in your seat with Gizmo. Friends, Gizmo and I are glad you’re all here today! Gizmo nods in agreement. We’re in such a happy mood that we feel like dancing! Gizmo, what else puts you in a good mood? Gizmo whispers in your ear. I agree! Reading the Bible is a good way to put us in a good mood. God cares for us so much, and He gave us the Bible so we can know more about Him. Isn’t that great? Gizmo nods in affirmation. Invite Gizmo to get the Bible from the Treasure Trunk and read 1 Chronicles 16:11–12 aloud.
REMEMBER VERSE

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, 
and the judgments he pronounced. 

1 Chronicles 16:11–12
REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS

judgments: decisions
pronounced: spoke or gave

Remember Verse Motions

Look to the Lord: Place right hand like a shade above eyebrows.

and his strength: Hold up both arms and flex bicep muscles.

seek his face always: Place pointer finger at top of head and move finger in a circle around your face.

Remember the wonders he has done: Open up both hands to the sky and look upward.

his miracles: Hold open hands in front of you.

and the judgments he pronounced: Hit right fist to left open palm.

THE REMEMBER VERSE GAME

Who has used a stereo before? Who can tell me why we use a volume dial? Allow kids to respond. That’s right! We use the volume dial to make the sound (whisper) really quiet or (use a big, loud voice) really loud! Today we’re going to play a game where we control our voices—just like the volume on a stereo—to help us learn the Remember Verse. Inform the group that your hand will be like the dial on a stereo. When your hand goes up high, their voices need to be loud. When your hand goes down low, their voices need to be soft and quiet. Lead them in repeating the Remember Verse, getting louder and quieter as your hand moves. Invite a few children, one by one, to be the “volume control” leader. Repeat as long as the class is engaged. 
The Big God Story
1 Kings 17 

Storytelling Technique: Sensory Props

Prayer of Release

The Prayer of Release is a time for children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. As you pray, encourage children to hold their hands out in front of them as if releasing their worries and distractions. This posture also shows they’re open to receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them.

SUPPLIES

• Water bottles (5, empty, clear)

• Sand (1 c.)

• Feathers (about a dozen, black)

• Vegetable oil (1 c.) [image: image6.emf]ALLERGY
ALERT










• Flour (1 c.) [image: image7.emf]ALLERGY
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PREPARE AHEAD

Clean and remove the labels from five water bottles. Leave one empty, fill one with sand, one with black feathers, one with vegetable oil, and one with flour. Place the caps tightly back onto each bottle.

RELATE

After you’re finished with the Remember Verse game, invite children to get their wiggles out, return to their Story Spots in the GATHER circle time area, and have a seat. 

Friends, I’m so excited to share this part of The Big God Story with you. Today we’re going to hear another part of God’s incredible true story. Before we get started, let’s pray to God and ask Him to help us understand what He wants to teach us. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release.
Last time we were together, we heard a part of The Big God Story where a good king was anointed when he was still a shepherd. What was his name? Allow children to respond. That’s right—we heard all about King David! David was a king who loved God very much. In fact, we learned that David loved God with his whole … what? Allow children to respond. That’s right—heart! After David, Israel had other kings. Sadly, these kings didn’t always trust and love God as David had. Many years after David there was a king named Ahab. He began to worship pretend gods and didn’t listen to the words of the one true God. Many of the people of Israel began to do what the king was doing and worshipped pretend gods too.

So God sent His prophet Elijah to give Ahab a message. Can you say “Elijah” with me? EE-LIE-JUH. Allow kids to sound it out. Way to go! Friends, what is a prophet? Allow kids to answer; interact with their responses. Good thinking! A prophet is someone God uses to speak important words that He wants His people to hear. So Elijah listened to God’s words and took a very important message to King Ahab. What do you think Elijah said to the king? Encourage kids to share their answers. Good thinking! Elijah said, “I serve the Lord. He is the God of Israel. You can be sure that He lives. And you can be just as sure that there won’t be any dew or rain on the whole land. There won’t be any during the next few years. It won’t come until I say so.” Oh my! Show children the empty bottle. If you have a small group, you can pass each of the bottles around for the children to examine as you come to them. Ask them questions about what they see as they look at the bottles.
Without rain, no food would grow, and everything would become very dry. Show children the bottle with sand, passing it and discussing it if you have a small group.
King Ahab wasn’t very happy when he heard Elijah’s message. So God told Elijah to leave the land of King Ahab and go to a safe place. When Elijah arrived, God fed Elijah. He sent some black birds, called ravens, to bring food to Elijah every day. Show children the bottle with feathers. God also provided a small river with water in it for Elijah to drink. Then, one day God told Elijah to go to a new place. He told Elijah that a woman would be waiting for him, and that He would use this woman to help take care of him just as He had used the birds.

Elijah did exactly what God had said. But when Elijah asked the woman for a piece of bread, she explained that she only had a tiny bit of oil and flour, and she wasn’t even sure it would be enough to feed her own family. Show children the bottles with oil and flour.
Elijah told the woman not to worry. God would provide for her. He told her she wouldn’t run out of flour or oil. The woman made some bread just like Elijah said, and even though she only had a little bit, God made sure she didn’t run out! It was a miracle. There was enough food for her family and Elijah! 

But after a while a terrible thing happened. The woman’s son became sick and died. The woman was very sad. Elijah prayed for the woman and her son. Elijah told God how the woman had cared for him, and he asked God to bring her son back to life. It was a big thing to ask of God, but if there’s one thing we know about God, it’s that He is bigger! Guess what happened? Allow children to answer. That’s right! God brought the boy back to life! The woman was amazed at how God took care of her. She realized that God really was the one true God, and everything Elijah said about Him was true. 

Friends, God takes care of us too. God gives us people who take care of us, like our parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents, friends, teachers, and lots of other people in our lives. They all care for us, love us, and help us to grow. But that’s not all. God wants to use us to help care for other people. God cares for you, and you can care for others. That’s good news! The next time we come together, we will hear more of The Big God Story. We’ll learn about a king named Jehoshaphat and how God is victorious! If they’re interested, allow children more time to examine the bottles. Ask them if they remember how each bottle related to this part of The Big God Story.
Wonder Questions 

SUPPLIES

• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)

• Small bag with a drawstring

I wonder … How did Elijah feel when the ravens brought him food?

I wonder … What might the woman have thought when Elijah said God would give them food?
I wonder … What are some ways God takes care of me?
I wonder … Who might God want me to care for?
Prayers & Praises 

SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book

• Index cards

• Pen or marker

SET UP 

Place the Prayers & Praises book in the Treasure Trunk.  
RELATE
After your time discussing the Wonder Questions, encourage everyone to stand and stretch for a quick moment. Then ask them to have a seat in a circle before moving into a time of Prayers & Praises. God cares for me, and you, and all of His children.
Today, let’s pray and thank God for caring. If you’d like, you can lift your hands while we pray (lift hands with palms facing away from body). Our hands are lifted up like we’re giving something to someone. When we pray to God, we’re giving Him praise. You can tell Him whatever you want to say. I’ll start. Father God, thank You for caring for me and for all of Your children. Allow children time to participate. Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the words you offered. Close as the Holy Spirit directs you. Then transition into a time of prayer for individual requests and praises. 
Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned and let the children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week.
RESPOND:: 20–30 min.

Children process what the Holy Spirit has been teaching and respond to God through collaborative and individual worship, and various forms of play including interactive games, activities, experiments, and more.

Engage: Fill My Cup 

SUPPLIES

• Sponges (1 per child)

• Raven template (see Resources) 

• Scissors

• Storage container (large, clear)

• Water

• Disposable drinking cup

• Paper towels

PREPARE AHEAD

Print and cut out the Raven template. Trace the raven shape onto each sponge and cut it out. 

SET UP 

Fill the large container with water.  
RELATE

Invite children to gather around the activity area. What did we hear about in The Big God Story today? Interact with the children’s responses. That’s right! We heard about a few ways God worked in the life of one of His prophets, Elijah. God told Elijah to go hide in a valley. How did God care for him there? Allow kids to respond. Great job! God sent Elijah food from ravens and water from a small river. God loved Elijah and wanted to care for him. 

Here we have some sponges and a container full of water. Let’s look at one of the sponges. Pull a sponge out. Hey! This isn’t any ordinary sponge—this sponge looks like a raven. Didn’t we hear about a raven in The Big God Story today? God cared for Elijah by giving him water and sending ravens to give him food. Let’s pretend we need to give Elijah a drink! Let’s use these sponges and work together to fill up this cup. Do you think we can fill up the cup? Encourage kids to shout “yes!” Well, let’s give it our best try!

KEEP IT SIMPLE

Supplies: Sponge, storage container (clear), water, permanent marker 

Draw a large letter “R” on the sponge. Fill the clear container with water. Explain that the “R” represents the ravens in the story. Use one sponge, instead of one per child, to demonstrate the Engage activity.
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SUPPLIES

• Paper lunch bags (1 per child)

• Markers

• Juice boxes (1 per child)  

• Granola bars (1 per child) 

• Fruit snacks (1 per child)  

• Optional: other prepackaged snacks (examples: crackers, cookies, etc.) 

PREPARE AHEAD

Do some research to find a local organization that takes food donations. Call the organization to find out what kinds of foods they’ll accept. Purchase snacks according to the needs of your local shelter. 

RELATE

Our God loves His people, and He loves to take care of us! God’s love is big, and it never ends. He just keeps giving us more of His love. God loves us so much that we can’t keep it to ourselves. We can share it with others!

Explain that kids will have an opportunity to show God’s care to others. Each of us may get to eat with our families every day, but did you know there are a lot of people around the world who don’t have enough food each day? That’s really sad, but there’s good news! God has put each one of us in the world to help care for these people. We get to care for others just as God cares for us. Today we’re going to make snack bags for people who are hungry. 
Give each child a paper lunch bag and markers. Explain that they’ll use the brown paper bags to make snack bags. Encourage children to draw something to brighten the day of whoever receives the meal. Have children pick out a few snacks—at least a granola bar, a juice box, and a fruit snack package—to place in their paper bag. After they’ve assembled their bag, place it to the side to be delivered. 

Note: If you have children with specific food allergies, encourage them to decorate extra bags on the other side of the room.  

WANT MORE?

Let’s take some time to pray before we send these out! Ask each child to hold her bag in her hands as she prays for whoever may receive it. At the end of the day, deliver the snack bags to your local shelter or food bank. 

BLESS:: 10 min.

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes each other at the close of the time together. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

SUPPLIES

• Construction paper (1 sheet per child)

• Crayons

• Tape
Invite kids to draw a self-portrait on construction paper. When they’re finished, have the kids trade their self-portraits with another child in the class. Encourage kids to hang their friend’s self-portrait in the room and to pray for their friend each time they see the picture. The children might also take a moment to bless one another when they trade portraits. Have them take turns saying the following to each other:

May you know God cares for you.

Then gather in a circle. To receive this blessing, suggest children place their hands out and open in front of themselves, as if cupping them together to hold water. Explain that this is simply a posture that demonstrates we’re ready to receive from God. 

Children, may you know and love our God who leads us, calls us, finds us, protects us, and cares for us.
Note to Leaders

Remember to give the children a Remember Verse card before they leave so they’ll have a chance to memorize the verse during the week with their parents.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.
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